SAPPER MALCOLM JOHN McLEOD
8323 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Malcolm John McLeod stated he was born in Dunolly, Victoria on 19 July, 1887 the son of John and Flora (nee Boyd) who were married at Dunolly on 28 September, 1886.

In 1914 he was living at 289 Argyle Street, North Hobart, Tasmania working as a driver and in 1917 at Sailors Rest, Hobart.

At the recruiting depot in Hobart (6th Military District) on 29 May, 1917 the twenty-nine-year-old single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination with a notation “that lungs apparently recovered from condition present at previous examination.  There is nothing now abnormal but increased vocal fremitus over right apex posteriorly.”  Attestation forms describe him as 175cms (5ft 8¾ins) tall, weighing 55.9kgs (123lbs) with a chest expansion of 79-87cms (31-34ins) and a fair complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and dark hair.  Distinctive mark was a tattoo of a lady’s head on right forearm.  Religion was Methodist.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father John McLeod, a guard at Trial Bay Detention Camp, New South Wales.   He took and signed the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 26th Reinforcements to the 12th Battalion at Claremont camp from May 30, 1917.  Military authorities noted his Will was lodged with them leaving all his property and effects to his father at Trial Bay, NSW.  On 24 July, 1917 he allotted two shillings of his pay per day to his sister Mrs Flora Landridge of Nautilus Café, Jetty Road, Brighton, South Australia.

On 9 August, 1917 Private T6620 McLeod was discharged from the A.I.F.  as medically unfit not due to misconduct.  As from 28 August, 1917 he was re-accepted for a Permanent Guard and took the Oath of Enlistment under this alteration on his declaration. 
A few months later, on 2 October, 1917 the grocer re-applied to enlist at the Hobart Depot and declared fit with a memo that War Precaution Act (41c) was complied with.  Previous military experience was 2 months and 7 days at A.I.F. Claremont until rejected unfit due to general physique then served 37 days with Permanent Guard.  Forms of Attestation were completed and describe him as 171cms (5ft 7¼ins), weighing 60kgs (132lbs) with a chest expansion of 76-87cms (30-34ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and dark hair.  Methodist was his faith.  Distinctive mark was a tattoo on his right forearm of a woman’s head.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father at Athenian Club, Hobart, Tas.   A further declaration of Allegiance was signed and taken on 2 October.

Basic training commenced with the 1st Depot Battalion, Claremont camp (6th M.D.) for eighteen days then transferred to Seymour, Victoria on October 21 being allotted to the June, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with them.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 8323.

Departing Melbourne, Victoria at noon on November 26, 1917 with Reinforcements numbering 130 on aboard the SS Indarra.  At 10.15 p.m. the ship arrived at Albany, W.A. on November 30 and left at 2.10 p.m. on December 1, 1917.  Colombo was reached by December 13 at 10.30 a.m. and departed two days later at 8.30 a.m. on December 15.
Christmas Day was specially provided for by the ship and religious services were held on board. The soldiers disembarked at the Suez at 7 a.m. December 27, 1917.  Amusements such as sports and cricket between various troop decks took place with some competitive teams made up of officers.  Occasionally a religious service was held during the week.  Weather was excellent and warm in the tropics.

The troops were then transhipped to HMT Kashgar on January 9, 1918 and arrived at Taranto, Italy on January 20, 1918.  
They were entrained at Bordighira, Italy about January 27 entering Cherbourg, France on January 31, 1918 where they boarded H.M.T. Mona’s Queen and disembarked at Southampton on February 2, 1918.  The men were entrained to Parkhouse camp and marched into No. 3 Details camp the same day for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton on 26 April, 1918 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles a day later.  Sapper left the Aust Corps Depot at Caestre on 2 May for the 3rd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on May 7.  The Company was continuing steady work along the whole front from Lens through Loos, Hulluch and Vermelles to La Bassee at that time.

He went sick to hospital overnight from 6 to 7th June, 1918 and again from 13th to 17th June and 20th to 21st June.  On 28 June was sent to the 34th Field Ambulance with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) then transferred to the 4th Canadian Casualty Clearing Station progressing to the 1st Canadian C.C.S.  Was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.28 on 4 July to the 26th General Hospital at Etaples and admitted the following day.  On July 21 was transferred to the 73rd General Hospital with Influenza at Tronville then four days later was moved to the 1st Aust Convalescent Depot in Havre on 26 August then discharged to the Aust General Base Depot with D.A.H. (disordered action heart.)

On 22 September, 1918 appeared before the Medical Board at the Base Depot was transferred to England classed with B1 debility D.A.H. arriving at No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth the following day.
He was there when Peace was declared.
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Sapper McLeod embarked for Australia on board the Hospital Ship Somali on 10 December, 1918 due to Effort Syndrome (also called soldier’s heart, nervous heart or cardiac neurosis.  Patient exhibits a group of symptoms he thinks are heart disease but has a healthy heart.  Underlying disorder is anxiety.)  Base Records advised his father on January 14 that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 8 February, 1919 with news of their arrival that morning published in the:
The Tasmanian soldiers were sent to Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne to await their transport to the 6th Military District.  
Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 13 May, 1919.

The 6th Military District, Hobart forwarded his medical and service documents to Base Records on 5 May advising of the soldiers return and discharge dates.

On 1 November, 1919 his Will was sent to the Deputy Assistant Adjutant General’s Office in Hobart.  

There is a listing in Electoral Rolls in 1919 for him at 30 Melville Street, Central Hobart with the occupation of labourer.

Issued for serving his country to Sapper 8323 Malcolm John McLeod, 3rd Tunnelling Company was the British War Medal (8347) and the Victory Medal (7983).

