SAPPER MICHAEL GEORGE McFADDEN
1255 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Born at Sydney in 1891, Michael George was the son of Michael and Kate (nee McBride) McFadden.  Both his parents came from Donegal, Ireland, arriving in 1879 and 1886 respectively, and were married at St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney, in 1887.  Michael George had a brother, John Joseph, and 3 sisters, Agnes Sophia, Mary Josephine and Kate.  
The 1913 Roll records the family living at 189 William Street, Darlinghurst.  Father Michael McFadden is working as a labourer while his wife Kate performs domestic duties.   Michael George works as a mechanic and his brother John Joseph as an engineer.  Sister Mary is helping her mother with the domestic duties.  His second brother, Anthony Patrick (also became an engineer) and sisters Kate and Agnes Sophia (later to become a Doctor) are not yet 21 years old and do not appear on the Electoral Rolls.
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Michael George completed and signed the ‘Application to Enlist in the Australian Imperial Force’ at Victoria Barracks, Sydney on 22 November 1915.  
He also completed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ the same day stating he was a ‘motor mechanic and telegraph’ by occupation and naming as Next-of-Kin his father, Michael McFadden of “Mulroy”, Latimer Street, Rose Bay, NSW.

A medical examination the same day recorded that he was 24 years and 8 months of age; that he was 5ft 9¾ins tall and weighed 156 pounds.  He had a dark complexion, brown eyes and brown hair.  He was of the Roman Catholic faith.  
He signed the Attestation, and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’, at Casula, NSW, on 8 February 1916 and was appointed to ‘C’ Company, Depot Battalion.  

On 11 February he was appointed to the Mining Corps and embarked for the European Theatre with No.3 Company, No.1 Mining Corps, on board Ulysses.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  
The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Following the farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  
Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  After a delay of about a month for repairs, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  
The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  
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The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

No.3 Company was allotted to the 11th Corps, 1st Army.

No.1 and No.2 Sections marched into billets at Laventie and Le Drumez on 13 May 1916 from Hazebrouck.  (Sheet 36. S.W.1.M.2.c.90.60.)  
No.3 Section of No.3 Company proceeded from Hazebrouck to Le Hamel on 13 may 1916 to the 254th Company R.E. for instructional purposes.  
No.4 Section of No.3 Company went from Hazebrouck to Bethune on 13 May 1916 to the 251st Company R.E. for instruction.

The four sections re-combined to relieve the 255th Coy, R.E. in the sector from Sheet 36.S.W.1.N.8.central to Sheet 36.S.W.3.  This mining sector included the existing mine systems of Red Lamp; Winchester; Colvin; Ducks Bill and Sign Post Lane.  The relief was completed on May 26, 1916.  No.3 Company later became the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC).
On 24 May 1916 Michael reported sick and was admitted to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station with a sprained right ankle, before being discharged to his unit on 31 May. 
5 June he again reported sick and on 10 June was admitted to No.26 General Hospital, Etaples, with synovitis of the knee.  He was transferred to No.4 General Hospital, Camier on 17 June and embarked from Calais for England on board the Hospital Ship Stad Antwerpen.
On 13 July 1916 at the Northampton War Hospital, Duston, he wrote in the Autograph Book of Nurse Dolly Derham.
His documents have no entries between 17 June and 4 September 1916.  When and how he got to Duston hospital and why he was in the 1st Australian Auxiliary Hospital is not known.
From the 1st Australian Auxiliary Hospital, Harefield, he was transferred to the Northamptonshire War Hospital, Duston, on 4 September 1916 with synovitis of the right knee.  On 14 September he was transferred from the 1st Auxiliary Hospital, Harefield, he was discharged to Headquarters for furlough.

After furlough he was to report to No.2 Australian Command Depot, Weymouth where he was taken on strength of the Administrative Headquarters on 28 September.  He was transferred to and taken on strength of No.3 Camp, Parkhouse on 3 October 1916.   
He was transferred to No.4 Camp, Parkhouse and on 16 December he marched back in to No.3 Camp and was attached to the Australian Army Service Corps Training Depot for rations.
He proceeded overseas to France on 28 January 1917 on board S.S. Onward and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) on 29 January.  On 13 February 1917 he was transferred from the 3rd Tunnelling Company to England for permanent Base duty.
At No.2 Command Depot, Weymouth, Michael reported sick on 18 February and was admitted to the Isolation Hospital before being transferred to Verne Military Hospital, Portland the next day.  Discharged from hospital on 3 March 1917, he marched in to No.2 Command Depot, Weymouth.  

