SAPPER WILLIAM LEO McDERMOTT
4147 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
William Leo McDermott was born in Brompton, Adelaide, South Australia on 16 December, 1889 the son of Thomas (died 1907 late S.A. Railways and Mary (nee Levy died 1905.)  One of his siblings was Catherine Alice McDermott (born 1885) who married on 7 June, 1913 to Charles Richardson in Adelaide.
In 1915 he was living at Hebbard Street, South Broken Hill, New South Wales working as a miner.

At the recruiting depot at Broken Hill he applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination early in January, 1916 and left for camp in Adelaide on January 13.  News of their farewell was reported in the:
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Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:

Basic training commenced at the Exhibition Ground camp in Adelaide (4th Military District) from arrival with other volunteers.  He was transferred to join the No. 5 Tunnelling Company but his original documents were lost and was re-attested at Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne (3rd Military district) on 24 May, 1916.  Attestation forms describe the single twenty-six-year-old miner as 169cms (5ft 6½ins) tall, weighing 66.3kgs (146lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-98cms (36-38½ins) and had a ruddy complexion with blue eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his right arm.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was sister Mrs Alice Richardson of Railway Terrace, Croydon, Melbourne, Vic.  He retook and signed the Oath of Allegiance the same day.

His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4147.

The No. 5 Tunnelling Company was recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania and made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)   

Early in May 1916 No. 4 company recruits embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.  

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 Company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.  
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkably pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at the Aust Details Camp.
Sapper was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment of a social disease on 13 August, 1916 and after thirty-two days curative care was discharged to duty with the B.E.F. Command at No. 1 Depot on September 14.  

His name was included as a member of the Soldiers’ Catholic Guild of the Tunnelling Company and reprinted in the:


Proceeded to France on 15 October, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples the following day.  On 12 November was taken on strength with the 2nd Tunnelling Company.  
Went sick to the 4th London Field Ambulance on 1 February, 1917 suffering pustular acne (long term skin condition of swollen blocked pores) and transferred to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station.  On 6 February was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.26 to the 14th General Hospital at Wimereux for treatment of Acne.  He was discharged to Base Details at Hardelot on 5 April, 1917.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:

Crime:
Marlboro Details Camp, Boulogne – falling out of line of wards about 9.30 am and remaining absent until reporting himself at 7.30 pm

Award:
deprived 7 day’s pay by C.O. 8/4/17

Forfeits:
one day’s pay by RW

Marched in to the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples on 9 April and re-joined his company ten days later.

In trouble again the following was issued:



Offence:
While on active service 19/8/17 AWL from Trench Parade 9 pm



Award:

20 days Field Punishment No. 2 by Commanding Officer 2ATC



Forfeits:
£5 on 21/8/17

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Sapper was wounded in action on 21 March, 1918 and admitted to the 58th Field Ambulance then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.2 to the 1st African Hospital at Abbeville for treatment of gas poisoning.  
The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company recorded the following for that day:

“21/3/18


Expected enemy attack developed.  At 4.15 a.m. he opened a very heavy barrage on our front, support lines and all trenches of our neighbouring Corps.  He also started shelling with naval guns on YTRES, and in and around this Unit’s camp.  One of these guns was identified as a 14” naval gun firing from behind CAMBRAI at a range of 40,000 yards.

At about 10.30 a.m. the men started to arrive in camp from the various positions where work had been in progress.  They reported strong concentration of gas in METZ and several other points.  They were accordingly made to change their clothing in the open to avoid danger from gassing from the clothes.  The effected clothing was placed in the sun and wind until free from all traces of Mustard Gas.  

A special parade was held at 2 p.m. to determine the extent of the casualties.  These were discovered to be 2 men gassed only.”  

On 28 March, 1918 was invalided to England on the hospital ship Arundel entering the Duchess Connaught’s Hospital at Taplow with the effects of gas shell.  On 17 April was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford then discharged to the No. 3 Convalescent Depot at Hurdcott.
His name was among those listed in the Casualty List published in the:



Base Records wrote on 17 May, 1918 a letter of explanation that the notification of the casualty in connection with no. 5147 Sapper W.L. McDermott, 2nd Tunnelling Company was forwarded to the mother of another soldier in consequence of her name having been inadvertently been placed on the soldier’s records in lieu of Mrs A. Richardson, Railway Terrace, Croydon, S.A.  The error was regretted and the records were amended.  

The Melbourne branch of the Red Cross Information Bureau cabled on 12 June, 1918 their London office enquiring about 4147/5147 Spr W.L. McDermott, 2nd Tunn. Coy.  A reply was issued that on April 22nd he was at Salisbury. [England]
Marched out on 1 June, 1918 to the Overseas Training Depot, at Longbridge, Deverill until 22 June and proceeded to France arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles a day later and re-joined his unit on 2 July, 1918.
Sapper was with his Unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On 11 January, 1919 was attached for duty with the 1st Aust Field Battery.

Went sick on 8 March, 1919 to the 51st General Hospital with a social disease.  After being a patient there for 32 days was discharged to the Camp Adjutant at Burgess Camp on 8 April, 1919.  On 26 April went sick to the 1st Aust Stationary Hospital and later discharged.

