LANCE CORPORAL ARTHUR McPHERSON

3892 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Arthur McPherson stated he was born in Richmond, Victoria about 1879.  

Previous military experience was with the No. 5 Battery A.F.A. from 1900 to 1904.

In 1910 he married Emma Daisie Kell and in 1914 they were residing at Wimbourne Avenue, Chelsea with his occupation listed as electrical engineer.

At the recruiting depot in Melbourne, Victoria on December 28, 1915 the thirty-six year old electrical fitter applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination Attestation papers were completed which reveal he was 172cms (5ft 7¾ins) tall, weighed 60.9kgs (134lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-98cms (32-38¼ins).  Complexion was dark with brown eyes and black hair.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination points in his left arm and a scar on the left of his forehead.  Religion was Presbyterian and nominated his wife Daisie McPherson of Wimbourne Avenue, Chelsea as next-of-kin and allotted three-fifths of his pay to support her and their children.  He was sworn in the same day.

As a recruit basic training commenced on February 7 to February 22, 1916 with ‘B Coy’ 10th Battalion followed by training with the 11th Reinforcement to the 22nd Battalion at Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne.  On March 23, 1916 he was transferred to the No. 5 Tunnelling Company in the rank of Fitter with the regimental number 3892.

The No. 5 Company was recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania and made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)   

Early in May 1916 No. 4 company recruits embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.  

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.

On August 28, 1916 the Reinforcements proceeded to France arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.

With his civil qualifications of electrical fitter Sapper McPherson’s service would be more beneficial to the work of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and was transferred from Headquarters to this company on September 27, 1916 and attached on October 7 and taken on strength in the field on February 4, 1917.  Two days previously his rank reverted from Fitter to Sapper on absorption in the company.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for twelve months service abroad. 

On March 27, 1917 he was to be Lance Corporal and this reverted to the rank of Sapper on January 28, 1918 and his pay was adjusted accordingly both as a fitter and sapper.

His service continued without any incidents remaining with the company until Peace was declared and the company remained on the front continuing to generate electricity and supply and service small engines and pumps for water supplies for those rehabilitating their districts.

Leave was granted to England from November 25 and he was to return on December 9, 1918.  Several days later the following took place on December 14:




Crime:

W.O.A.S. [while on active service] – A.W.L. by overstaying leave 






to the U.K about from 6.30 a.m. 8/12/18 until reporting himself






at 6.30 a.m. 9/12/18 (24 hours)




Award:

Forfeits 5 day’s pay by C.O. Elect. Mech.



Total forfeiture:
6 day’s pay

Further leave to Paris was granted on March 21, 1919 and returned on March 30.

Orders were issued on May 10, 1919 to prepare for demobilisation and return to the Base Depot.  The men departed France crossing the English Channel on May 23 and marching in to the No. 1 Group camp the next day.  Sapper McPherson left for Headquarters in London on May 28 for Standard Leave and to report back to Heytesbury camp on June 12, 1919 reporting as requested.
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After demobilisation Sapper embarked for Australia on July 6, 1919 on board H.T. Boorara from Southampton.  Base Records advised his wife on July 24, 1919 that he was returning home.  The ship arrived in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on August 26, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in:

Sergeant E.G. ‘Hughie’ Dodd was also a member of the company and in the back of his diary the address of Sapper McPherson is listed:

Addresses were also recorded: 

McPherson, Winbourne Ave, Chelsea, Melbourne 

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on August 26, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  He is recorded later that year returning to Wimbourne Avenue, Chelsea.

The British War Medal (45479) and the Victory Medal (44706) were issued to Sapper 3892 Arthur McPherson, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company for service for his country.

He collected the British War Medal on April 25, 1922. The Victory medal remained uncollected from the designated Barracks and returned to Base Records on May 10, 1923.  A letter was posted to his last known address on November 5, 1923.

In 1924 he is registered at the same address but in the Electoral Roll for 1931 is at Roughead Street, Leongatha, Vic working as an electrical fitter.  The following piece of news appeared in:


He was living at Snodgrass Street, Broadford working as an electrician in 1936 with Eileen Francis McPherson.  In 1943 they are at Miller Street, Yea and he was a fitter.  The following made the news in the:

A Statement of Service was issued from Base Records on August 16, 1954 to the Repatriation Commission’s Melbourne Branch.

Arthur McPherson died on August 17, 1960 aged 81 years.  Cremation took place at Springvale Botanical Cemetery, Melbourne, Vic the following day.  Ashes were placed in the Boronia Wall 5U, Niche No. 166 and commemorated by a War Service Plaque.


Eileen Frances McPherson passed away about December 1, 1962 and the cremated remains were noted to have been scattered in the Springvale Botanical Cemetery - exact location not listed. 
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The Argus Wednesday August 27, 1919:


TWO CONTINGENTS WELCOMED


Owing to adverse weather, the troops who returned yesterday by the transports Dunluce Castle and Boorara did not land punctually at the times fixed.  When the vessels reached Port Melbourne, however, the disembarkations were effected without avoidable delay, and arrangements for extraditing the men at the depot were also satisfactory.  The soldiers were welcomed by large crowds in the city.








The Argus Saturday December 7, 1935:


OTHER DESTINATIONS


BROADFORD.  The Broadford Shire Council has appointed Mr O.F. Dean of Melbourne as consulting engineer and Mr A. McPherson of Leongatha as electrician.








Alexandra and Yea Standard, and Yarck, Gobur, Thornton and Acheron Express Friday June 13, 1947:





THE STANDARD


Communications have been received from Mr J.H. Smith, M.L.A., stating the tender of Mr A. McPherson of Yea has been accepted at £53 14s 6d for work viz. electrical installation in residence State School at Alexandra.
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