SAPPER JOHN McLEAN

1105 – 3rd Tunnelling Company / 3751 – 2nd Pioneer Battalion

John McLean stated he was born in Sydney, New South Wales in 1871.  He served an apprenticeship of four years as a plumber with L. Swan and Co., Plumbers and Gasfitters, who were situated on the corner of Hunter and Bligh Streets, Sydney and closed on the retirement of Mr L. Swan in 1891.

John went to Western Australia with his wife Mary Agnes McLean and were residing in 1915 at 44 Aberdeen Street, North Perth with his occupation as a plumber.

At the recruiting depot in Perth, W.A. on August 25, 1915 the forty-four year old plumber re-applied to enlist for active service abroad having previously been rejected for being underweight.  

Passing the medical examination Attestation forms were completed and describe him as 158cms (5ft 2½ins) tall, weighing 51.8kgs (114lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-92cms (34-36ins) and had a fresh complexion with blue eyes and brown hair with grey streaks.  Distinctive mark was a star tattoo on the left underarm.  Religious faith was Congregational Church.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mary Agnes McLean of 44 Aberdeen Street, Perth and later 185 Beaufort Street, Perth and allotted two-fifths of his pay in support of her as they had no children.  Swearing in took place the same day.

Basic training commenced with the 27th Depot Battalion from August 31, 1915 in the rank of Private until moved on September 27 to “A Coy” 3rd Depot Battalion.  Further training took place from November 1 with the 7th Reinforcements to the 28th Battalion until December 4, 1915.
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Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps officially began on December 1st, 1915 therefore Private McLean was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps on December 4, 1915.  The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 

On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:

On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW.  They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  McLean was assigned the regimental number 1105 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

Military discipline was taken while at Casula Camp for the following:



Offence:
Casula 16/1/16 Absent from duty



Award:

Fined £1 later reduced to 4/-



Offence:
Casula A.W.L. from 31/1/16 to 6/2/16



Award:

C.B. 5 days [confined barracks] & fined 14/-



At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  
The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 
Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 
Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  
On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.
The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  Sapper McLean disembarked at Fremantle as medical unfit on March 8, 1916 remaining at Blackboy Hill camp.

Further discipline was given while at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth for the following:



Offence:
24/3/16 Insubordination and refusing duty



Award:

6 days C.C. [confined to camp]

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  

Sapper John McLean was discharged on April 4, 1916 in Perth (5th Military District) as medically unfit.

He went to work in a mine at Boulder, W.A.

At the recruiting depot in Boulder, W.A. on December 17, 1916 the forty-four year old married mine worker re-applied to enlist for active service aboard and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show his address was 7 Wittenoom Street, Boulder and was 158cms (5ft 2½ins) tall with a chest expansion 86-93cms (34-36½ins) and his blue eyes passed the eye test with good vision.  Declared fit the recruiting officer accepted his application.

Attestation Forms were completed at Kalgoorlie, W.A. and detail him further weighing 57.2kgs (126lbs) with a ruddy complexion and grey hair, bald in places, and the star tattoo and religion remained the same.  Next-of-kin was his wife Mrs Mary Agnes McLean of ‘Netherby’, St Marks Road, Randwick, Sydney, NSW and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support.  He was sworn in at Blackboy Hill camp on December 18.

He was allotted to the 96th Depot Battalion on December 18, 1916 then moved to the 19th Reinforcements to the 28th Battalion on December 30 remaining until January 10, 1917 then onto the Xth Depot.  On January 21 was transferred to the Tunnelling Company Reinforcements and sent to their Training Camp at Seymour, Victoria where he was assigned to the January 1917 Reinforcements on February 28, 1917 for further training.

On May 9, 1917 he was re-assigned to the 9th Reinforcements to the 2nd Pioneer Battalion in the rank of Private with the regimental number 3751.

In preparation for departure a copy of his Will was placed with the Military Records.

The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917.  Private McLean left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet.  On July 13 Private McLean entered sick the ship’s hospital and was discharged on July 15.  After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The men disembarked for the Pioneers’ Training Battalion at Fovant the same day.

On August 9, 1917 Private marched out from Fovant to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Private McLean embarked for Australia on September 26, 1917 on board the H.T. Borda for discharge due to senility (decline or deterioration of physical strength or mental functioning).  Base Records would have advised his wife that he was returning home.  The ship docked in Fremantle (5th M.D.) on November 12, 1917.  He went to Sydney (2nd M.D.).

He applied for a Military Pension on December 27, 1917 as follows:

John McLean

self
11 Rawson Street, Leichhardt – rejected is not incapacitated but over 











military age

Mary Agnes McLean wife
11 Rawson Street, Leichhardt – rejected as above

On December 28, 1917 Victoria Barracks, Sydney advised Base Records that the soldier arrived on November 25, 1917 on the transport Borda and discharge in consequence of medical unfitness on January 3, 1918.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on January 3, 1918 as medically unfit.

A copy of his Will was forward to the 5th Military District on November 1, 1919.

For serving his country Sapper 1105 / Private 3751 John McLean, 3rd Tunnelling Company / 2nd Pioneer Battalion was issued with the British War Medal (58720) for serving his country.

In 1921 they are listed in Electoral Rolls at 44 Aberdeen Street, North Perth with his occupation as plumber.

Statements of his Service were requested by the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records on January 20, 1922 and April 6, 1929.
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No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915
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The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….J. McLean
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