SAPPER WILLIAM ARCHIBALD McIVOR

1426 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Born on 29 August 1890 at Edinburgh, Scotland William was the son of John and Catherine (nee Leadbetter) McIvor.  John McIvor, carpenter, came to Australia on board Themistocles, disembarking at Sydney on 3 April 1911.
W. A. McIvor, 20, Scotch, Plumber, a steerage passenger on board Orontes, arrived at Fremantle on 5 September 1911, then continued on board Orontes to Sydney.

A medical examination at the Town Hall Recruiting Depot, Sydney on 3 January 1916 recorded that William was 25 years and 3 months of age and that he was 5ft 8ins tall.  He weighed 138 pounds, had a medium complexion, grey eyes and brown hair.  He was of the Presbyterian faith.
Found to be fit for active service, he signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 10 January stating that he was a plumber by trade, having served a 6-year apprenticeship with D. Purves & Co., Edinburgh and that he had 3 years of previous military experience with the Territorial Force.

He named as his Next-of-Kin his mother, Mrs. C. McIvor of “Ullamarra”, Bellevue Street, Kogarah, Sydney.

He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on the same day at Casula, NSW, and was appointed to ‘F’ Company, Depot Battalion.  On 16 January he was transferred to ‘B’ Company and on 9 February to ‘C’ Company of the Battalion.

On 12 February he was appointed to the 1st Reinforcements, Mining Corps and embarked at Sydney on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Following the farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  
The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  After a delay of about a month for repairs, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  
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The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  

The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On 13 May William was transferred to No.1 Company which was re-designated the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company.
On 10 February 1918 he was due his Blue Chevrons.  Each Blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A Red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

On 26 February 1918 William was late re-joining his unit from leave, and on 27 February he was charged with being absent without leave for 24 hours.  He was admonished by his Officer Commanding and forfeited 2 days pay.

On 1 December he reported sick and was admitted to the 1st Australian Field Ambulance with an accidentally fractured index finger on his right hand.  He was transferred to the 53rd Casualty Clearing Station on 3 December and then to Ambulance Train 31 on 4 December.  
On 5 December he was admitted to the 12th U.S.A. General Hospital at Rouen and evacuated to England on 17 December where he was admitted to the County of Middlesex War Hospital, Napsbury.  Discharged to Furlough on 30 December, he was to report to No.1 Command Depot on 13 January 1919.
William was again 1 day late returning from leave and forfeited 2 days pay.  William left London on 7 February on board Hospital Ship Lancashire for return to Australia and demobilisation.  Dis-embarking at Melbourne on 24 March he continued by Transport to Sydney.
Discharge from the A.I.F. in Sydney on 12 June 1919, he was entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
William Archibald McIvor was a member of 1ATC from May 1916 until his return to Australia in February 1920.  
In that period he would have worked at Hill 60 in the preparations for the Battle of Messines Ridge.  He also most likely worked on the digging of the Catacombs at Hill 63.  He may have been involved with the Easter Raid of April 1917 and the accidental explosion of 25 April 1917 which killed 10 members of his unit.  He may have also been involved with operations on the Hindenberg Line in September 1918 when 20 members of 1 & 2ATCs where decorated.  He may also have worked on the construction of the Hooge Crater dugouts.


In 1922 William married Elizabeth Stavert at Sydney, NSW.  Elizabeth was born at Burwood, NSW, in 1891, the daughter of William and Barbara Stavert.  

Williams’ father died at Kogarah, NSW in 1922.  The Coroner’s Report of 24 July 1922 recorded that he had died of ‘Effects of injuries accidentally received through falling from a pair of steps’.

His mother, Catherine McIvor (nee Leadbetter), died at Kogarah, NSW in 1928.


The 1930 Electoral Roll records William Archibald McIvor, plumber, living at Parramatta Road & Riverview Street, Ryde, with Elizabeth McIvor performing home duties.

The 1933 through 1943 Electoral Rolls record William Archibald McIvor, plumber, living at 1050 Victoria Road, Ryde, with Elizabeth McIvor performing home duties.  In November 1947 his service and medical documents were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney.

The 1949 Electoral Roll records William Archibald McIvor, plumber, living at 1050 Victoria Road, Ryde, with Elizabeth McIvor performing home duties.  John Murdoch McIvor, fitter, and Colin Douglas McIvor, clerk, are at the same address. 

William Archibald McIvor died at Ryde, NSW on 11 August 1951.


Probate was finalised in February 1952 in the amount of £2,710.

In 1954 Elizabeth is living at 311 Georges River Road, Croydon Park, NSW, with children Colin Douglas, John Murdoch and Ronald Maxwell.
Elizabeth McIvor (nee Stavert) died at Burwood in 1962.

