SERGEANT JOHN McDONALD

1099 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Castlemaine, Victoria was stated to be the birthplace of John (Jack) McDonald in 1881.   He married and had a son Francis and became a widower.  From 1910 to 1913 he was mining with his two brothers Richard and Thomas at the Ravens Gold Mine Lease at Mt Charlotte, W.A.

At the recruiting depot in Kalgoorlie, Western Australia on November 9, 1915 the thirty-four year old widowed miner applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination Attestation Forms were completed which describe him as 180cms (5ft 11ins) tall, weighing 76.3kgs (168lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-100cms (37-39½ins).  Complexion was fair with his blue eyes testing to fair vision and had reddish hair.  Distinctive mark noted was his right little toe overlapped its neighbour.  Next-of-kin nominated was his son Frank McDonald care of Mrs Margaret McDonald, Kallaroo via Kalgoorlie, W.A.  He was sworn in at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on November 19, 1915.

Acknowledgement to the departing volunteer was published in the:
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Private McDonald was to be allotted to the 36th Depot Battalion for basic training but was transferred on November 20 to the Mining Corps.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps officially began on December 1st, 1915 therefore Private McDonald was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps.  The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 

On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:

On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  McDonald was assigned the regimental number 1099 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No. 3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training.  The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company on December 18, 1916.

On June 20, 1916 he was admitted to the 2/1 S.M. Field Ambulance with Bronchitis and then moved to the 1st Canadian General Hospital in Etaples.  Nine days later Sapper was evacuated to England on the hospital ship Stad Antwerpen from Calais entering the 3rd London General Hospital, Wandsworth on June 30 with mild bronchitis.

Base Records advised his son on July 24, 1916 that he was now in hospital in England and gave his address for correspondence.

After twenty-eight days treatment with the hospital’s medical notation of pneumonia he was discharged on July 29 to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs.  

His name was among those appearing in the Casualty List published in the:


The forty year old was assessed with A Class debility and on September 15, 1916 re-classed with B1a2 debility at the Command Depot, Perham Downs.

On March 14, 1917 he was transferred from the Mining Corps and taken on strength to the No.1 Command Depot and was to be Temporary Corporal.

He was medically re-assessed on March 20, 1917 and remained B1a2 debilitated and again on April 30, 1917 with the same classification.

He was promoted to Sergeant on May 2, 1917 resulting from Temporary Sergeant E.G. Cooper being transferred to the 1st Battalion.

Disciplinary action for the following was taken:



Offence:
Weyhill 13/5/17 (1) A.W.L. (alternative charge) (2) neglecting to obey





A.I.F. Orders 20/1/17 Para Bounds



Award:

Reprimanded by Lt-Col G.H. Knox 17/5/17

Further medical classification took place on May 31, 1917 giving B1a2 debility and again on June 21, 1917 changed to B1a4.

On August 12, 1917 Sergeant ceased duty on Permanent Cadre of No. 1 C.D. and reverted to rank of Sapper immediately.

Further discipline was considered for the following:



Offence:
A.W.L. from G.O.C. 13/8/17





Returned from A.W.L. 22/8/17



A.I.F. Depot in UK directed no further action taken

On August 23, 1918 Sergeant went sick to Brigade Hospital with abdominal pain and the following day was admitted to Tidworth Military Hospital with acute gastritis.  He spent thirty-two days as a patient being treated for inflammation of the stomach.  He was discharged to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford on September 24, 1917.  

He appeared before the Medical Board there on September 28, 1917 and his Statement of Case reads:


Disability:
Gastritis


Date of disability:
August 22, 1917


Place of disability:
Salisbury, England


Essential facts:
Reported sick with pain and tenderness over stomach, vomiting and 





sleeplessness.  Cannot take solid food.  Had broncho-pneumonia in





November, 1916 in France and has not been well since


Cause of disability:
Infection


Relates to:

Active Service


Present condition:
Still weak and vomiting.  Cannot take solid food.  Sleeplessness


Recommendation:
Permanently unfit.  Change to Australia.   Six months duration.


Labour market:
by half


Finding:

Temporarily unfit for General Service.  Fit for Home Service in 3 months


Approved:

24/10/17

Discharge was to No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on October 15, 1917 to await his voyage home.

