SAPPER WILLIAM JOHN McGRATH

6025 – 1st Tunnelling Company
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William John McGrath was born at Greenwill Point, Nowra, N.S.W. in 1875 the son of Thomas and Kathleen McGrath.   The family moved to the Richmond River district near Ballina, NSW. He married Annie Tomlinson on April 2, 1902 in Queensland and his occupation was a Lengthsman with the Queensland Railway.
At forty-one years of age William applied to enlist for service abroad at Bundaberg, Queensland on May 9, 1917 and passed the preliminary medical examination being declared fit for active service.  Personal particulars taken show he was married with three children and postal address was Woongarra, Qld.  His height was 173cms (5ft 8ins) with a chest expansion of 86-92cms (34-36½ins).  The Application was accepted in Bundaberg by the Recruiting Officer on May 16, 1917. 

Attestation forms were completed that day adding further information of his weight 65kgs (143lbs) with a dark complexion with brown eyes and brown hair.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  His wife Mrs Annie McGrath of Inveragh, North Coast Line, Qld was nominated as next-of-kin and he allotted three-fifths of his pay to support her and their children.  He was sworn in the same day.

The venue for basic training was Enoggera camp, Brisbane where Private McGrath commenced training with the 11th Depot Battalion from May 18 until August 3, 1916.  He was sent to the Miners’ Depot (1st Military District) for further instruction and after taking final Home Leave was transferred to the Miners’ Training camp at Seymour, Victoria.  He was assigned on September 9 to the December, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 6025.  

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call and while on board the following action was taken.



Offence:
While under orders for Active Service





Failing to report at rendezvous given.  While on A/S absent without





leave from transport for 24 hours 6/12/16



Award:

21 days detention by Lt-Col Bemmot G.T.C.


Total forfeiture:
23 days pay.  7/12/16/

The ship’s departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  On December 22, 1916 a remission of his sentence by 7 days was issued by the Officer in Command Transport A38.  Arrival was at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea and the troops disembarked at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth.  The next day arrived at the Aust Details camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front during the Northern winter.

On January 28, 1917 the Reinforcements proceeded from Folkstone to France and marched into the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples a day later.   

Sapper McGrath was admitted to the 26th General Hospital at Etaples on January 31, 1917 suffering from P.U.O. (Pyrexia (Fever) of Uncertain Origin) and severe Bronchitis.  Unfortunately he died at 8 a.m. on February 4, 1917 as a result of this disease aged 41 years and 9 months and was interred in the Etaples Military Cemetery, France in Plot Q grave no. 195.

His personal effects were forwarded to the Australia Kit Store to be returned to his widow.  These items were:


Postcards, Belt, Badge, Wallet, Identity Disc, Handkerchief, Letters and a Cotton Bag.

His widow was advised by Major Darcy of Brisbane on February 12 of his demise and on February 19, 1917 a copy of his service was made for War Pensions.

Mrs McGrath who was the Gatekeeper at Inveragh, Gladstone Line, Qld wrote to Base Records requesting further particulars of her husband’s death as she had not been advised of his sickness and required a Certificate of Death and information to complete Insurance forms. 
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The Brisbane Courier on Tuesday April 3, 1917 published this Insurance notice:

On May 11, 1917 his widow once again wrote requesting a copy of his Death Certificate as she had business waiting to be settled and could not proceed without it.  She also inquired as to his deferred pay of one shilling per day from October 28, 1916 until February 4, 1917 and where to apply for this.  Base Records replied on May 21 referring her to the Paymaster, Victoria Barracks, Brisbane and suggested to apply without delay to that Officer.  A copy of the Death Certificate had been forwarded on May 8, 1917.

A memo written on a memorandum of the Queensland Railway was dated January 30, 1920 to the Department of Defence, Melbourne in reply to their memo dated December 22, 1919 in which she clarified they put a [Christian] Cross instead of the Star of David in the stone marker on his grave. 

In her haste Mrs A. McGrath at Murray’s Creek had neglected to specify details of her husband other than Sapper McGrath, necessitating The Department of Defence on October 19, 1920 to request details of her deceased soldier in regards to the permanent memorial on his grave.  Their form was completed and received on October 25, 1920.

For serving his country Sapper 6025 William John McGrath, Tunnelling Company Reinforcements was issued with the British War Medal (51660) and the Victory Medal (50986).  

Triplicate photographs of her late husband’s grave were forwarded on June 23, 1920 and receipted on January 22, 1921. 

Mrs McGrath wrote on January 26, 1921 requesting one dozen postcards of her husband’s grave similar to the ones she had just received and enclosed a postal note for three shillings.  She was advised that her additional photos would be promptly forwarded when they came to hand and these were receipted on July 1, 1921. 

On April 29, 1921 the War Medal was sent to the Commandant 1st Military District to distribute to his widow.  The Victory Medal was posted on April 23, 1923 and delivery accepted the next day.

A copy of ‘Where the Australian’s Rest’ was forwarded on May 17, 1921 to his widow.

The Memorial Scroll (321360) was issued on December 16, 1921 and the Memorial Plaque on August 7, 1922 was acknowledged on August 22, 1922.  

A letter dated August 12, 1921 advising Mrs McGrath that the site of her late husband’s grave was now officially registered as Plot 21, Row D in grave no. 11.  They advised that the actual site of burial had not changed but numbering altered to conform to the layout of the cemetery.

Notification that she had remarried was dated August 26, 1922 and her present address was Mrs A. Wuth, care of J.E. Wuth, Laidley, via Brisbane, Qld.

From her home at Laidley via Brisbane, Qld Mrs Wuth requested two copies of pamphlets of ‘Graves of the Fallen’ on April 29, 1923 and enclosed one shilling in stamps.
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The photograph and extract were published in the book Queenslanders Who Fought in the Great War.
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Photo: Queenslanders Who Fought in the Great War





McGRATH, William John. No. 6025, 1st Tunnelling Coy. Born at Shoalhaven, Richmond River, N.S.W., and educated at Ballina, N.S.W.  The son of the late Thomas and Kathleen McGrath, of Hardie Street, North Botany, Sydney.  Enlisted at Bundaberg, 16th May, 1916. Sailed from Melbourne, 25th October, 1916. Arrived in England on 28th December, 1916. Left for France and landed at Bolougne, 16th January, 1917, going to Etaples.  Died at Etaples Australian Military Hospital, 4th February, 1917, of pneumonia, and was buried at Etaples Cemetery.





PUBLIC NOTICES


AUSTRALIAN MUTUAL PROVIDENT


SOCIETY


Established 1849


Queensland Branch: Queen and Edward


Streets, Brisbane


In the matter of WILLIAM JOHN McGRATH, late of Inveragh, Lengthsman, deceased, whose life was assured under Policy No. 528809 in this Society.


Notice is hereby given that it is the intention of the Society, on or after the third day of May next to PAY the PROCEEDS of the above Policy to ANNIE McGRATH, the lawful WIDOW of the said deceased in terms of Section 39 “The Life Association Companies Act of 1901.”  Any persons objecting to such payment being met must notify the objection to the said Society within two weeks of the date hereof.


Dated at Brisbane this THIRD Day of APRIL, 1917


									A. AMIES, Resident Secretary





Photo of headstone & cemetery by kind permission of


Robin Sanderson, Paris France
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The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:





ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London
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