SAPPER SIDNEY WILLIAM McINDOE

1101 - 3rd Tunnelling Company

William Sydney McIndoe was born about 1891 at Carngham, (near Ballarat), Victoria, the son of Matthew Stewart and Elizabeth Melarkie (nee Butler) McIndoe.

In December 1906 the Western Argus reported that Sydney McIndoe was awarded ‘most popular’ boy at the Broad Arrow State School, Western Australia.
The 1916 Electoral Roll records three McIndoe brothers, Sidney William, railway employee; Percy, miner; and John Edwin Butler, railway employee, living at 218 Egan Street, Kalgoorlie. 

Sidney William McIndoe signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 24 October 1915.  He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 29 October 1915 at Blackboy Hill, Western Australia (WA).

A medical examination at Kalgoorlie on 21 October recorded that he was 23 years and 3 months, stood 5ft 7ins tall and weighed 140 pounds.  He had a fair complexion, blue eyes and fair hair.  He was of the Presbyterian faith. 
He stated he was Railway Employee, recorded Snake Valley, Victoria as his place of birth and named as his Next-of-Kin his father Matthew McIndoe of Marvel Lock (via Southern Cross), WA.

Training began at 34 Depot on 29 October and on 4 November he was transferred to ‘D’ Company, Depot Battalion.  On 3 December 1915 he was appointed to No.3 Company of the newly formed Australian Mining Corps with the rank of Sapper.
The original No.3 Company of the Mining Corps consisted of Company Headquarters and 3 Sections recruited in the 5th M.D. (Western Australia).  The major portion of No.3 Company was recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps began officially on December 1st, 1915. The recruits were placed for basic training the following day at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. as the Corps was being established.  
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No.3 Company, with a strength of 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks embarked from Fremantle, W.A. on December 18, 1915 and sailed to Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  

On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW.  
They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength of No.3 Company up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.  Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula to complete training as a Corps.

Sidney embarked at Sydney with the Mining Corps on board Ulysses on 20 February 1916.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Following the farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  After a delay of about a month for repairs, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  

The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  
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The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  
Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 
A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On 25 November 1916 Sidney reported sick and was admitted to the 72nd Field Ambulance before re-joining his unit in the Field on 3 December.  He was taken on strength of 3ATC on 18 December 1916

On the night of 13 May 1917 Sidney was found to be absent without leave between 8.00 pm and 8.30 pm and was awarded forfeiture of 7 days pay (£1-15-00) by the Officer Commanding 3ATC.
He was wounded in action (gas) on the night of 4/5 September 1917.
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He was admitted to the 16th Field Ambulance and then to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station on 5 September. He was transferred to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer on 6 September.  He re-joined his unit on 17 September 1917.   
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A telegram advising he had been gassed was sent to M. McIndoe, Marvel Lock, WA on 13 September.  In response to an inquiry, a second telegram advising that Sidney had been ‘gassed’ and that his condition was ‘not serious’ was sent to J. McIndoe, Railway Station, Kalgoorlie, on 25 September.
He was photographed in the Mess Hall of the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 30 January, 1918 at Noeux-les-mines.
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Sidney was due his Blue Chevrons on 20 February 1918.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

He enjoyed some leave from 9 December until 28 December 1918, re-joining his unit in the Field on 30 December.

He was admitted to the 39th Stationary Hospital on 3 January 1919 and then to the 39th General Hospital at Havre on 10 January.  He was evacuated to England and admitted to the 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital at Bulford on 16 January. 

Discharged from hospital on 23 March he marched in to the Conversion Training Depot, Parkhouse, on 24 March.  He marched out to No.1 Command Depot, Sutton Veny, on 1 April for demobilisation and return to Australia.
Sidney left England on 8 May 1919 on board H.M.T. Devanha.  He failed to re-board when Devanha left Colombo on 3 June and was deemed to be absent without leave.
As a ‘stowaway’, he reported to the Ships Orderly Room on H.M.T. Orari while at sea on 4 June 1919.
The transport docked at Woodman’s Point Quarantine Station for about seven days quarantine.  This was reported in the:

On release from quarantine disembarked at Fremantle on 26 June 1919 he underwent a medical examination at No.8 Australian General Hospital, Fremantle on 27 June which recorded that he had been gassed, had suffered no illness during his service and that he stated his condition was ‘good’.
Sidney was discharged from the A.I.F. on 19 August 1919, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
Sidney had been a member of 3ATC from May 1916 until his return to Australia June 1919.  3ATC first saw action at Boars Head in the lead up the Fromelles diversion ‘stunt’ of July 1916.  The Company was allocated to the First Army and were engaged variously at Laventie-Fauquissart, Givenchy, Loos, Lens, Double Crassiers and Vermelles and other places on the Western Front.

