SAPPER NORMAN McDONALD

7241 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Born at Fryerstown (Castlemain), Victoria in 1887, Norman was the son of James and Mary (nee Ferguson) McDonald.  The couple had married in 1883 and had four children: Ida, Norman, Bella and Ronald.

 Norman was a 29-year-old single Miner when he enlisted on 19 October 1916 at Blackboy Hill, WA for service abroad with the A.I.F., giving his address as c/o P.O. Laverton and naming as his Next of Kin his father James McDonald of Fryerstown, Victoria.

He also signed the Citizens Forces Attestation Paper at ‘A’ Company, Mungari Recruits Camp on 20 October 1916.  He named his mother, Mrs. J McDonald of Fryerstown as his Next of Kin, and stated his permanent address as Ida H., Laverton, WA.

Norman was 5ft 8in tall with a dark complexion, brown eyes and black hair.  He was medically examined at Laverton and was found to be ‘Fit for Active Service’.  He was allocated the Regimental Number of 7241 (crossed out and amended to 6980), the rank of Private, and sent to the 91st Depot on 28 October 1916.

He was transferred to the Tunnelling Reinforcements on 1 December, and given the rank of Sapper and moved to the Miners reinforcements Camp at Seymour, Victoria on 19 January 1917.  He spent four days at Langwarrin and was appointed to the Tunnelling Coys on 5 May. 

Norman embarked from Melbourne on 11 May 1917 on board HMAT A9 Shropshire with the 169 member February Reinforcements to the Mining Corps, disembarking at Plymouth, England on 19 July and being camped at Commonwealth Training Depot, Parkhouse. 

He proceeded overseas to France on 18 August 1917 and was attached to the 2nd Australian Tunnelling Company 19 September, where he was taken on strength on 27 October 1917.

Norman was wounded in action (gassed) on 12 March 1918 and evacuated to England on 17 March, being admitted to the Lewisham Military Hospital, his condition marked as ‘severe’.  After recovering from the effects of the gas, Norman never returned to France and on 15 January 1919 he left London on board HT Orsova for repatriation to Australia.
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He disembarked on 11 February 1919 in the 5th Military District (Western Australia) and was discharged from the A.I.F on 22 March 1919 in the 3rd Military District, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.  Norman did not collect his medals and they were returned to Depot in May 1923. 

Norman married Edith Scott in 1926 and had three children: Norman, born 1926; Audrey, born 1929 and Ronald Graham born 1940.

His medical documents were sent to the Repatriation Department, Perth, in February 1930.  

Norman McDonald died in June 1965 in Perth, WA and is buried in the Karrakatta Cemetery.  His only comment concerning his service on the Western Front: “you don’t want to know!”

Note: The Embarkation Roll records Normans’ Regimental Number as 7241, however, the Casualty List records it as 6980.  Even the Department was confused and it is unknown which number was engraved on his medals.

[2441 Private Ronald McDonald was born at Fryerstown, Vic in 1895, the son of James and Mary (nee Ferguson) McDonald, and enlisted on 16 May 1916 aged 21.  He was 5ft 10in tall, of medium complexion with blue eyes and black hair and stated his trade to be labourer.

He named as his Next of Kin his father, James McDonald, also of Fryerstown, and was appointed to the 59th Infantry Battalion, embarking as a member of the 27th Reinforcements to that unit from Melbourne on 29 September 1916 on board HMAT A9 Shropshire.  The Shropshire docked at Plymouth, England on 11 November.  

Ronald was wounded (gassed) on 29 September 1917, and again on 29 January 1918.  He suffered a bullet wound to the right knee on 24 April 1918.  He departed England for repatriation to Australia on 20 July 1918 and was discharged in 3rd Military District (Victoria) on 30 October 1918, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.]

Compiled from Military records and information provided by his son (Ronald) Graham McDonald of Kalgoorlie.
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