SAPPER WILLIAM McMONAGLE
217 – Mining Corps / Private 5477 – 16th Infantry Battalion

Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland was the birthplace of William McMonagle in 1896 the son of James and Sophia (nee Hislop) McMonagle.  In 1901 the family were residing at 25 Jordan Terrace, Calderhead, Lanarkshire and consisted of James (32) vanman, Sophia (26), Willie (5) scholar, Annie (3) and Elizabeth (1).
The family came to Queensland, Australia as assisted passengers departing London on 28 August, 1909 aboard Queensland line’s Rippingham Grange arriving in Brisbane on 21 October, 1909.  The family were James (39) vanman, Sophia (37), William (13), Annie (11), Mary (9), James (6), Jane (4) and Elizabeth (2).

At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 28 August, 1915 the single nineteen-year-old farmer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.   Being under twenty-one years of age his parents would have signed the consent form for him to join. Forms of Attestation describe him as 167cms (5ft 5½ins) tall, weighing 61.8kgs (136lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-98cms (32-34½ins) and had a ruddy complexion with blue eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive mark was one vaccination scar on his right arm.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father James McMonagle of Ellesmere, via Kingaroy, Qld.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken and signed on 8 September, 1915.
After basic training at Enoggera Barracks with A Coy, 3rd Depot Battalion was allotted to the Mining Corps was transferred on 28 October, 1915 to join other volunteers at Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales for further training as a Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 217.

During final home leave to Nanango the following presentation was reported in the:
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At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 
Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 
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Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  
Sapper was disembarked at Fremantle due to mental instability and transferred to the No. 8 Aust General Hospital, Fremantle (5th Military District) for medical observation.

On 17 April, 1916 he was transferred to the 17th Reinforcements to the 16th Battalion, with the regimental number 5477 and rank of Private, which embarked from Fremantle (6th Military District) on HMAT A60 Aeneas docking at the Suez, Egypt.  The Reinforcements left Alexandria on 7 June, 1916 arriving at Marseilles, France on June 14.
The District Headquarters, Perth wrote to Base Records about the medical case from the transport Ulysses advising of his transfer to the 17th Reinforcements, 16th Battalion from their district and embarked under a new regimental number on the troopship Aeneas.  They noted the same advice had been sent to the 1st Military District. 
The troops left the Aust General Base Depot, Etaples on 20 July to reinforce the 16th Battalion and taken on strength in the field the following day.

Went sick on 11 March, 1917 to the 13th Field Ambulance with diarrhoea progressing to the 45th Casualty Clearing Station on March 23 then admitted to the 12th General Hospital at Rouen on 26 March.  
He was invalided to England on 24 April on the Hospital Ship Panama with severe colitis entering the 1st Southern General Hospital, Birmingham on 25 April, 1917.  
On 11 May was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford then discharged to furlough and report to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott then moved to the Overseas Training Depot at Perham Downs.
On 16 July, 1917 proceeded overseas to France via Southampton arriving at the 4th Aust Divisional Base Depot in Havre a day later.  Left to re-join his unit arriving on 4 August.

A little over a month later was reported killed in action at Polygon Wood, Belgium aged 21 years on 27 September, 1917.  His body was not recovered.
The 1st Military District was advised of his demise by overseas cable on 15 October, 1917 and confirmed receipt the next day.  
A copy of his service was made for the Pension Department on 1 November.

The Field Service Report dated 25 October, 1917 was forwarded to the Anzac Section, 3rd Echelon G.H.Q. British Expeditionary Force with particulars concerning the unit, place, date and name of soldier. 

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:
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The Nanango Sacred Heart Society meeting referred to the news of his death with minutes published in the:
A copy of his Will was sent to the 1st Military District on 11 January, 1918 in which he left all his personal estate to his father, James McMonagle, Ellesmere, Kingaroy, Qld. 

The Secretary of the Sacred Heart Branch, Nanango wrote to Base Records on 19 January, 1918 that information had reached the Society that the above soldier had recently been killed in action.  His relatives were entitled to certain benefits from the Society and required a Certificate of Death from their Department at their convenience, so that the matter may be referred to their district headquarters.  The Certificate was dated 30 January, 1918 and sent to the Secretary.

