SAPPER PATRICK MEADE

1032 – Mining Corps

Patrick Meade was born about 1870 in Banteer, County Cork, Ireland the son of John (farmer) and Johanna Meade.  He later went to Western Australia.

At the recruiting depot at Geraldton, W.A. on October 2, 1915 the forty-four year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.   

Attestation Forms and a further medical were completed at Blackboy Hill camp near Perth, W.A. which describe him as unmarried and 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighing 65.9kgs (145lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-102cms (37-40ins).  Complexion was dark with brown eyes showing poor vision and had black hair.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  Distinctive marks noted were an oblique scar over his left eyebrow, varicose vein on the left leg and a slightly enlarged testicle plus some recent and old vaccination scars.  

Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs J. Meade of Shlonebeha, Ireland.  He was sworn in at Blackboy Hill camp on October 7, 1915.

Basic training commenced with the 32nd Depot Battalion from October 6, 1915 and then allotted to the No. 3 Company of the Mining Corps early in December, 1915.

The original No. 3 Company consisted of Company Headquarters and 3 Sections recruited in the 5th M.D. (Western Australia).  The major portion of No.3 Company was recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps began officially on December 1st, 1915. The recruits were placed for basic training the following day at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. as the Corps was being established.  
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Sapper Meade went to the Clearing Hospital at Blackboy Hill camp on December 15, 1915 but was not admitted.

No.3 Company, with a strength of 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks embarked from Fremantle, W.A. on December 18, 1915 and sailed to Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  

On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW.  They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.  

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula to complete training as a Corps.  His regimental number was 1032.

While in camp at Casula the following occurred:



Offence:

28/12/15 Casula Late on parade



Award:


Admonished   29/12/15 by Lt Coulter

On January 19, 1916 he was re-examined again and referred to the medical board and found to be suffering from weakness on exertion, large testicle and varicose veins in legs.  Although unrecorded it is possible that from the medical board findings it was discovered that Sapper Meade was suffering from Tuberculosis and sent to Rookwood Sanatorium at Lidcombe, Sydney, New South Wales.

Patrick Meade died on June 16, 1916 aged 45 years as a patient in Rookwood Sanatorium.  Burial took place the following day in the Roman Catholic section of Rookwood Cemetery, Sydney, NSW with Charles Kinsela, funeral director in charge of the arrangements.

Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, Commandant, 2nd Military District advised Base Records of his demise by Telegram on June 20 as follows:

‘Az 722 Regret report death 16th inst Sapper Patrick Meade No 3 Mining Corps A I F at Rookwood Sanatorium from Tuberculosis stop next of kin Mother Resides Shlonebeha Bantaar Post Office County Cork, Ireland









Ramaciotti’

Notification to Australia House, London from the Department of Defence was sent on June 22, 1916 and before the cable was coded it was prepared as:

‘STRALIS

       LONDON


FOLLOWING DEATH REPORTED ROOKWOOD SANATORIUM NEW SOUTH WALES 16/6/16 TUBERCULOSIS No. 3 MINING CORPS SAPPER PATRICK MEADE PLEASE INFORM MOTHER RESIDES SHLONEBEHA BANTAAR POST OFFICE COUNTY CORK IRELAND









DEFENCE









  22/6/16’

Brigadier-General Ramaciotti forwarded to Base Records on June 27, 1916 Attestation Sheets for the deceased soldier in confirmation of his Telegram of June 20.

A copy of his Death Certificate was issued from the Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages, Granville section on June 30, 1916.  The clerk at the Asylum certified that Patrick had last been seen by Dr William McDonald M.B. on June 15, 1916 and died from Pulmonary Tuberculosis.  He had only spent four months in New South Wales, was unmarried and from Cork, Ireland.

A copy was made for the War Pension Department on July 4, 1916.

In continuation of documentation regarding his death Brig-General Ramaciotti forwarded to Base Records a certified copy of the Death Registration Certificate on July 6, 1916.

A Pension was granted from August 16, 1916 to his mother Johanna Sullivan of Shaonebeha, Banteer, Co. Cork, Ireland of forty shillings per fortnight.

The Pension Department in Melbourne, Vic wrote to the Department of Defence on January 12, 1917 requesting particulars in regard to Sapper Meade.  They requested information as to whether he died as a result of military service.  His mother had lodged a pension claim, the determination of which was awaiting receipt of the above information and would be glad if they could expedite matters on this.

They also requested details on: (a) daily rate of pay at date of death; (b) amount of allotment per day; (c) full name and address of allottee; (d) date up to which allotment was or will be paid.

A reply from Base Records attached a copy in favour of direct reply to the Pension Department, in respect to paragraph No. 4 to the District Paymaster, 2nd Military District dated January 18, 1917.

Records also replied the same day to the Pension Department referring to their enquiry stating that records did not disclose the particulars they desired, the matter had been referred to the A.A.G. 2nd Military District for reply direct in regards to paragraph 2 of their letter and the District Paymaster, Perth W.A. for a direct reply in connection to paragraph 4.

On February 5, 1917 the Pay Office from the 2nd Military District wrote to Base Records in connection with their communication of January 18 informing that there is no trace of P. Meade on the records of their office and that No. 1032 3rd Mining Corps is recorded as M.A. Higgins.  In view of this the writer was unable to reply to paragraph 4 enclosed in their memorandum.

A copy of the communication in which their referred to was sent to the District Paymaster, 5th Military District to reply to paragraph no. 4 direct to the inquirer was forwarded on February 12, 1917.

The Deceased Section of the War Graves Office, Australia House, Strand, London wrote to Base Records on April 21, 1921 enclosing the Baptismal Certificate and ‘C’ Form in connection with the deceased soldier which were received from his sister Miss J. Meade, Clonfert, Newmarket, Co. Cork, Ireland.  They had found no trace in their records of the soldier and would appreciate if they could furnish their office with the nature of the casualty and any particulars of the burial which may be available.   

A reply dated June 3, 1921 from Base Records to the War Graves Services in London advised that No. 1032 Sapper Patrick Meade, 3rd Mining Corps, died of Tuberculosis on 16/6/16 at Rokewood [Rookwood] Sanatorium, Western Australia. [Lidcombe, NSW].  They returned the Certificate of Baptism and were retaining Circular Form ‘C’ at their office.

His last company was given by military authorities as the Australian Mining & Boring Company.  The town of Meekatharra, W.A. is also associated with his name.
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His grave is located in the Roman Catholic portion of Rookwood Necropolis within section N in grave no. 3372.  

His military service is commemorated in the Garden of Remembrance, Sydney noted as Wall 2.  

His name also appears on Panel no. 27 in the Commemorative Area of the Australian War Memorial, Canberra.
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LEST WE FORGET
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No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of  1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC








The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:





ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris











Photo of headstone by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project - www.twgpp.org 
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