On 27 November 1916 at the ‘Black Watch Sap’, Hill 70, an enemy camouflet (or a premature explosion, depending on different accounts) killed 20 members of the company.  The next day 2 more members were killed in the same area by an enemy camouflet.  The 22 members of 3ATC were buried in 14 adjacent graves at the Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension.

The Companies major effort was at Hill 70 where they constructed the extensive Hythe Tunnel system.  The company was also heavily involved in road and bridge construction and the locating and clearing of enemy mines and booby traps.  This continued for the company for some months after the Armistice.  

The Electoral Roll of 1924 records Sidney William McIndoe, rubber worker, living at 87 Rowena Parade, Richmond, Victoria.  The 1937 and 1943 Electoral Rolls record Sydney William McIndoe, labourer, living at Tramway Kiosk, The Spit, Warringah, NSW.

The 1949 Electoral Roll records Sydney William, labourer, Percy George, overseer, and Marion McIndoe, (Percy’s wife) home duties, all living at Tramway Kiosk, The Spit, Warringah, NSW.

The 1954 Electoral Roll records Sydney William, labourer, Percy George, overseer, still living at Tramway Kiosk, The Spit, Warringah, NSW.

Sydney William McIndoe (recorded as MacIndoe) died in his 64th year on 13 April 1956, his estate administered by the Public Trustee, Sydney.

At Probate on 8 October 1956, his estate was valued at £630 and his address was recorded as ‘The Spit’ and his occupation as ‘PMG Linesman’.
He was buried at Rookwood Cemetery, Sydney, at Section 5G, Row 12, as Sydney W. McIndoe. 
Two of Sidney’s brothers also served in WW1:
PRIVATE PERCY GEORGE McINDOE

2411 – 11th Infantry Battalion

Enlisting at Kalgoorlie on 31 May 1915, 2411 Percy George McIndoe was 24 years and 4 months of age, a railway employee who stated he was born at Ballarat, Victoria.  
He embarked at Fremantle on 25 June 1915 as a Private soldier with the 7th Reinforcements to the 11th Infantry Battalion on board HMAT A63 Karoola.  He arrived on the Gallipoli Peninsula on 4 August 1915 and was evacuated with influenza on 12 October.
On 7 January 1916 he re-joined his unit, now at Tel-el-Kebir, and embarked for France on 29 March.  He was promoted to Corporal on 7 August and then to Sergeant on 31 August.  On 1 September he was promoted to Company Sergeant Major.
He was wounded in action on 28 April 1918, re-joining his unit on 23 August.  Wounded again the same day, he remained on duty.  
On 18 September 1918 he was wounded for a third time receiving a bullet wound to his left side.  Evacuated to England on 22 September and admitted to the 1st Southern General Hospital.  Discharged from hospital, he had a fortnights furlough from 24 October and remained in England until returning to Australia in December 1918.
The AWM records the submission by the C.O. of the 11th Battalion, Major A. H. Darnell DSO, recommending an unspecified award to Percy:

“Near VILLERET during our attack on the Brown Line on September 18th, 1918, this Warrant Officer, although wounded by a machine gun bullet in the back, carried on for two and a half hours and showed great gallantry and splendid example in flanking two successive points of resistance under cross M.G. fire.

He was of the greatest assistance to his company commander in controlling the company in the smoke and refused to leave the line until consolidation was well underway.”

A hand written note records: ‘withheld by Bde not up to standard’.  The recommendation was re-submitted on the correct form.

Discharged in Western Australia on 11 April 1919 he was entitled to wear the 1914/15 Star, the British War medal and the Victory Medal.  Percy married Marion Curwood in Victoria in 1924 and served in WW2 with the Service Number N234495.

Percy George McIndoe died at Nedlands on 11 April 1960 aged 70 years and is memorialised at Karrakatta Cemetery, Western Australia.
PRIVATE JOHN EDWIN BUTLER McINDOE

4181 – 28th Battalion
Enlisting at Kalgoorlie on 10 January 1916, 4181 John Edwin Butler McIndoe was 21 years and 7 months of age, a railway employee who stated he was born at Snake Valley, Victoria.  
He embarked at Fremantle on 1 April 1916 as a Private soldier with the 9th to 18th Reinforcements to the 28th Infantry Battalion on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  He arrived in France on 10 July 1916 and was wounded in action on 29 July receiving shell wounds to his left leg and abdomen.
Evacuated to England on 9 August he was returned to Australia on Hospital Ship Karoola, leaving England on 16 October 1916.  Discharged in Western Australia on 7 July 1917 he was entitled to wear the British War medal and the Victory Medal.