Base Records also received a second request from the Office of the Public Curator, Brisbane dated 21 January, 1918 referring to their letter of 7 November, 1917 for a Certificate of Death.

The Kit Store in London prepared his personal effects to return to next-of-kin in Australia on the transport Boonah and their inventory shows the package contained:


New Testament, 2 Brushes, Leather Name Holder.

On 24 April, 1918 Base Records forwarded per separate registered post (7317) one package containing these personal effects to his father.  He receipted delivery and kindly thanked them for the parcel on May 9.
The 1st District Paymaster, Victoria Barracks, Brisbane wrote to Base Records on 12 August, 1918 requesting the Certificate in connection with the death of this soldier.  This was prepared and sent dated 16 August, 1918.

The Sacred Heart Society mentioned in their yearly report of June, 1918 the names of the members who made the supreme sacrifice and published in the:


His father wrote to Base Records on 1 December, 1919 from Glencliffe, via Kingaroy that he would feel very grateful if they would try and find out if there was any trace of a grave of his son killed at Polygon Wood.  He did not know if he was buried there or not.  Please try and find out, he wrote.
On 11 December, 1919 Base Records replied to his father that no particulars regarding the burial of his son have yet been received there but an intensive search was now being made over all battlefields with a view to locating unregistered graves.  Any information coming to hand would be promptly transmitted to him.
A Circular and Booklet re Graves was dispatched to his father on 12 December, 1919 and information returned on 7 September, 1920.
For his supreme sacrifice Private 5477 William McMonagle, 16th Battalion was issued with the British War Medal (32549) and the Victory Medal (32324) for serving his country.

The War Medal was forwarded to the Commandant 1st Military District on 18 November, 1921 for distribution to his father.  Following on November 23 was the pamphlet “Where the Australians Rest” accompanied by the Memorial Scroll (332618).  Mr McMonagle took delivery on 20 December, 1921.
The Memorial Plaque (332618) was dispatched on 19 September, 1922 to his father and he signed the delivery slip “with thanks.”

By Registered Post (4291) the Victory Medal was mailed to Mr J. McMonagle on 10 February, 1923 and he signed in receipt on 8 March.

The Register Order Form was also sent on 22 November, 1928. 
Private William McMonagle has no known grave and is memorialised on the Ypres Menin Gate Memorial, Belgium on panel 26.

His name is also commemorated at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, ACT on panel 80.

His supreme sacrifice is also recognised on the Kumbia School of Arts WWI Roll of Honour and the Nanango War Memorial.
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Catholic Advocate (Brisbane) Thursday November 25, 1915:


NANANGO NOTES


(From Our Own Correspondent)


PRESENTATION TO BRO. McMONAGLE


A meeting of the branch was held after second Mass, Bro. J.P. Bright presiding. The vice-president, Bro. A. Walters, presented a medal to Bro. W. McMonagle, member of the Expeditionary Force, who is here on home leave.





Sapper William McMonagle
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Virtual Anzacs website





Argus (Melbourne) Saturday November 3, 1917:





AUSTRALIAN CASUALTIES – LIST No. 349


In the Australian Casualty List No. 349 issued by the Defence department last night were 1062 names.


QUEENSLAND


KILLED IN ACTION—W. McMonagle							


Article abridged





Catholic Advocate (Brisbane) Thursday November 8, 1917:





NANANGO NOTES


(From Our Own Correspondent)


H.A.C.M. SOCIETY


The Sacred Heart Branch, No. 351, of the above society held their usual fortnightly meeting on the 31st ult.  There was a fair attendance of Brothers present.  Bro. C. Kelly (president) occupied the chair.  


The president referred to the death of Bro. Wm. McMonagle, who was killed in action somewhere in France.  A motion of condolence was carried, and a letter of sympathy was sent to his bereaved father. —R.I.P.





Catholic Advocate (Brisbane) Thursday August 29, 1918:





DISTRICT EXECUTIVE OFFICERS’ REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING 30TH JUNE, 1918


During the year 25 claims for members killed on active service have been paid, the names of those who have made the supreme sacrifice being:


W. McMonagle (Nanango)								


Article abridged





Memorial Walls of Ypres Menin Gate Memorial, Belgium
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Nanango War Memorial


Photo sourced from Monuments Australia 





Kumbia School of Arts Roll of Honour 1914-1918
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