SAPPER / DRIVER THOMAS EDWARD McKELL

2493 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company / 6th Army Motor 

Transport Section 

Thomas McKell was born in Orange, New South Wales about 1877 the son of Thomas Edward and Mary Ann McKell.  One of his siblings was Mary J. McKell who married Martin Gale in Orange in 1902.  Thomas had previously volunteered to enlist for service but had been rejected for defective teeth and eyesight.

At the Recruiting Depot in the Town Hall, Sydney, NSW on January 5, 1916 the thirty-nine year old electric light mechanic applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination with only one notation against fitness was ‘dental’.  Attestation Forms were completed on January 27 at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW describing him as 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 61.8kgs (136lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-94cms (34-37ins).  Dark in complexion with hazel eyes that passed the eye test with good vision and black hair.  Presbyterian was his religion.  Next-of-kin was his sister Mrs Gale, Beasley Street, Orange, NSW.  He was sworn in the same day.

He entered C. Depot Battalion, Casula for basic training the same day until transferred on March 7 to ‘B Coy’ 13th Battalion for further instruction.  On March 27 he was allotted to the 3rd Reinforcements, 1st Company, Mining Battalion at Rosebery Park, Sydney in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 2493.

The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916 to the Aust General Base Depot and taken on strength.

Sapper McKell’s civil qualifications of electrical mechanic were important to the work of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and taken on strength with the Company on October 3, 1916.

On January 26, 1917 he appointed to be a motor lorry driver with the K. Supply Column and taken on strength with his company on July 31, 1917.

Service continued without incident and was granted leave to the United Kingdom on February 17, 1918.  While on leave on March 4, 1918 the M.T. Driver was admitted to the Dover Military Hospital N.Y.D. (not diagnosed yet) then left the Duke of York section of the hospital on March 8 entering the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford.  

In accordance with A.I.F. Order 1159 dated March 19 he was taken on strength for transfer from K. Supply Column and remain detached for duty to the A.E.M.M.B. Company.  After curative treatment for ninety-seven days on June 8, 1918 he was discharged but re-admitted N.Y.D. to Bulford hospital with debility until June 24 and marched in to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott.  

On August 29, 1918 he proceeded to France from Longbridge Deverill departing at Folkstone arriving at the General Base Depot on September 1 and rejoined on re-attachment to his company where he remained until Peace was declared.

The company remained on the front continuing to generate electricity and supply and service small engines and pumps for water supplies to those rehabilitating their districts.

On May 10, 1919 orders were issued to report for demobilisation and they left for England crossing the English Channel to Southampton on May 19 and marching into the No. 3 Group camp at Codford the next day.  On May 23 he marched into the Royal Brigade Aust Artillery camp at Heytesbury and left to report to Headquarters in London on March 25 and granted leave until June 12, 1919.

M.T. Driver McKell embarked for Australia on board H.T. Boorara July 6, 1919.  His next-of-kin was advised by Base Records on July 30, 1919 that the soldier was returning home.  The ship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on August 26, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:


Two days later they were welcomed in Sydney (2nd M.D.) with a notice of arrival published in the:


The British War Medal (37145) and the Victory Medal (36553) were issued for serving his country to Sapper / M.T. Driver 2493 Thomas Edward McKell, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company / 6th Army Motor Transport Section.

In 1930 he is residing at 39 Victor Street, Artarmon working as a motor driver and in 1933 he is at 77 Orchard Road, Chatswood with the same occupation.

Thomas Edward McKell passed away on January 12, 1936 aged 59 years.  Arrangements were published in the:

The Public Trustee wrote to Base Records on March 4, 1936 advising of the death of the ex-soldier and inquiring if they had any record of a military Will having been executed by the deceased.  A reply was dated March 6 stating that they had no record of the deceased having executed a Will while a member of the A.I.F.

The following Legal Notice appeared at the end of the month in the:

A Statement of Service was requested by the Repatriation Commission in Sydney, NSW and sent on April 4, 1937 from Base Records.

REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

   1928

T. McKELL
Electric Light Dept, Town Hall, Sydney  changed to: Albert Av, Chatswood

   1934

T. McK
ELL
Albert Avenue, Chatswood

    notation:  Deceased
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The Argus Wednesday August 27, 1919:


TWO CONTINGENTS WELCOMED


Owing to adverse weather, the troops who returned yesterday by the transports Dunluce Castle and Boorara did not land punctually at the times fixed.  When the vessels reached Port Melbourne, however, the disembarkations were effected without avoidable delay, and arrangements for extraditing the men at the depot were also satisfactory. The soldiers were welcomed by large crowds in the city.








Sydney Morning Herald August 27, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


ARRIVALS TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW


BOORARA


Troops by the Boorara will arrive by special train to-morrow afternoon.


Relations and friends who have tickets marked “Boorara” from the Staff Officer for invalids will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 1.30 p.m.


Queensland soldiers will leave by train for the northern State at a time to be announced.


Motor cars numbered on the Red Cross register from 48 to 111 are required to be at Chalmers-street entrance, Central Railway Station, at 2 p.m. 


Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on October 20, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.








Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday January 14, 1936:


FUNERAL NOTICES


McKELL—The Relatives and Friends of the late THOMAS EDWARD McKELL, late of 77 Orchard-road, Chatswood, are invited to attend his Funeral, to leave the Mortuary Chapel, 126 Walker-street, North Sydney, THIS AFTERNOON at 2.30 o’clock, for the Church of England Cemetery, Northern Suburbs.


LABOR MOTOR FUNERALS LIMITED


604-606 Crown-street,


Phones, L2777 (2 lines)               Sydney








Sydney Morning Herald Friday March 27, 1936:


LEGAL NOTICES


Thomas Edward McKell, late of Orchard-street, Chatswood, in the State of New South Wales, Sydney City Council employee who died 12th January, 1936, Intestate.