Sapper embarked from Devonport, England for Australia on November 5, 1917 for discharge due to gastritis on board H.T. Themistocles.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  Base Records advised his son on December 7, 1917 that he was returning home.  The ship docked in Fremantle (5th M.D.) on December 22, 1917.

He went to the No. 8 General Hospital in Fremantle the following day being treated for gastritis and rapid heart rate.  His final medical board noted the following on discharge from hospital on January 8, 1918:

Gastritis sequel to pneumonia in England.  Feels well now.  ? ? bowels regular – up to normal weight.  Can eat ordinary food without discomfort.  Dyspnoea (breathless on exertion) – rapid heart.  DPU Incapacity 2/3 for 6 months.

He was transferred to Details camp at Karrakatta on January 9, 1918 to await discharge.

Military Discharge was issued in Perth on January 23, 1918 as medically unfit.  He was issued with a military pension the following day of 46 shillings per fortnight and 13 shillings and 3 pence per fortnight for his son Francis McDonald.

His Will was returned to the 5th Military District on March 7, 1919.

For serving his country Sergeant/Sapper 1099 John McDonald, 3rd Tunnelling Company / A.I.F. Depot was issued with the British War Medal (8180) and the Victory Medal (8145).

These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on September 30, 1924.  A letter was sent care of the last address of his next-of-kin but was returned unclaimed to Base Records.

From 1922 to 1925 he is a miner at Oroya Links near Kallaroo, W.A.  

His two brothers also served.

PRIVATE RICHARD McDONALD

1381 – 11th Battalion

Castlemaine, Victoria was given as the birthplace of Richard Henry McDonald, son of (name unknown possibly Edward) and Margaret McDonald.  The family moved to the goldfields of Western Australia.  Military Experience was gained with the Volunteer Corps.  From 1910 to 1913 it appears that Richard and his two brothers John and Thomas were miners at the Ravens Gold Mine Lease at Mt Charlotte, W.A.

Richard and Thomas McDonald enlisted together at Kalgoorlie.

At the recruiting depot at Day Dawn, W.A. on September 28, 1914 the thirty-five year old machine miner applied to enlist for active service abroad along with his brother Thomas McDonald.  Passing the medical examination Forms of Attestation were completed and reveal he was 180cms (5ft 10¾ins) tall, weighed 84.9kgs (185lbs) with a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins).  Complexion was fair with blue eyes and brown hair.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his Mother Mr Margaret McDonald of Kallaroo, W.A.  He was sworn in on October 31, 1914 at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth, W.A.

Basic training commenced with the Depot Company on October 3, 1914 then allotted ‘C Coy’ on January 1, 1915 and assigned to the Reinforcements 11th Battalion, 3rd Brigade, 1st Division on February 15, 1915.  His regimental number was 1381 and rank was Private.

The Reinforcements embarked from Fremantle (5th Military District) on HMAT A50 Itonus on February 22, 1915.  On May 7 the troops were taken on strength with the 11th Battalion.

On August 17, 1915 he was admitted to the 2nd Field Ambulance with Influenza and transferred to the 1st Aust Casualty Clearing Station then transferred on HMAS A38 Ulysses from Gallipoli to hospital at Alexandria with debility and lumbago.  Private was admitted to No. 1 Australian Auxiliary hospital at Heliopolis on August 25, 1915 and discharged to duty on September 29, 1915 to Zeitoun.

News from Base Records to his mother was published in the:


Private re-embarked for Gallipoli on September 30 on the troopship Karoo.
On October 5, 1915 he entered the 1st A.C.C.S. with a septic hand and transferred on October 27 with Influenza.  He was discharged to duty on January 14, 1916 from Helouan and rejoined his unit.

He was admitted to the No. 3 Aust. General Hospital at Abbassia on March 23, 1916 with Haemorrhoids entering the No. 3 Auxiliary Hospital at Heliopolis on March 27 with rheumatism.

Private McDonald returned to Australia for discharge on H.T. Itonus which sailed from the Suez on June 16, 1916 due to rheumatism and sciatica.  His mother was notified by Base Records on June 23 that he returning home.  The ship docked at Fremantle (5th M.D.) on July 18, 1916.  Military Discharge was issued in Perth on September 18, 1916 as medically unfit.  Private 1381 Richard McDonald, 11th Battalion was issued for service for his country the 1914-15 Star (266), the British War Medal (2169) and the Victory Medal (2166) 

He married in 1917 to Mary Anne Guiatt with their marriage registered in Perth, W.A.

