SAPPER PATRICK McMANUS
5794 - 3rd Tunnelling Company

The New South Wales (NSW) BDM records that Patrick McManus was born in 1886 at Tenterfield, NSW, the son of Owen and Bridget (nee Gilroy) McManus. 
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[Owen, a 28 year old labourer, and his wife Bridget, 24, had emigrated to Australia in 1883 on board the Cardigan Castle.  Owens’ parents are recorded as deceased and his relation in the colony was his brother-in-law Thomas Wynn of Gunnedah, NSW.  Thomas was the husband of Owens’ sister Mary McManus.  In 1878, Thomas Wynn was the licensee of the ‘Bird in Hand’ Inn and in 1881, the ‘Terminus Hotel’.

Owen McManus died on 28 August 1931 at Mayfield, NSW, aged 77 years.  Bridget McManus died on 18 May 1937 at Mayfield, NSW, aged 76 years, the daughter of James and Ellen Gilroy.
Two daughters of Owen and Bridget McManus are buried with their parents.]  
Patrick McManus signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ at Newcastle, NSW on 20 April 1916 recording that he was born at Waratah, NSW and that he was a single Labourer by trade.  He named as his Next-of-Kin his mother, Mrs. B. McManus of Tighe Street, Waratah, NSW.

A medical examination on the same day recorded that he was 28 years and 4 months of age; that he was 5ft 5½ins tall and weighed 154 pounds.  He had a fair complexion, blue eyes and red hair.  He was of the Roman Catholic faith.
He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ at Lambton, NSW, on 1 May 1916.
Training began on 4 May 1916 with ‘A’ Company, Newcastle Depot Battalion.  On 5 July he was transferred to the Miners Reinforcements training camp at Seymour, Victoria.
Patrick embarked for active service on board Ulysses on 25 October 1916. 
516 Tunnellers Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses, Patrick McManus being one of them.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  They felt the effects of the wind going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Freetown in Sierra Leone was the next port of call where they arrived on 29 November.  Their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Ulysses arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916, after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and entraining for Tidworth.

5798 Sapper George Oxman, (later of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company) recorded the voyage in his Diary:

Dec 5.
It took 1½ hours to take 1000 men ashore for the afternoon.  We have to pay 6d each for the loan of the punts.  We were fastened with ropes with one punt to the other coming back, the rope broke and we were drifting out pretty quick but the tug boat soon had us back again.  Not too clean of a place.  The women stand in a stream and wet their clothes they are washing and place them on a flat stone and then belt into them with a flat piece of wood like a bat. 

Dec 9.
Had to get some coal and fresh water. The officers went ashore to buy some fruit to sell to us they wouldn’t let us buy off the natives so when they came back with the fruit - none of us would buy it off them.

Dec13. 
29 Big boats in here now.

Dec 14.
Left for England with four other transport auxiliary cruiser escorting us.

Dec 25.
On the sea between Gibraltar and England it has been very foggy.  We had roast pork for Christmas dinner and some baked scones.  They were as hard as rock.

Dec 26.
Very foggy torpedo boats came to escort us in the rest of the way.  Got our kit bags out of the holds.

Dec 28.
We had nothing to eat from 7.30am to 3.30pm.  We had to buy some cakes during the last week on the boat.  We held the Dead March on a roast they gave us (250 of us) for our dinner.  We marched up to the top deck with it, all the rest of the men were watching us and laughing.  We got roared up a bit after it but we didn’t care.  
Got on the train at 4pm.  Got to Perham Downs camp at 11pm.  Nothing to eat from the military until 8 or 9 the next morning.  Then we had two tablespoons of boiled salmon and spuds and a mug of tea.  Mud from 1-6 inches deep.

He proceeded overseas to France on 28 January 1917 and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) at Etaples on 29 January.  
On 6 February Patrick was transferred to the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC) and was taken on strength of that unit the same day.