John married Laura Ethel Quartermaine on 19 January 1926 at Wyalkatchem, WA.


Edwin John Butler McIndoe died at Mount Lawley on 4 October 1992 aged 98 years and is memorialised at Karrakatta Cemetery, Western Australia.
The three men are commemorated on the Carngham Soldiers Memorial on the Linton-Carngham Road, Snake Valley Honour Reserve, Snake Valley, Victoria.
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No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





‘On the arrival of our troop ship in Alexandria in April 16, a party of some 120 out of our 1200 miners, with the wanderlust strong upon them, broke loose suddenly from our troop ship (Ulysses) as she lay at the wharf, rushed the sentries, and went careering like a lot of released school boys up the main street of Alexandria, making for the heart of the city.


Some bad sport, perhaps one should rather say, one sound disciplinarian, telephoned to the military police. And in due course the sappers were met by some charabancs driven by genial gentlemen, who offered them a lift. 


The offer was of course accepted, and presently the vehicle swung into a courtyard, the gates of which were promptly closed, and the sappers then realised that they were prisoners. One hundred and twenty of them were locked up in a building designed for a maximum of 60.  The sappers called it the ‘boob”.  The night was very hot and the “boob” threatened to become a veritable Black Hole of Calcutta. 


In the early dawn, an agonized SOS came from the military police to our ship to say that the sappers were tunnelling under the walls of the boob, and that it was tottering to its foundations, and would we send up a strong-armed party at once to hold and remove the prisoners.’


Major T.W. Edgeworth David











3rd Tunnelling Company End-of-War Report:





On 5.9.17 the following were gassed at Nizam Trench, Hill 70: -


		


1046 Sgt Jamieson, W.G.		  998 Spr  Fisher, H.


  991 Spr Eddison, J.J.	            		2409   “    Springfield, C.E.


1129   “   Porter, H.			1281   “    Hoy, H.


4360   “   Howe, C.			4458   “    Richards, W.


1314   “   Fowler, A.G.			1101   “    McIndoe, S.W.


5009   “   McKiernan, W.		6813   “    Edwards, A.E.


1297   “   Tester, A.P.M.		1292   “    Vidacovich, G.A.


6776   “   Warren, L.A. 			4315   “     Duffy, J.


5793   “   McLean, W.








Spr. McIndoe identified as circled





West Australian Saturday June 21, 1919:


WOODMAN’S POINT


Dr Frank Telford reported last night that 39 Western Australian troops ex the troopship Orari had been landed at Woodman’s Point Quarantine Station yesterday.  The list of patients stands as follows: Dangerously ill 2; seriously ill 2; mildly ill 13; convalescent 10; and 233 contacts.  It is reported that the whole of the patients have shown improvement yesterday.





Western Argus, WA – Tuesday 1 July 1924:


SENSATIONAL PERTH CASE


Perth, June 23.


A railway, guard named John McIndoe had a sensational experience early this morning.  McIndoe woke up to find two strangers in his room in East Perth.  He had a sum of £31 10/ in his trousers pocket, and one of the intruders took possession of it.  McIndoe, however, did not propose to lose his money without a struggle, and rushed the man who had taken it, and succeeded in regaining it.  The her man drew a revolver and struck McIndoe on the head.  The two intruders then decamped, their flight being hastened by two shots from a revolver which McIndoe had meanwhile obtained from another inmate of the house.  Mclndoe was subsequently treated at the hospital for his injuries.





Images and description taken from: 


www.monumentaustralia.org.au


Photographs supplied by Kent Watson





Front Inscription:


Pro Patria Peace.


To the Glory of God and in Honor of the Men of this District, who fought in the Great War. 1914 - 1918





Back Inscription:


The Price of Liberty is Eternal Vigilance�  Lest We Forget





In 2014 the Memorial was refurbished and the Avenue of Honour was tidied.  





Anzac Day services that year were held at the Memorial for the first time in 30 years.  The completion of the work was reported in: The Courier - April 22 2014 by Nicole Cairns.  





Photo of the Memorial and organisers of the project by Jason Whitlock.
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Anzac Day services that year were held at the Memorial for the first time in 30 years.  The completion of the work was reported in: The Courier - April 22 2014 by Nicole Cairns.  
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