These were not collected at the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 29 March, 1924.  A letter was sent on 30 April, 1924 to him care of the last known address of next-of-kin but this was returned unclaimed from the Post Office, South West Rocks, NSW.

The following occurred and reported in the:

A mention of him in Police Gazettes referring to 1924 also appeared in the:


Base Records forwarded on 4 June, 1926 copies of his service records to the Hobart Department of Repatriation as per their request.
He was in Melbourne in 1939 where the following occurred and reported in the:


Malcolm Johnn McLeod died on 21 March, 1939 aged 52 years.  Arrangements were announced in the: 

Interment took place in the Thomas Simmons Lawn portion of Springvale Cemetery withing Row BC in grave no. 19 in perpetuity for all time.  He has no headstone.
The Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission requested copies of his service records from Base Records which were sent on 4 and 17 April, 1939.
The Public Trust Office, Hobart wrote to AIF Base Records on 22 July, 1947 stating that they held a Will for Malcolm John McLeod whose parents were John and Isabell Louise McLeod and a soldier serving the First World War, No. 8323 June Reinforcements, 6th Tunnelling Company, 1917.  An enquiry had been received at their office regarding a Will of Malcolm McLeod, late of Queenstown, who died in Hobart on 26 February last, aged 61 years, and who stated he came to Linda Valley in Tasmania towards the end of 1918.  The writer was endeavouring to ascertain whether this person was identical with the Malcolm McLeod whose Will was held and would be glad if they could furnish any information to assist in this matter.

Base Records replied on 30 July, 1947 advising that Malcolm John McLeod stated on enlistment (2/10/17) that he was born in Dunolly, Vic on 19 July, 1887.  His next-of-kin was his father Mr John McLeod, guard, Trial Bay Detention Camp, NSW.  Records were also held for Lieutenant Malcolm McLeod, 1st Machine Gun Battalion and born at Uig, Stornoway, Ross, Scotland and was 22 years of age on enlistment (22/8/14).  Before enlistment he resided at Queenstown, but the address was unknown.  He was discharged in Hobart on 15 February, 1920, but prior to that he stated his address would be c/- T.R.C. Hotel, Launceston, Tas.  A Will by this Officer was executed and forwarded to the Assistant Adjutant General, 6th Military District, Hobart on 9/2/20 for disposal and was not returned unclaimed.

His service is commemorated on the Hobart Roll of Honour, Council Foyer, Hobart. 
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Herald (Melbourne) Saturday February 8, 1919:


TROOPS LANDED – MEN BY THE SOMALI


Cordial greetings were given to the men who disembarked from the Somali at 9 o’clock this morning.  Special interest was attached to the troops from this vessel owing to the disturbances reported on board at Adelaide as the result of quarantine arrangements.  At the Sturt Street Depot they good-naturedly obeyed the many instructions given them by a band of Red Cross workers under Mrs M’Kinley, matron in charge, who provided refreshments for the mess.  Sergeant F.J. Carter said that the men were heartily sick of being on the vessel, and had become restless.


The South Australians were ordered to get ready to disembark on Tuesday morning.  When we got in, they were all on deck.  Some of them could see their homes in the distance.  Imagine their surprise when the authorities on shore sent word, they could not land.  This performance was repeated, and the men were disappointed.  They were told if we observed instructions, they would raise the quarantine.  The men got restless but matters were righted the next day.  The trip on the whole was good.  					


Article abridged 





Mercury (Hobart) Thursday February 21, 1924:


BREAKING AND ENTERING


Malcolm John McLeod appeared, on remand from the previous day, when he had pleaded guilty to a charge of having broken and entered Fitzgerald railway station and stolen £59 3s 2d, and an iron safe, the property of the Tasmanian Government, and £14, the property of Archie Clarke.


Mr A.E. Richardson, who represented the accused, made a strong appeal to His Honor for leniency for his client.  He had led an exemplary life up till the time he made this slip, and had never been before a court of any sort previously.  He thought it was a case to which the benefits of the First Offenders’ Act could be made to apply.  His Honor said that judges in courts in Tasmania had agreed that the First Offenders’ Act had not been framed t meet cases of this description, but as the accused had never been in trouble before, he would make the sentence lighter that he otherwise would have done.  The sentence of the Court would be five months’ imprisonment.





Police Gazette Tasmania Friday May 21, 1926:


PRISONERS TO BE DISCHARGED


McLEOD, MALCOLM JOHN, on the 29th instant, billiard-marker, age 39 years, height 5 feet 7 ½ inches, fresh complexion, dark-brown hair, grey eyes, pointed nose, native of Victoria; woman’s head tattooed on left forearm, faint scar between first and second knuckles of right index finger; vide “Police Gazette” 1924 page 233. Photo 76d





Argus (Melbourne) Wednesday March 22, 1939:


BODY IN RIVER


What is believed to be the body of the man who jumped over Prince’s Bridge into the Yarra last Friday was recovered from the river by the South Wharf police yesterday and was taken to the city morgue.  Military pension papers with the name of Malcolm McLeod were found in his pocket.





Age (Melbourne) Thursday March 23, 1939:


FUNERAL NOTICES


McLEOD—The Friends and comrades of the late Mr MALCOLM ALEXANDER McLEOD (late 3rd Co. Tunnelling Co., A.I.F. are respectfully requested to follow his remains to the Spring Vale Cemetery.  The funeral will leave Bathurst and Decker’s Chapel, corner Glen Huntly and Kooyong Roads, Caulfield, THIS DAY (Thursday) March 23 at 10 a.m.


BATHURST and DECKER (late A.I.F.) Funeral Directors
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