On 24 April he was admitted to the 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital, Bulford, with dermatitis.  He was discharged to No.2 Command Depot on 4 May.  
He was taken on strength of AMTS, Chelsea on 19 June 1917, promoted to Motor Driver and detached for duty with the Administrative Headquarters, London the same day.
He was admitted to the 2nd Auxiliary Hospital, Southall on 29 July 1917 with furunculosis (boils), re-joining AMTS, Chelsea on 7 August.  

On 26 January 1918 Michael was detached from duty at Chelsea for duty at Bovington Camp for instruction in Tanks and was attached to the School of Instruction, Bovington the next day.  He marched out of the School on 5 March to AHQ, London, where he was attached for duty on 21 March 1918 from the Tank Corps.  
On 25 April he marched out to the Tank Corps.  On 7 May he marched in to No2. Command Depot from furlough.
Michael left London on 12 May 1918 for return to Australia on board Ruahine as Tank crew in view of the medical class for Tank personnel.  
He was discharged from the A.I.F. on 12 August 1918 as medically unfit, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
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In November 1923 he requested that his war medals be forwarded to him at “Mulroy”, Latimer Road, Rose Bay, Sydney.
In June 1927 his medical and service records were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney.  Also in in June 1927 his place of enlistment (Casula, NSW) was provided to the German Verge New South Wales, Returned Soldiers Repatriation Trust.
[When Mr. German Verge, of Macleay River, NSW, died on 17 January 1920, his Will left the bulk of his wealth for the benefit of returned soldiers.]
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Michael George McFadden married Annie Isabella Hales (nee Burnett) in January 1928.  
Michael George McFadden died on 27 August 1928.


He was buried at Woronora Memorial Park, Sutherland, at Plot RC-1-0670.


His death was deemed to be related to his war service and, after inquiries by his widow, a Memorial Plaque, Memorial Scroll and King’s Message were issued to Annie on 19 October 1929 and a plaque acknowledging his service was placed on his grave in the same year. 
He is also commemorated with a plaque at the New South Wales Garden of Remembrance, Rookwood: Area: Wall 10 Wall: 10 Row: Panel: E
AIF
1255 SAPPER

M. G. MCFADDEN

1 TUNNELLING COMPANY

27-8-1928

In 1930 Annie Isabella McFadden was living at 9 Park Road Ramsgate.  She married Edward Horton at Newcastle in 1932 and died in 1963 at Newcastle. 

Michael’s father, Michael McFadden, died on 10 July 1935 and was buried at Woronora Memorial Park in the same grave as his son.  Michael’s mother, Kate McFadden, died on 14 August 1938 at Petersham and was buried at Woronora Memorial Park in the same grave as her son and her husband.
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ADDENDUM 1
Michael was one of two Australian Tunnellers known to have written in Nurse Dolly Derhams’ autograph book, the other being 2331 Sapper George Henry Roots.


Michael standing with his sister Kate at middle rear
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‘On the arrival of our troop ship in Alexandria in April 16, a party of some 120 out of our 1200 miners, with the wanderlust strong upon them, broke loose suddenly from our troop ship (Ulysses) as she lay at the wharf, rushed the sentries, and went careering like a lot of released school boys up the main street of Alexandria, making for the heart of the city.


Some bad sport, perhaps one should rather say, one sound disciplinarian, telephoned to the military police. And in due course the sappers were met by some charabancs driven by genial gentlemen, who offered them a lift. 


The offer was of course accepted, and presently the vehicle swung into a courtyard, the gates of which were promptly closed, and the sappers then realised that they were prisoners. One hundred and twenty of them were locked up in a building designed for a maximum of 60.  The sappers called it the ‘boob”.  The night was very hot and the “boob” threatened to become a veritable Black Hole of Calcutta. 


In the early dawn, an agonized SOS came from the military police to our ship to say that the sappers were tunnelling under the walls of the boob, and that it was tottering to its foundations, and would we send up a strong-armed party at once to hold and remove the prisoners.’