In October 1917 he was due his Blue Chevrons.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

In April 1918 Patrick was a member of the 3ATC detachment which took part in the Battle of the River Lys. 
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See on this site: Western Front Units/3ATC/Battle of Lys - 9 April 1918
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On 24 August 1918 Patrick was a member 3ATC party on the Givenchy Raid.
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See on this site: Western Front Units/3ATC/Givenchy Raid

Patrick proceeded on leave on 5 November 1918, re-joining his unit in the field on 23 November. 

On 27 March 1919, he marched out of 3ATC for demobilisation.

Patrick McManus was a member of 3ATC from February 1917 until his return to Australia.  3ATC first saw action at Boars Head in the lead up the Fromelles diversion ‘stunt’ of July 1916.  The Company was allocated to the First Army and were engaged variously at Laventie-Fauquissart, Givenchy, Loos, Lens, Double Crassiers and Vermelles and other places on the Western Front.

On 27 November 1916 at the ‘Black Watch Sap’, Hill 70, an enemy camouflet (or a premature explosion, depending on different accounts) killed 20 members of the company.  The next day 2 more members were killed in the same area by an enemy camouflet.  The 22 members of 3ATC were buried in 14 adjacent graves at the Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension.

The Companies major effort was at Hill 70 where they constructed the extensive Hythe Tunnel system.  The company was also heavily involved in road and bridge construction and the locating and clearing of enemy mines and booby traps.  This continued for the company for some months after the Armistice.  

Patrick marched in to the Australian Infantry Base Depot and marched out to England on 2 April, marching in to No.3 Group, Codford on 3 April.
He reported sick on 1 May and was admitted to No.4 Group General Hospital.  
He was transferred to the 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital, Bulford on 12 May 1919.

Patrick left London on 5 September 1919 on board Plassy for return to Australia, disembarking at Sydney on 30 October 1919.


Patrick was discharged from the A.I.F. on 14 December 1919, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
In 1929 at Lismore, NSW, he married Margaret Agnes Smith.  Margaret was born in 1885 at Lismore, NSW, daughter of Francis Joseph and Margaret Agnes (nee Moss) Smith.


The 1930 Electoral Roll records Margaret Agnes McManus performing home duties at 33 Crown Street, Lismore.  Patrick McManus, Section Man, is recorded at 47 Union Street, Lismore.

The rolls of 1932 thru 1954 record Patrick McManus, Railway Employee, living at 30 Johnston Street, Casino, NSW with Margaret Agnes McManus.

Patrick McManus died on 14 November 1957, aged 72 years.  He was buried at Sandgate Cemetery on 16 November in the Catholic-2 Portion, Section 45, Lot 88.

His medical and service records were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney in January 1958.

In the Electoral Rolls of 1958 thru 1963 Margaret is performing home duties at 42 Tighe Street, Waratah with Patricks’ sister Mary Ellen McManus who works as a waitress.
Margaret Agnes McManus died on 13 August 1964, aged 79 years and was buried with Patrick.
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3ATC End-of-War Report - Extracts from report of Lt John Dow, 3ATC:


“The behaviours of the Detachment under trying circumstances was splendid.  Their coolness and steadiness under heavy fire was admirable.


“Their conduct, whilst acting as a covering screen in the retirement on the night of the 11th was worthy of the high traditions of the British Army.


“In this connection I should like to bring to your special attention the names of 1251 BARSBY, S., 4537 Spr BURKE, W.E., and 5794 Spr McMANUS, P., Cpl BARSBY was coolness personified and by his steadiness and devotion to duty gave me the greatest assistance.  He commanded the second line duty of my platoon on the 11th and handled it with courage and initiative.  


“5794 Spr McMANUS, P. and 4537 BURKE, W.E. on all occasions by courage and cheerfulness encouraged the rest of the detachment.





3ATC End-of-War Report:


SECRET


Appendix 15


C.E.,


1st Corps.


