SAPPER GEORGE AITCHESON McFADYEN

5586 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Carlton, Victoria was the birthplace of George Aitcheson McFadyen in 1891 the son of Ebenezer and Sarah (nee Thistlewaite) McFadyen.  In 1912 he was working in Kalgoorlie, Western Australia and a member of the M.U.I.O.O.F. Hope of Waterfall Lodge No. 59.  A social event of the Society was reported in the:


He is listed as a labourer working at Golden Ridge, Kalgoorlie, W.A. in 1916.

At the recruiting depot in Brunswick, Vic of March 27, 1916 he applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show the twenty-four year old engine drive was unmarried and 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall with a chest measurement of 102cms (40ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.  

The next day Attestation forms were completed describing him further with a florid complexion, brown eyes and dark brown hair.  Chest expansion was 94-102cms (37-40ins) and weighed 74kgs (163lbs) with distinctive marks given as three vaccination scars on his left arm and a scar on his shin.  Presbyterian was his religion.  Next-of-kin was his mother Sarah McFadyen of 6 Donald Street, Brunswick, Vic.  He signed and took the “Oath of Enlistment” the same day.

Basic training commenced with ‘D Coy’ 22nd Depot Battalion from April 17 to April 26, 1916 when he was transferred to ‘C Coy’ 22nd Depot Battalion.  A month later was moved to 21st Battalion at Royal Park.  On June 30, 1916 he was transferred to the Engineers’ training camp at Seymour, Vic to train there and allotted to the October, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5586.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched into the Aust Details Camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

On January 28, 1917 the Reinforcement proceeded to France from Folkstone on board the S.S. Onward and marched into the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples the next day.

With his civil qualification of engine driver he was more beneficial to the work of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company therefore was attached to this company on February 24 and taken on strength with the company on September 10, 1917.  

Service continued without incident and was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for twelve months abroad.  He was noted in an audit of the company on July 18, 1918 and still serving with them when Peace was declared.  The company remained on the front continuing to generate electricity and supply and service small engines and pump for water supplies for those rehabilitating their districts.

Leave to the United Kingdom was granted but was admitted to the 1st Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield while on leave with Effort Syndrome (also called Soldier’s Heart.  Nervous heart or cardiac neurosis.   Patient exhibits a group of symptoms he thinks are heart disease but has a healthy heart.  Underlying disorder is anxiety.)  He was discharged to furlough on December 30, 1918 and to report to the No. 1 Command Depot on January 13, 1919.

Sapper McFadyen embarked for Australia on February 9, 1919 on board the H.T. Ascanius.  His mother was advised by Base Records on February 27, 1919 that he was on his way home.  The ship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on April 3, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in: 


Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on May 11, 1919 as medically unfit.  Towards the end of the year George was a patient at No. 16 Aust General Hospital in MacLeod R.S., Vic.

For serving his country Sapper 5586 George Aitcheson McFadyen, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company was issued with the British War Medal (59391) and the Victory Medal (57787).   These medals were unclaimed at the designated barracks and returned to the Medals Section at Base Records on May 10, 1923.  A letter was sent care of his mother at 6 Donald Street, Brunswick on October 29, 1923 but was returned to the Records Officer marked ‘gone away’.  On March 3, 1925 his medals were sent to him by registered post.

The Perth branch of the Taxation Department wrote to Base Records on June 20, 1920 requested the enlistment, embarkation and discharge dates of the ex-soldier and his present address.  Records replied on June 24 giving the requested information and the last address known to them. 

As part of the Soldier Settlers’ Scheme he went farming at Winkleigh, near Beaconsfield, Tasmania where he is registered in 1922.  His wife Athalie Haddee Rye McFadyen gave birth to their daughter Jean on November 23, 1923 at Winkleigh.  A few years later the following appeared in the Launceston newspaper:


A Statement of Service was sent from Base Records to the Repatriation Commission on June 20, 1930.

