SAPPER DANIEL HUGH McKINLEY

214 – 1st Tunnelling Company
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Daniel Hugh McKinley was one of eight children born to Charles and Mary Jane (nee McDonald) McKinley with only four reaching adulthood.  They were Charles (1857), Patrick (1859), Daniel (1863) and Mary Ann (1865).  Daniel was born in Bet Bet, Victoria and said he served an apprenticeship as a Blacksmith with Stamp & Son and Symons of Maryborough, Vic for five years. 

He enlisted in Townsville, Queensland on September 29, 1915 and the same time passed the medical examination.  Details from Attestation forms show he was 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 68.4kgs (150½lbs) with a chest measurement of 87-92cms (34-36ins).  Complexion was fair with brown eyes and his hair was turning grey.  The age declared was 35 years but in fact he was closer to 52.  He nominated Roman Catholic as his faith and his sister Miss Mary McKinley of 108 Richmond Terrace, Richmond, Vic as his next-of-kin.  Forms duly completed he was sworn in and ready to depart for the South. 
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Basic training took place at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW where the establishment of the Mining Corps was being organised.  On October 28, 1915 he was assigned to the No 1 Company with the Regimental number 214 in the rank of Sapper.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one.  On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’, and on the left rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps who boarded Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  Leaving Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  
The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.
Sapper McKinley was assigned to the 1st Tunnelling Company on December 2, 1916.  His service records show he suffered no injuries nor illnesses requiring medical treatment until September 1917. 

On September 29, 1917 he was wounded in action and taken to the 3 Aust Field Ambulance but died of wounds on October 1, 1917.  His age being given as 40 years.

Below are extracts of Statements given by members of his section to the Red Cross to assist in their inquiries about the deceased soldiers’ death:
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A new graveyard named Hooge Crater Cemetery had been established about a week or so before he died near Zillebeke, Belgium and Sapper McKinley was buried there with a wooden cross bearing his name and details in Plot 16 Row A.  
It contained about 76 graves until after the Armistice when more soldiers were re-interred from other areas.  Some 337 Australian soldiers now lie in the Hooge Crater Cemetery.  
The present grave location for in the cemetery is situated in Plot XVI, Row A, Grave 3. 
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Notification of his demise was sent to his next-of-kin on October 13, 1917 and further advice was dated October 23, 1917.
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His personal effects’ package contained only two identity Discs which were conveyed on the ship Carina and signed for by his sister on June 9, 1920. 
Receipted acknowledgment on March 16, 1921 of three copies of Photos of his grave was given by his sister Mary in Richmond, Vic.
For his supreme sacrifice Sapper 214 Daniel Hugh McKinley, 1st Tunnelling Company was awarded the British War Medal (32109) and the Victory Medal (31886). 

In reply to the A.I.F. letter outlining the order of relationship for disposal of War Medals, a letter dated November 14, 1921 from Miss Mary McKinley advised Base Records that Charles McKinley, as the eldest brother at 168 Sydney Avenue, Geelong, Vic, would be the recipient as both parents were deceased.
The Memorial Scroll and Pamphlet were sent to Charles McKinley on December 8, 1921 and the Memorial Plaque (331965) was dispatched on September 18, 1922.  He also received the British War Medal forwarded on November 2, 1924 and the Victory Medal on February 19, 1928 mailed to his new address at 267 Myers Street, Geelong, Vic.  
For his supreme sacrifice Sapper 214 Daniel Hugh McKinley, 1st Tunnelling Company was awarded the British War Medal (32109) and the Victory Medal (31886). 
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Daniel Hugh McKinley's name is located at panel 27 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial.
LEST WE FORGET
His brother Charles McKinley died in 1938 in Victoria aged 80 years and his sister Mary McKinley died in 1942 also at 80 years of age in the same State.
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McKinley Brothers – 1 January 1884


Patrick – Charles – John - Daniel


Cornthwaite Family Tree per lammau





Townsville Daily Bulletin, Queensland – Tuesday 28 September 1915:


NORTHERN VOLUNTEERS


A contingent of 61 volunteers left Townsville by the Peregrine on Monday night to join the Enoggera camp.  


The names of the volunteers, and the district from which they enlisted are as follows:-


Cloncurry - George Pitt Johnston, Edward Wm. Keates, Harry Kendall, Patrick John Mangan, Daniel Hugh McKinley, William Shirer, Edward Smith, Anthony Louis Verryck-Fleetwood.


Abridged


[351 George Pitt Johnston – 1ATC]





“Was called Dan and knocked by a shell near Anzac House.  Taken to small dressing station.” 


								3370 Sgt J. Sumner. 1st Tunnelling Coy


												abridged





“Was Killed by a shell 29/9/17 and buried in Menin Road Cemetery near Ypres.  Personal details – aged man, height 5’9” (cms), weight 13stone (82.7kgs), heavy build, dark hair.”


								3394 Sgt J.L. Wilson. 1st Tunnelling Coy.


												abridged





“Sapper McKinley was killed outright by a shell bursting near 1st Oct. the second day after we started to make a tunnel through the Ridge at Passchendaele.  He was killed by the concussion and I saw him taken away.  About 40-50.  Short, fair, stout.  Was in Section III.”


								5395 Spr A. Patterson. 1st Tunnelling Coy.





“We were at Westhoek Ridge on the 1st October building Elephant dugouts just behind the front line.  A shell burst next to McKinley who was about 15 yards from me wounding him severely.  I saw him taken away on a stretcher to the D/S [dressing station].  I heard he died about 4 days later.  I don’t know where he is buried.  I knew McKinley well.  He was an elderly, dark haired man with a moustache.  He was called ‘old Dan’.”


								5213 Spr P. Sheehan. 1st Tunnelling Coy.





Photo of headstone and Hooge Crater Cemetery by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project - www.twgpp.org 
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The Argus, Melbourne, Victoria – Saturday 20 October 1917:


McKINLEY.— Killed in action in France, 29th September, 1917, Sapper Daniel Hugh McKinley, youngest son of the late Charles and Mary McKinley, Timor West; dearly beloved brother of Charles (Geelong), Patrick (Timor West), John (Black Rock), Mary (Richmond); loving uncle of Signaller R. J. McKinley (wounded), Signaller P.  F. McKinley (France), Lieutenant C. P. McKinley (A.M.C., Bendigo). R.I.P.





The Argus, Melbourne, Victoria – Tuesday 23 October 1917:


McKINLEY.— Killed in action in France, 29th September, 1917, Sapper Daniel Hugh McKinley, youngest son of the late Charles and Mary McKinley, Timor West; dearly beloved brother of Charles (Geelong), Patrick (Timor West), John (Black Rock), Mary (Richmond); loving uncle of Signaller R. J. McKinley (wounded), Signaller P. F. McKinley (France), Lieutenant C. T. McKinley (A.M.C., Bendigo). R.I.P. 


(Inserted by his loving nieces, Agnes, Annie, and Josephine.)





The Argus, Melbourne, Victoria – Friday 15 November 1918:


McKINLEY.- In loving memory of our dear one, John J. McKinley, who died at Black Rock, November 15, 1917, and of his brother, Daniel Hugh McKinley, killed in France, October 1, 1917.





The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:





ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris











