SAPPER DAVID TAYLOR McDERMOTT
211 – 1st Tunnelling Company / Motor Transport Service Corps
David Taylor McDermott stated he was born in Tipperary, County Tipperary, Ireland in 1886 the son of James and Elizabeth McDermott.  He came to Brisbane, Australia.

At the recruiting depot in Brisbane, Queensland (1st Military District) on 30 July, 1915 the single twenty-nine-year-old motor driver applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighing 72.7kgs (160lbs) with a chest expansion of 102-110cms (40-43ins) and had a fresh complexion with his grey eyes testing to fair sight in one eye and poorer vision in the other and hair was brown.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination scars on his left arm, tattoos on both arms of Union Jack, clasped hands on right arm and skull and crossed bones on the left, with a scar on his left thumb.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Elizabeth McDermott of G.P.O., Birkenhead, Chelsea, England.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken and signed at the same time.
After basic training at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane was sent to the Mining Corps at their training camp at Casula, Liverpool near Sydney and allotted to the No. 1 Company of the Corps in the rank Sapper with the regimental number 211.  On 20 February, 1916 was appointed to be motor lorry driver.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  
As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’

The No. 1 Company was officially transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 24 December, 1916.
The motor lorry drivers provided essential services to the men at the front areas and their work is described by Captain Oliver Woodward, also with the 1st Tunnelling Company who wrote the following extract in his unpublished book My War Story of the Great War:
“Our Transport Section comprised a very fine lot of men who each night had the unenviable task of taking up the rations.  It was a point of honour with them to get the rations through and on no occasion did they fail.  It is difficult to describe the state of congestion on the roads over which these men had to travel each night, rain or snow, enemy bombardment or not.”

On 31 July, 1917 in accordance with A.I.F. Orders nos.779 and 956 from the 1st Aust Divisional Service Column he was transferred to the Aust Army Service Corps from the 1st Tunnelling Company. 

Leave from France was taken from 31 October until returning to duty on 15 November, 1917.

Again orders from the 1st Aust Divisional Service Column transferred him to the 1st Aust Division Motor Transport Company and taken on strength from 12 March, 1918.

Leave was again taken on 19 August, 1918 returning on 4 September.  Seven days later went sick to the 5th Casualty Clearing Station with defective vision and transferred a day later to the 41st Stationary Hospital until returned to duty on 15 September, 1918.
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On 4 January, 1919 was paid with his unit.  Orders were received on 4 April, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot due to being 1916 personnel and left there on April 10 crossing to Southampton, England and marched into the No. 1 Group camp the next day at Longbridge, Deverill.

He was granted Non-Military Employment (NME) with pay and subsistence from 26 May, 1919 to attend J.H. Taylor & Bros, Cappera Hill, Liverpool in a Decorating Course 1D3 and taken on strength with A.I.F. Headquarters, London.  On completion of the course was retransferred to the 1st Aust Motor Transport Company.

After demobilisation Motor Driver McDermott embarked for Australia on 23 September, 1919 on board H.T. Ascanius.  The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 10 November, 1919.  
Brief news of their arrival was reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 3 January, 1920 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The British War Medal (12181) and the Victory Medal (12022) were issued to Motor Transport Driver 211 David Taylor McDermott, 1st Tunnelling Company / Motor Transport Service Corps for serving his country.

He married in 1921 to Olive May Sunners with the marriage registered at Woollahra, Sydney.

From 1930 their residence was listed at 67 Bourke Street, Redfern with the occupation of seaman.  In 1954 it was 718 Bourke Street, Redfern with the same occupation.

A request for a copy of his service records was sent by the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission to Base Records and documents were forwarded on 5 October, 1950.
Mrs Olive M. McDermott died in June, 1955 and buried in Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park on June 6.

David Taylor McDermott passed away about 28 June, 1961 aged 75 years.  Interment took place with his wife in the Anglican portion of Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park within section FMB in position no. 8.
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Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday November 11, 1919:


TROOPS BY THE ASCANIUS


One of the largest crowds that has assembled at the Anzac Buffet for some time welcomed the troops who arrived by the Ascanius yesterday.  There were about 350 soldiers for this State including a greater proportion of commissioned ranks than usual.  A large number of decorated officers and men were aboard.