George made application on October 2, 1930 from 59 Farm Street, Newport, Vic for a duplicate Discharge Certificate declaring in a Statutory Declaration that the Certificate ‘was lost as far as I know from my home in Winkleigh, Tas about six years ago.’  Base Records forwarded the Certificate to him on October 4, 1930.

He was elected to the Executive Committee of the Boulder Sub-branch of the R.S.S.A.I.L.A. in 1930.

The following year they are residing at 16 Moran Street, Kalgoorlie, W.A. where he is an engine driver.  From 1937 to 1943 they are registered at Red Hill, Wiluna, W.A. with the same occupation.

The Repatriation Commission in Perth requested a Statement of Service from Base Records on October 8, 1943.

George Aitcheson McFadyen died on October 28, 1951 aged 60 years.  Family notices were published in: 


His grave is marked with a Commonwealth War Grave plaque, which is located in the Presbyterian portion of Karrakatta cemetery, Perth W.A. within section KA in gravesite 457. 

His wife Athalie H.R. McFadyen passed away on September 28, 1971 aged 80 and her grave is situated in the Karrakatta General cemetery, lawn 1, no 184.

His daughter Jean McFadyen enlisted from Red Hill on July 28, 1942 in Perth, W.A. with the Royal Australian Air Force (WAAF) listing next-of-kin as George McFadyen.  Service number was 10315 as aircraftwoman with the Station H.Q. Pearce until discharge took place on April 11, 1946.
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Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday April 4, 1912:


DRUIDS GALA


FRIENDLY SOCIETY’S CHAMPIONSHIP


The following are entries in the Friendly Society’s Druid’s Shield - Horses: I.O.O.F. Waterfall, G.A. McFadyen.              


             											        Article abridged  








The Argus Thursday April 3, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


TODAY’S DISEMBARKATION


At 10 o’clock this morning about 400 returned soldiers from the troopship Ascanius, who have been in quarantine, will disembark at the New Pier, Port Melbourne.


On Monday those who returned on the transport Orca will be released from quarantine anytime, and will also disembark at Port Melbourne.


All motorists who are able to assist on this occasion are requested by the Royal Automobile Club to be at the pier at that time.  Relatives and friends of the soldiers are advised to assemble at Sturt Street, as they will not be allowed to travel in the cars.








Examiner (Tas) Saturday June 6, 1925:


CLEARING SALE AT WINKLEIGH


P.A. McRAE, under instructions from Mr G.A. McFadyen, will sell by auction, on his farm, at Winkleigh, on TUESDAY, 9th JUNE, AT 1.30 P.M.


The whole of his stock, implements, household furniture, and sundries, comprising:-


STOCK AND IMPLEMENTS


Draught horse, mare and foal, pony and jinker, 5 store pigs, 1 cow (in calf), farm tip-dray, 2-ton lorry, 2 S.F. ploughs, 2 sets harrows, potato hiller, set scales and weights, hand chaffcutter, harness, swingletrees and chains, drag chains, crosscut saw, etc.


HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE


Dining-room suite, chiffoniser, cedar round table, 2 double iron bed steads with wire mattresses and bedding, duchess pair, toiletware, dressing table, perambulator, linoleum, coir matting dining table, kitchen dresser, crockery, cooking utensils.


49 fowls and sundries.











The West Australian Tuesday October 30, 1951:


DEATHS


McFADYEN—On October 28, 1951 at Repatriation Hospital, Hollywood, George Aitcheson, 30 Eric Street, Como, dearly beloved  husband of Athalie, father of Jean, father-in-law of Geoffrey Newton, grandfather of Robert and Neil, aged 60.


Sadly missed


McFADYEN—A tribute to the memory of our dear friend George, who passed away October 28.


George & Beat Hemley





FUNERAL NOTICES


McFADYEN—The friends of the late George Aitcheson McFadyen of 30 Eric Street, Como, dearly beloved husband of Athalie, will take place in the Presbyterian Cemetery, Karrakatta, at 3.30 o’clock THIS (Tuesday) AFTERNOON.  The cortege will leave our Funeral Parlour, 190 Albany Road, Victoria Park at 3 o’clock.
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