Orders were received to return to the Aust Base Depot to prepare for repatriation and marched out on 30 April crossing to England and disembarking at Southampton the following day then marched in to camp to await his voyage home.
After demobilisation Sapper McDermott embarked for Australia on 15 May, 1919 on board H.T. Ypiranga.

Base Records advised his sister on 16 June that he was returning home.   The troopship docked in Adelaide (4th Military District) on 2 July, 1919 but Sapper McDermott did not embark.  News of this and their arrival was reported in the:

He arrived in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 5 July, 1919.
Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 19 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

For serving his country Sapper 4147 William Leo McDermott, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (45473) and the Victory Medal (44700).

The War Medal was sent to him by Registered Post and delivery receipted on 1 November, 1921.  The Victory Medal was returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923 and a letter sent to him care of the last known address of next-of-kin dated 31 October, 1924.  This letter was returned unclaimed to Records.

From 1937 to 1943 there is a William Leo McDermott listed in Electoral Rolls at Currawinya, Eulo, Queensland working as a station hand.  Later in 1943 he has moved to Henley Station, Menindee, NSW with the same occupation.

The Sydney branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were sent on 26 August, 1953.

It appears he retired to Bendigo, Victoria.

William Leo McDermott passed away about 26 November, 1962 aged 73 years.  Interment took place in the monumental portion 8 of Bendigo General Cemetery in grave no. 39980.  His surname is listed as McDermett.  
There is no headstone.
His sister Mrs Catherine Alice Richardson died on 23 February, 1966 and buried in the family plot in West Terrace Cemetery, Adelaide, S.A.  Others interred there are James McDermott and parents Thomas and Mary McDermott and a memorial to Walter McDermott.
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Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) Friday January 14, 1916:


SEND-OFF TO VOLUNTEERS


Last night’s send-off to the Broken Hill volunteers for military service, was exceptionally interesting.  In the first place, the contingent of recruits was much larger than it has been for a long time, and secondly, there was a big display of public enthusiasm. 


It was quite an imposing procession that left the front of the Masonic Club and marched via Oxide, Argent and Bromide streets to the Sulphide-street railway station.


The Broken Hill Band, its numbers swelled by the aid of some members of the City and A.M.A. Bands, led the march.  Then came a big muster of the Baden-Powell Boy Scouts, followed by members of the Barrier Empire League, the volunteers, and then more members of the league.


As they marched to the accompaniment of “The Postman’s Parade,” played by the band, the volunteers were frequently greeted with rousing cheers from the hundreds of people assembled along the route to witness the march past.


There was, probably, a greater number of the public participating in the send-off than has been the case since the night that the first contingent of Broken Hill volunteers went away.  The railway station was crowded, so much so, that it was difficult when the train was in to move about.  While the volunteers were occupied in finding seats in the train and in bidding good-bye to friends, the band played “Wake Up Australia,” “Rule Britannia,” and other popular and patriotic tunes.  Then after a series of ringing cheers had been given for the volunteers and our King and country, and the boys at the front, hats were raised as the strains of the National Anthem were heard.  The familiar words were sung by many, and as the concluding line of the first verse was sung, the whistle went, and the train slowly moved off, the band then striking up “Auld Land Syne.”  Many stood silently watching until the tail-lights disappeared round the curve into the Railway Town station.  This seemed to be the signal for the breaking of a silence that was impressive, and to the accompaniment of a sudden burst of chattering, the huge crowd split up and went its different ways.


The names of those who left las night were: W.L. McDermott				Article abridged





Register (Adelaide) Saturday January 15, 1916:


INTO CAMP ON FRIDAY


Following are the names of men who enlisted at Adelaide and went into the Exhibition camp on Friday—W.L. McDermott										Article abridged





W.A. Record (Perth) Saturday September 16, 1916:


CATHOLIC SOLDIERS’ GUILD


The following names of Catholic members of No. 5 Tunnelling Company have been added to the membership of the Soldiers’ Catholic Guild:


W.L. McDermott									Article abridged





Chronicle (Adelaide) Saturday April 27, 1918:


392nd CASUALTY LIST – SOUTH AUSTRALIA


5147 Spr. WILLIAM LEO McDERMOTT, Powrama, Tas (gas)				Article abridged





Observer (Adelaide) Saturday July 5, 1919:


MORE TRANSPORTS


With 171 South Australians on board, the steamer Ypiranga arrived alongside the Outer Harbour Wharf shortly after midday on Wednesday.  The men were landed shortly before 1 p.m.  Many friends and relatives were on the wharf to meet the home-comers.  The Y.M.C.A., assisted by the V.A.D. provided refreshments for the troops at No. 1 Shed.  The landing was in charge of Lieuts. A.B. Mortimer and Sgts A.N. Gardiner and J.R. Murray.  Lieut. A. Mitchell was the representative of the S.O.I and R.S. Department.  The Military Commandant (Brig-Gen. J.M. Antill C.B., C.M.G.) was on the wharf and formally welcomed the men.  The Semaphore Cheer-up Society distributed souvenirs to the men and provided refreshments for the guard.  


Men expected who did not arrive were: 5147 Pte W.L. McDermott			Article abridged





McDermott family plot West Terrace Cemetery, Adelaide, SA


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website submitted by Catherine@SA