Williams’ brother also served in WW1:

SERGEANT ARCHIBALD LEADBETTER McIVOR

9185 – 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital
Born at Edinburgh, Scotland on 5 June 1896 Archibald Leadbetter McIvor came from London to Australia on board Themistocles, disembarking at Sydney on 31 May 1912.  He is recorded as 18-years-of-age and occupied in Farming.  Also on board were Catherine McIvor, age 47, and her daughters Margaret, age 23; Christina, 21; Mary 19 and Cathie aged 15 years.

He underwent a medical examination on 2 September 1915 at the Town Hall Recruiting Depot, Sydney.

The examination recorded that he was 21 years and 3 months of age; he was 5ft 5ins tall and weighed115 pounds; he had a fresh complexion, grey-blue eyes and fair hair.  He was of the Presbyterian faith.

Found ‘fit for active service’, he enlisted on 15 Sep 1915 stating that he was a chemist by occupation having served a 3-year apprenticeship with Sloper Chemist of 152 King Street, Sydney.
[SMH 30 October 1912:  ‘Boy wanted, Sloper, Chemist, 152 King-st.’]

Archibald recorded previous military experience of 3 months with the 38th Infantry, Kogarah and named as Next-of-Kin his father, John McIvor of Bellevue Street, Kogarah, NSW.
He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 15 September 1915 at Warwick Farm, NSW, and training began with ‘A’ Company, 9th Battalion, Australian Imperial Expeditionary Force, Liverpool.  On 30 October he was transferred to the Australian Medical Corps. 
On 15 September 1916 he embarked at Alexandria for England on board Gloucester Castle.  On 28 September he was taken on strength of No2 Command Depot, Parkhouse.

On 13 February 1917 he left England for return to Australia on board HMAT A38 Ulysses for ‘Nursing Duties’.

On 20 March 1917 his documents were updated to record he was marched out of the 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital to A.A.M.C. Details at Parkhouse and his Next-of-Kin were advised that he was returning to Australia.
Disembarking in Australia on 14 April 1917 he was discharged from the A.I.F. on 23 April ‘to continue medical studies’.  He was entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

Archibald married Marion Cora Cook at Newton, NSW on 21 October 1922.  Marion, born in Sydney on 13 May 1894, was the spinster daughter of Silas Kemball Cook, compositor, and Caroline Norris Letheby.
In 1930 Archibald, pharmacist, was living at 33 Belmore Street, Burwood, with Marion.
The Electoral Rolls between 1936 and 1968 record Archibald Leadbetter (Leadbeater sic) McIvor, pharmacist, living at 10 Ashley Street, Hornsby, with Marion performing home duties.  In the 1954 Roll Ian Kemball McIvor, woolclasser, is living with them. 

Archibald served in WW2, Service Number N274370, naming his wife Marion McIvor as his Next-of-Kin.

In July 1946 Archibald’s service records for WW1 were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney.
In October 1958 his AF B103 (Casualty Form – Active Service) for WW1 was provided to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney.
Archibald Leadbetter McIvor, aged 74 years, died on 19 July 1968 and was buried at Section V; Row 5 at the Macquarie Park Cemetery and Crematorium, North Ryde.
In 1980 Marion was living at 2/1679 Pacific Highway, Wahroonga, NSW.  She died ay Wahroonga on 6 October 1990, aged 96 years.
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‘On the arrival of our troop ship in Alexandria in April 16, a party of some 120 out of our 1200 miners, with the wanderlust strong upon them, broke loose suddenly from our troop ship (Ulysses) as she lay at the wharf, rushed the sentries, and went careering like a lot of released school boys up the main street of Alexandria, making for the heart of the city.


Some bad sport, perhaps one should rather say, one sound disciplinarian, telephoned to the military police. And in due course the sappers were met by some charabancs driven by genial gentlemen, who offered them a lift. 


The offer was of course accepted, and presently the vehicle swung into a courtyard, the gates of which were promptly closed, and the sappers then realised that they were prisoners. One hundred and twenty of them were locked up in a building designed for a maximum of 60.  The sappers called it the ‘boob”.  The night was very hot and the “boob” threatened to become a veritable Black Hole of Calcutta. 


In the early dawn, an agonized SOS came from the military police to our ship to say that the sappers were tunnelling under the walls of the boob, and that it was tottering to its foundations, and would we send up a strong-armed party at once to hold and remove the prisoners.’