	Reference offensive operation by 164th Brigade, 55th Division at Givenchy on 24-8-18, resulting in the capture of the Crater Area.


	Each patrol party of the Infantry was accompanied by two Tunnellers of this Unit.  Their objectives were the areas marked (1) to (7) inclusive on the attached plan.  In addition eleven of the Infantry mopping up parties were each accompanied by two Tunnellers.  The objectives being the areas marked (A) to (K) inclusive on attached plan.


	The operation was kept very secret.  No orders were issued until 8 p.m. on 23-8-18 when the men selected assembled on the alarm post.


	Cont.





Cont.


	The instructions to each party were:-


to examine dugouts and mine entrances and to mark them “safe” or “dangerous” according to the results of examination


to search for and render harmless any mines or booby traps found


to cut all enemy electric leads


to destroy any T.M’s found in the forward (patrol) objectives


to collect any information such as documents or plans and particulars of accommodation available for troops.


Each man carried:-


	S.E.R. Rifle and bayonet


	150 rounds S.A.A.


	1 Small wire cutter & 1 Miner’s pick


	1 Jack Knife


	2 Candles and matches


2 Coloured Chalks


	2 Mobile Charges (each containing 1lb. Ammonal)


	4 Fuse Lighters


	Light Haversack containing ½ day’s ration and filled water bottles


	Wound dressing


All badges were removed from uniforms and no papers carried.


For tactical purposes the two Tunnellers attached to each Infantry party were placed under the orders of the party leader.


Lieut. J.W. Allen and Lieut. H.T. Taylor were detailed to examine the areas immediately on capture of the objectives.


	No evidence of recent mining operations was discovered.


The old British Mine Shafts had either been crumped on or closed up.  No use had apparently been made of them by the enemy.


It would be possible to carry a light railway line forward close to Kings Road Trench and into the captured crater area.


								Alex Sanderson


											Major


C.O., 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company





The Argus Monday October 27, 1919:


INCIDENT ON S.S. PLASSY


The arrival of the s.s. Plassy on Saturday marked the end of a most eventful voyage.  The depredations of a gang of thieves kept the troops in a ferment of excitement between London and Colombo.  Men who had collected souvenirs and possessions of value were naturally angry when their treasures disappeared, and when, following the “sandbagging” of two Australian soldiers at Colombo, four men were arrested, those who had suffered losses determined to make the punishment fit the crime.


According to the stories related by several of the men who landed, however, they were wildly exciting.  The criminals were tried by court-martial, and received varying terms of imprisonment.  Enraged “Diggers” assembled outside the orderly room in which the men were being tried, and as each left the room in custody he was seized and soundly thrashed.  One was thrown into the ocean where he struggled for nearly an hour against a heavy sea before being rescued.  The overturning of a lifeboat which was despatched to try to save him was fortunately unaccompanied by loss of life; the occupants being rescued, although not without great difficulty, little the worse for their immersion.


When at length the second lifeboat reached the victim of the wrath of the troops, he was completely exhausted, and on returning to the vessel he was placed in hospital, where he remained for some days.


The salutary punishment inflicted on the delinquents had a chastening effect on others whose records exposed them to suspicion, and during the remainder of the voyage the behaviour of the troops was exemplary.


Article abridged








Margaret was the Next-of-Kin for two of her brothers:


2394 Private John Henry Smith, 42nd Infantry Battalion, Killed in Action on 31 July 1917.  No known grave.  Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial.


War memorabilia and accounts to surviving brother 


3228 Private Andrew Joseph Smith, 52nd Infantry Battalion, Killed in Action on 19 October 1917.  Buttes New British Cemetery, Polygon Wood.


War memorabilia and accounts to sister


Both sons of Francis Smith & Margaret Agnes Moss


Surviving brother: Maximilian Joseph Francis Smith - died 7 July 1949 at Coraki, NSW.





All headstone images courtesy of the Sandgate Cemetery Trust, Newcastle, NSW








