SAPPER NEIL McKAY

7512 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Neil McKay stated he was born at Chatworth Island, Clarence River, England about 1873 the son of Murdock and Sarah (nee Fraser) McKay.  In 1912 he married in Queensland Violet Reeves and they had two children.  

On January 6, 1917 at Ingham, Queensland the 44 year old baker passed the preliminary medical examination and was declared fit for active service.  At the Townsville Recruiting Office on February 10, 1917 he applied to enlist in the Aust. Imperial Force.  Address was given as Post Office, Townsville with personal particulars of the married man showing he was aged 44 years and 7 months, 183cms (6ft) in height with a chest expansion of 102cms (40ins).  The recruiting office accepted the application the same day.

He was sworn in after Attestation papers were duly completed, adding he had a fresh complexion with blue eyes and light brown hair.  Weight was 77.2kgs (170lbs) and the eye test showed good vision.  Religious faith was Presbyterian and his next-of-kin stated was his wife Mrs Violet McKay of G.P.O. Townsville and later changed to 10th Avenue, South Townsville. 

After further medical checks which declared him dentally fit, one month’s basic training commenced on February 16, 1917 at the 11 Depot Battalion, Brisbane, Qld.  Home Leave was taken between March 19 and March 29, 1917 before returning for brief instruction with the 10 Pioneers Battalion until April 4, 1917.

From April 5 until early August he joined the Miners’ camp at Seymour, Victoria and on August 6 was transferred to the April Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies with the regimental number 7512 and the rank of Sapper.  In final preparation for departure his Will was noted to be lodged with his wife Violet McKay at 10th Avenue, South Townsville, Qld.  

The troopship HMAT A68 Anchises with 168 members of the Reinforcements aboard departed Sydney, NSW on August 8, 1917.  Amid colds and influenza prevalent at the commencement of the voyage the vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and three days afterwards departed on September 21, 1917.  The final journey to Liverpool, England completed the 55 day voyage when it docked on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to No 1 and 3 Detail Camps for further training.

On November 14, 1917 proceeded to France via Southampton and marched in to the Aust. General Base Depot at Rouelles.  Sapper McKay was detailed to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion on November 19 and by the 24th to the 3rd Pioneer Battalion.  A further transfer took place when he was detailed to the 1st Tunnelling Company on December 13, 1917.

On January 4, 1918 was taken sick from the field to the 2 Casualty Clearing Station suffering from Bronchitis and Rheumatism and conveyed on 36 A.T. on January 16 to Boulogne and admitted to the 7 Stationary Hospital. 

By January 22 was evacuated to England on the Hospital Ship H.S. Cambria where he was admitted the following day to the 1st Southern General Hospital, Dudley Road, Birmingham.  After seven days treatment was transferred to the 1st Aust. Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield to convalesce and by February 2, 1918 discharged to No 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Basic necessities were re-issued for his kit on January 2, 1918 and again on the 28th after hospitalisation.  His kit was inspected and released on April 6, 1918 to prepare for departure home.

The Hospital Ship Dunluce Castle embarked on April 8, 1918 for the Suez and Sapper McKay was transhipped to H.T. Karoola on April 26, 1918.  The following day the transport left the dock at Suez to return to Australia.

A memo dated May 15, 1918 queried the whereabouts of Sapper McKay stating there was ‘No Trace’.  No further information was recorded.
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A telegram was sent from Base Records to Mrs McKay advising that her husband’s return was imminent:

He disembarked in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on May 25, 1918 and then to the 1st Military District (Qld).  

Discharge took place on June 29, 1918 in the 1st M.D. (Qld) being medically unfit due to overage and Rheumatism.

A pension was granted to Sapper McKay on June 30, 1918 of $2.10 (£1/10) per fortnight and $1.50 (10/-) per fortnight to his wife Violet McKay.  Their address was Ninth Avenue, Railway Estate, South Townsville.  In 1919 the address was still the same and his occupation was a Labourer.  

Statements of Service were forwarded to the Department of Repatriation on May 9, 1921 and June 10, 1928.

In recognition of his overseas service Sapper 7512 Neil McKay, 1st Tunnelling Company received the British War Medal (31027) and the Victory Medal (29349).

Neil McKay died in Queensland on August 28, 1947 at the age of 74 years.

His funeral notice appeared in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Friday August 29, 1947:
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His grave is located in the Presbyterian section, Row 17, grave no. 347 of the Yeppoon Cemetery, Qld.
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FUNERAL NOTICES


THE Relatives and Friends of Mr and Mrs D.F. McKay and Family, of 145 Caroline Street, Rockhampton, are respectfully invited to attend the funeral of their deceased beloved Brother, Brother-in-law and Uncle, Mr EDWARD NEIL McKAY, of Ben and Park Streets, Yeppoon, to move from the Presbyterian Church, Yeppoon, THIS (Friday) AFTERNOON at 4 o’clock, for the Yeppoon Cemetery.


FINLAYSON & McKENZIE


Funeral Directors


Telephone No. 2269





R.S.S.A.I.L.A.


Members of the above League are invited to attend the funeral of their late member, EDWARD NEIL McKAY.


N. RICHARDSON,


			          							Secretary.