Major T.W. Edgeworth David











The Australian war photographer Captain Frank Hurley visited the Hooge Crater dugouts three days before the Battle of Menin Road and described the conditions he found:


	


It is a wretched job as they are working 25 feet below the surface level and most of the time knee deep in mud, which they jocularly term ‘hero juice’ on account of it percolating through tiers and tiers of buried corpses.  Most of the men are miners and they are applying their knowledge to supreme advantage whilst the Boche shells whiz and burst around them.


Damien Finlayson ‘Crumps and Camouflets’, page 241





William Archibald McIvor & Robert Hood – 12 April 1918


Photo courtesy Ewen Hill, grandson of 403 CQMS Robert Hood








Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Monday 17 July 1922:


DEATH


McIVOR. — July 16, at 3 Bellevue-street, John McIvor, aged 65 years, result of accident. 





Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Monday 17 July 1922:


MAN'S FATAL FALL.


Shortly after midday on Sunday John McIvor, 64, who resided in Bellevue-street, Kogarah, was found with his head badly injured in a shed at the rear of his house by his wife.  He had been working on the roof of the shed when he slipped and fell to the ground.  Dr. White, of Kogarah, later pronounced life extinct.











The Leader, Orange, NSW – Monday 28 May 1928:


OBITUARY.


MRS. KATHERINE McIVOR.


The death occurred, at her daughter's residence, in Park Street, Kogarah, at 4.30 a.m., on Friday, of Mrs. Katherine McIvor, at the age of 70 years, after a lengthy illness.  Mrs. McIvor, accompanied by her husband, who predeceases her by five or six years, and family, came out from Scotland 20 years ago, and settled in Australia.  Deceased's birthplace was Midlowan, Scotland.  She is survived by four daughters, two sons, and six grandchildren. The daughters are: Mrs. Purvis (Nepean Dam), Mrs. F. L. Matthews (Kogarah), Mrs. W. McMaster (Orange), and Mrs. Morgan (Bexley).  The sons are: Messrs. William (Ryde), and Archibald (chemist, Ardlethan).  The funeral took place at Kogarah on Saturday, the remains being laid at rest in the Woronora cemetery, Sutherland.





The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Thursday 8 November 1951:


Legal Notices


IN the Will of WILLIAM ARCHIBALD MCIVOR late of West Ryde in the State of New South Wales.


Plumber deceased - Application will be made after 14 days from the publication hereof that Probate for the last Will and Testament dated the 9th February 1940 of the above named deceased may be granted to Elizabeth McIvor the sole Executrix named in the said Will and all notices may be served at the under mentioned address.  All creditors in the Estate of the deceased are hereby required to send in particulars of their claims to the under signed LYNNE ROL1N, NIX & CO..  Proctors for the Executrix, 9-13 Bligh Street, Sydney.





Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Tuesday 14 August 1951:


FUNERALS


MclVOR.—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs. Bessie McIvor and Family, of 1050 Victoria Road, West Ryde, are invited to attend the Funeral of her dearly beloved Husband and their dear Father, WILLIAM ARCHIBALD (late Tunnelling Corps 1st A.I.F.); to leave Our Funeral Chapel, 84 Blaxland Road, Ryde, This Tuesday, after service commencing at 1.15 p.m., for the Northern Suburbs Crematorium.


THOMAS DIXON PTY. LTD.,


Established 1836. WY3317-MA6013.





Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Monday 13 August 1951:


DEATHS


McIVOR, William Archibald. — August 11, 1951, at R.G.H. Concord, beloved husband of Bessie, loving father of John, Colin, Barbara, and Ronald.  At rest.  For funeral arrangements see Tuesday’s Herald.





McIVOR. William Archibald - August 11 1951, at R.G.H. Concord, son of the late John and Catherine McIvor of North Berwick, Scotland and Kogarah NSW., and brother of Archie, Margaret (Mrs. W Purvis) Christine (Mrs. F Mathews), May (deceased) and Catherine (Mrs. C Morgan).  At rest.  Scottish papcrs please copy.





University of Sydney ‘Beyond 1914 Project’:


Archibald Leadbetter McIvor


Pharmacy: Private, A.A.M.C., A.I.F., Egypt, Gallipoli and England. Enlisting 15th September, 1915, transferred to A.A.M.C. and was detailed to check up medical stores on transports, being subsequently appointed dispenser in camps. Sailing 23rd December with 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital unit, was promoted acting sergeant on arrival in Egypt, proceeded to Lemnos and finally to hospital at Bulford. Returning to Australia in April, 1917, was temporarily discharged to complete studies and on completion volunteered again but the Armistice precluded further service. Early education at Bruntsfield, Edinburgh.


https://heuristplus.sydney.edu.au/heurist/?db=ExpertNation&ll=Beyond1914