Major T.W. Edgeworth David











McFadden driving War Loan Tank Adelaide SA c1920


source: Discovering Anzacs





Photo at left also at the Australian War Memorial 
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The British Mark IV Female Tank Serial 4643 was sent to Australia to assist in raising War Loans, its first stop was Adelaide in September and after a public naming competition the name 'Grit' was bestowed on the tank by Lady Galway, the wife of the South Australian Governor. The tank then moved onto Melbourne and was exhibited at the Royal Agricultural Show where it was just as popular as it was in Adelaide. In October the tank was railed to Sydney for display. An admission charge of eleven shillings was made for adults and three pence for children. For the sum of ten pound ten shillings a ride around a specially constructed circuit could be purchased and for five pound five shillings the tank could be inspected at close hand. The tank was used in few displays during 1919 and was placed in storage in the Army engineering depot in South Melbourne and later transferred to the Australian War Museum. Eventually Grit was moved to Canberra and is now on display in ANZAC Hall at the Australian War Memorial. The tank was commanded by Captain NL Brown.





The Labor Daily, Sydney – Tuesday 5 May 1925:


A LOAD OF LEAD


WATER BOARD'S LOSS


A case of an unusual nature was heard at the Parramatta Police Court yesterday, when two young me Michael George McFaddon and Victor Valle, were charged with the theft of 27 ingots of lead, valued at £49/6/, from the Water and Sewerage Board's depot at the pipehead, Guildford.


From the evidence of Constable Sly, the arresting officer, it appeared that the two men drove up in a motor car on the night of Monday, April 27, and removed the lead, though quite a hundred men were working In the vicinity.


It was stated that Valle had been in the board's employ for 16 years, while McFaddon had recently joined the service.


Inspector Valle, of the W. and S. Board, was called to identify the property, but as soon as Mr. Perry, S.M., learned that one of the defendants was Valle's own son, he suggested that other evidence should be substituted.


"It is on record," said the S.M., "that some hundreds of years ago, a magistrate in Holland had his own son hanged over the lintel of his door.  That was the magistrate's duty.  I have no doubt that this witness would do his duty here, but, under the circumstances, I think that the signed statements of these two men will be sufficient."


Mr. Parker told that McFadden had a first-class war record.  He had been the driver, of a tank at the front for a considerable time.  But, on Anzac Day, the two men started out for a holiday - and, unfortunately, they kept it up.


"Yes," added Mr. Kemp, who was appearing for Valle, "Why, on the Monday afternoon, they drank two bottles of rum and six bottles of beer.  How could men be held responsible for their actions after such a carouse?  A man might kill his own mother-in-law after such Indulgence."


As it, was the first appearance of either in any court, Mr, Perry decided that a fine of £10 each would be a sufficiently severe penalty.











The Sydney Morning Herald, Sydney – Tuesday 28 August 1928:


DEATHS


McFADDEN. – August 27, 1928, at his residence, 70, Barton-street, Kogarah, Michael George McFadden, late Tunnellers, A.I.F., dearly-loved husband of Annie McFadden, and son of Mr. and Mrs. M. G. McFadden, of Latimer-road, Rose Bay, aged 37 years. R.I.P.
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Dora Beatrice Derham, "Dolly", 1890-1966, was the eldest of four children. A policeman's daughter, she started work at the Berrywood Asylum as a kitchen assistant before becoming a nurse. She remained when it became a War Hospital and received general medical training.


She started collecting contributions from soldiers to her autograph book in July 1916; her younger brother Dennis Victor Derham  was Private 23551 with the Northamptonshire Regiment and was killed on 9/9/1916. He is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.


It is not known where Dolly got her book from, but an inscription indicates it was a present from France, perhaps from her brother or from one of her patients.


She resumed her mental health nursing career after the war, remaining at what became St Crispins Hospital and becoming Sister of Connolly Lodge, a rehabilitation ward, until her eventual and apparently reluctant retirement in 1961, having been mentioned in Despatches for distinguished service and devotion to duty  in 1917, and awarded the British Empire Medal in the 1955 Birthday Honours. She never married and died in 1966 in Middlesex House, Pitsford, Northamptonshire, which was then a small geriatric hospital.


https://sites.google.com/site/northamptonwarhospital/








