SAPPER WILLIAM VALENTINE McSHEA
 5383 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Bundaberg, Queensland was the birthplace of William Valentine McShea on 2 February, 1878 the son of John and Hannah Maud (nee Wallace) McShea.  In 1903 he is listed at his father’s property at Cavan Gardens, Bundaberg working as a labourer.  In 1912 he was mining at Mt Chalmers, a small copper township about 15 kilometres from Rockhampton, Qld with the mine closing in 1914.  The labourer went to Brisbane to reside at Lower Bowen Terrace, Brisbane.
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane on 14 March, 1916 the thirty-eight year old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.   Described in Attestation forms as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest expansion of 90-98cms (35½-38½ins) and had a medium complexion with dark hair and his grey eyes tested to good vision.  Distinctive marks were 4 vaccination scars on his left arm, slight scar on his left knee, left leg and under his chin.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Hannah McShea of Lower Bowen Terrace, New Farm which later changed to Wynnum South then South Brisbane, Qld.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
Basic training commenced on 20 March with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera camp until 28 April then allotted to the Mining Corps.  On 29 June was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria and assigned to the September, 1916 Reinforcements.
There is an entry in the 1916 Police Gazette for an apprehension of William Valentine McShea but no record on his documents corresponds with this.

On September 30, 1916 Sapper McShea was one of 168 volunteers who departed from Melbourne, Vic on the troopship HMAT A23 Suffolk.  The ship arrived at Fremantle on October 10 and departed the same day.  The South African port of Capetown was reached on October 30 and after an overnight stay left the following day.  The vessel arrived at Dakar, West Africa on November 15, 1916 staying in the harbour until November 20, 1916.  After 64 days at sea the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on December 2, 1916 and later marched into the Tunnellers Reinforcements camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.
On New Year’s Day, 1917 the Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on the transport S.S. Arundel arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  On January 13 was assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  He was taken on strength on 27 January, 1917 with the 1st Tunnelling Company.

He went sick on 22 February, 1917 to the 47th Divisional Rest Station suffering myalgia (severe) (muscular pain) and onto the 10th Casualty Clearing Station.  From there moved on the Ambulance Train no.28 to Boulogne entering the 13th General Hospital on February 26 until March 3 then was invalided to England on the hospital ship St David and admitted to the 1st Southern General Hospital in Birmingham the same day.

Base Records advised his mother on 13 March, 1917 he had been admitted to hospital and again on 1 April that he was progressing favourably.  On June 6 advised he had been discharged from hospital.
On April 11 was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford until 9 June and discharged to furlough on 25 May and report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 9 June, 1917.  Reported from Headquarters as ordered, he marched out on 9 July to the No. 4 Command Depot at Codford.  On July 23 was transferred to the Overseas Training Brigade at Perham Downs’ camp and proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on 22 August, 1917 arriving the following day at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles.  He rejoined his unit on 2 September, 1917.
A day later he entered the 44th Field Ambulance with myalgia then to the 97th F.A. progressing to the 4th F.A. until 7 September then to the 2nd Aust Casualty Clearing Hospital.  On 18 September was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.32 to Abbeville entering the 3rd Aust General Hospital on September 22.  The hospital ship Carisbrook Castle took him to England on 24 September with Trench Fever and admitted to the Devon Voluntary Aid Hospital at Exeter for treatment of Trench Fever (severe) the next day.  
His mother was advised by Base Records on 12 October, 1917 that he had returned to hospital on 25 September, 1917 with Trench Fever.  They advised again on 23 October he was progressing favourably and by November 1 he was convalescent.

On 12 December was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford and three days later was discharged to furlough and report to the No. 2 Command Depot on 31 December.  He reported from Headquarters to Weymouth Depot as ordered to await his voyage home.

Sapper McShea embarked on 30 January, 1918 for discharge in Australia due to Lumbago on the H.T. Euripides.  Base Records advised his mother on 18 February, 1918 he was returning home.  This advice was returned and the following was advertised in the:

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 21 March, 1918 and those soldiers for Brisbane (1st Military District) travelled on.
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 12 May, 1918 as medically unfit.

His Will was sent to the Assistant Adjutant General in Brisbane on 30 March, 1919.

His address in 1919 was care of J. O’Brien, Kiama Bay Terrace, Wynnum South, Qld.  He returned before 1922 to Branyan Road, via Bundaberg to join his brother James and became a farmer where he remained.  
The British War Medal (22426) and the Victory Medal (21766) were issued to Sapper William Valentine McShea, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

A small snippet of information on them was published in the:

He is recorded on a Family Tree as having a partner Emma Elizabeth Lilly Bock for a short time but no official marriage is recorded and they had a child Wilhelmina in 1927.

James died in 1939 and William’s address was listed as Lone Pine, Branyan Road, via Bundaberg with the same occupation.  In 1958 his brother Bernard Thomas McShea is also listed there.
William Valentine McShea, war pensioner late of Branyan, passed away on 7 June, 1958 aged 80 years.  Burial took place in the Catholic portion C4 of Bundaberg General Cemetery within grave P422.
His brother Bernard Thomas McShea died two weeks later on 21 June, 1958 and was buried in the same grave.
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Telegraph Wednesday March 20, 1918:


PERSONAL NOTES


It is requested that the next-of-kin of No. 5383, Sapper W.V. M’Shea, September reinforcements, Mining Corps, will communicate with the officer-in-charge, Base Records Victoria Barracks, Melbourne, without delay.





Bundaberg Mail Wednesday June 4, 1924:


BRANYAN PICNIC RACES – A SUCCESSFUL MEETING


The picnic races and sports, held at Sandy Hook, yesterday, under the auspices of the Sandy Hook Picnic Races and Sports Club, were a credit to the energetic committee which was responsible for the organising and control of the day’s outing.  Splendid weather conditions prevailed, and although time would not permit of the extensive programme being carried out in full the 300 or so visitors who attended were regaled with a good days sport.


The committee was comprised as follows: Chairman, Mr S. Mahoney; sec and treasurer, Mr F. Walters; sports committee Messrs H. Dexter, W. McShea, J. McShea; starter, T. Tappenden and W. Walters.	
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