From 1917 to 1919 he and his brother Thomas were mining at Kallaroo, W.A.  He continued there until about 1922.

A Statement of Service was issued on March 28, 1931 by Base Records at the request of the Perth branch of the Repatriation Commission.

He and Mary were registered at Henville Street, South Fremantle in 1925 and 1931.

Richard Henry McDonald passed away on October 6, 1933 aged 57 years.  Family arrangements were announced in the:


His grave is located in the Roman Catholic portion of Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth within section LC in gravesite no. 217.

CORPORAL THOMAS McDONALD

1200 – 11th Battalion

Thomas McDonald stated he was born in Castlemaine, Victoria in 1887.  His parents were Margaret McDonald whose husband was possibly named Edward.  The family moved to the goldfields in Western Australia. He stated he had always been a miner since he was thirteen years old working for some time at Broken Hill, New South Wales before going to W.A.  Due to health problems in Kalgoorlie his doctor advised to work on the surface rather than below.

It appears that Richard and his two brothers John and Thomas were miners at the Ravens Gold Mine Lease at Mt Charlotte, W.A. from 1910 to 1913.

Both Thomas and Richard enlisted together at the Day Dawn Recruiting Depot on September 29, 1914 and the application of the single twenty-seven year old miner was accepted after passing the medical examination.  Attestation papers were completed depicting him as 177cms (5ft 9½ins) tall, weighing 79.09kgs (174lbs) with a chest measurement of 95cms (37¼ins).  Complexion was fair with blue eyes and light brown hair.  Distinctive marks were acne scars on neck, chest, back and front.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin was his mother Mrs Margaret McDonald of Kallaroo, W.A.  Swearing in took place at Blackboy Hill camp on October 31, 1914.

He was assigned to the 11th Battalion in the rank of Private with the regimental number 1200.  The troops embarked on December 22, 1914 from Melbourne, (3rd Military District) on board HMAT A32 Themistocles.  They joined the battalion at Mena on February 24, 1915.  The battalion proceeded to join the M.E.F. from Alexandria embarking on HMT Suffolk for Gallipoli.  

Private McDonald was wounded in action on April 25, 1915 in the Dardanelles receiving a bullet wound to his arm and taken and admitted to the 17th General Hospital on April 30 at Alexandria.  He convalesced in camp at Mustapha from May 7 until seven days later returned from Alexandria on HMT Franconia on May 14, 1915.


His name was listed in the Casualty List published in the:

In August, 1915 he was transferred from Gallipoli Peninsula to Mudros, Malta on H.T. Ascanius entering St David’s Military Hospital with diarrhoea and teeth problems.

He embarked for England on the H.T. Brasile on September 9, 1915 being admitted to King George Hospital in Stamford.  He was sent to the Convalescent Hospital at Woodcote Park, Epsom and then to furlough before returning to duty.

His mother was advised by Base Records of the following and was reprinted in the:


Was transferred to Bhurtpore Barracks on June 8, 1916 and at the No. 1 Command Depot was to be Temporary Corporal on January 9, 1917 and taken on permanent establishment there.   Lance Corporal followed on February 16, 1917 and the next day went sick with laryngitis to the Military Hospital and was classified with B12A debility on February 20.  He reverted in rank and marched out to join the 11th Battalion.

On August 7, 1917 he appeared before the medical board at the No. 1 C.D. where his Statement of Case was prepared:


Disability:


Chronic bronchitis


Date of disability:

acquired before enlistment


Origin of disability:

about 1912

Essential facts:

Patient has always been a miner. Had pneumonia in June 1916 at 





Armentieres and had to evacuated to England.  Since then has been 





in hospital with bronchitis.

Present condition:

Heart, Lungs B.S. harsh sound over upper part of right lung; about





level of VII dorsal spine posteriorly on the right is a patch where 

the sound is almost tubular.  Vocal resonance and fremitus much increased at right base.  Some moist sounds heard.


Recommendation:

Permanently unfit for general service but fit for home service.


Approved:


14/8/17

Private McDonald embarked from Devonport on August 28, 1917 on board H.T. Pakeha.  Base Records advised his mother on September 12, that he was returning home.  The ship arrived at Fremantle (5th M.D.) on October 15, 1917 and he went to the No. 8 Aust General Hospital at Fremantle and diagnosed with Fibrosis of Lungs and discharged on October 18 to the Details camp at Karrakatta to await discharge.  Medical notes stated: Old standing condition aggravated by two attacks of pneumonia on service.  Dyspnoea, cough, sputum, dilated heart, D.P.U.  Incapacity 2/3rd for six months.

Military Discharge was issued in Perth on November 2, 1917 as medically unfit.  The following day was granted a military pension to be issued to 17 Saunders Street, East Perth at the rate of 45 shillings and 3 pence per fortnight.  On April 23, 1918 an application of military pension was denied to his mother as the member was in better position to contribute towards support than before enlistment.  On June 6, 1918 his pension was reduced to 34 shillings per fortnight at the G.P.O. Perth.   

He and his brother Richard were still registered at Kallaroo in 1917 as miners.

Thomas McDonald died on August 9, 1919 aged 34 years being late of Fremantle. The announcement and arrangements appeared in the: 


Estate business was completed and reported in the:

His grave is located in the Roman Catholic portion of Karrakatta Cemetery within the monumental section CC in gravesite 171.

The 1914-15 Star (268), the British War Medal (1188) and the Victory Medal (1186) were issued to Private 1200 Thomas McDonald, 11th Battalion for service for his country.  
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No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday November 13, 1915:


PERSONAL ITEMS


Mr Jack McDonald, of Kalaroo, is leaving by to-morrow night’s express for Blackboy Hill camp.  He has two brothers at the front.








The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….J McDonald


Article abridged








West Australian Friday August 4, 1916:


ROLL OF HONOUR – 189th Casualty List


ILL


	Spr J. McDonald, (Kallaroo)								


Article abridged








Kalgoorlie Miner Wednesday September 29, 1915:


PERSONAL ITEMS


Mrs M. McDonald, of Kallaroo, has received a telegram from the Defence Department stating that her sons, Thomas and Richard, who joined the Australian Imperial Forces at Kalgoorlie, are both ill in hospital at Heliopolis, Egypt.








West Australian Saturday October 7, 1933:


DEATHS


McDONALD.—On October 6, 1933, Richard, the beloved husband of Mary Anne McDonald, of Henville-sreet, Beaconsfield, Fremantle; aged 57 years.





FUNERAL NOTICES


McDONALD.—The Friends of the late Mr Richard McDonald, of Henville-street, Beaconsfield, Fremantle, and late of 11th Battalion, A.I.F., are respectfully invited to follow his remains to the place of interment, the Roman Catholic Cemetery, Karrakatta.  The Funeral is appointed to leave Messrs Bowra and O’Dea’s Private Mortuary, 195 Pier-street, Perth, at 3.30 o’clock THIS (Saturday) AFTERNOON, per road.  Friends wishing to attend the Funeral may proceed by the 3.35 o’clock train leaving Perth.


BOWRA and O’DEA, Undertakers


195 Pier Street, Perth








West Australian Monday May 31, 1915:


W.A. CASUALTIES


PARENTS OF NEXT-OF-KIN


Private Thomas McDonald, 11th Battalion, 27 years, single, next-of-kin Mrs Margaret McDonald.


Article abridged








Kalgoorlie Miner Wednesday September 29, 1915:


PERSONAL ITEMS


Mrs M. McDonald, of Kallaroo, has received a telegram from the Defence Department stating that her sons, Thomas and Richard, who joined the Australian Imperial Forces at Kalgoorlie, are both ill in hospital at Heliopolis, Egypt.








West Australian Monday August 11, 1919:


THE FREMANTLE LUMPERS’ UNION AND 


THE RETURNED SAILORS AND SOLDIERS ASSOCIATION OF W.A.


McDONALD.—The Members of the above Union and Association are respectfully invited to follow the remains of their late comrade, Mr Thomas McDonald, late of Pamment-street, North Fremantle, to the place of interment, the Roman Catholic Cemetery, Karrakatta.  The Funeral will leave Messrs Arthur K. Davies and Co’s Private Mortuary, Herbert-street, Fremantle, THIS (Monday MORNING, at 11.15 o’clock, arriving at the Cemetery at 11.45 a.m.


ARTHUR E. DAVIES and CO., Undertakers


Fremantle and Claremont








Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday September 20, 1919:


DECEASED PERSONS’ ESTATES


Probates granted—Thomas McDonald, late of Fremantle to Margaret McDonald £103.		


Article abridged








