SAPPER ARTHUR McCULLUM

3529A – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

John James ‘Arthur’ McCullum was born on March 16, 1889 with his twin sister Elsie in Tenterfield, New South Wales, children of John James & Hannah Anne (nee Richmond) McCullum. 

At twenty-eight years of age under the name of Arthur he applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination in Sydney, NSW on February 16, 1916.  Forms of Attestation were completed describing the drainer as 169cms (5ft 6½ins) tall, weighing 60kgs (132lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-89cms (32½-35ins).  His grey eyes tested to good vision and had a dark complexion and also dark hair.  Distinctive mark was a tattoo on his right forearm with Advance Australia and a cross.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  His birthplace was given as Newcastle, NSW.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Kathaline McCullum, of 64 Church Street, Newcastle, NSW.  He signed and took the “Oath of Allegiance” the following day at Bathurst, NSW.  Later next-of-kin was changed to his aunt Mrs Anna McCullum of 8 Rowley Street, Camperdown, NSW.

Basic training took place in Bathurst, NSW until June 1, 1916 when he was transferred to the Reinforcements to the Mining Corps at Rosebery Park.  On July 5 was sent to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria for further instruction and assigned to the 4th Reinforcements to the Corps.  His regimental number was 3529 in the rank of Sapper.

The 81 Reinforcements embarked on the transport RMS Orontes on August 16, 1916 from Melbourne, Vic.  The mail ship sailed to Adelaide, S.A. then Fremantle, W.A departing on August 23, 1916. After leaving the stormy Australian coast the vessel docked at the African ports of Durban, Capetown and St Vincent.  While at sea the following occurred:



Offence:
4/9/16 R.S.M. Orontes Absent from parade 



Award:

Forfeits 1 day’s pay by Lt-Col J. Rowell O.C. Troops 5/9/16

After fifty-two days at sea of generally fine and mild weather arrived at Plymouth, England on October 2, 1916.  They were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse for further training.

While in camp the following was dealt with:

 



Offence:

Parkhouse 8/10/16 A.W.L. from 2400 8/10/16 to 0630 10/10/16



Award:


7 days C.B. [confined to barracks] by Lt M. Kennedy


Total forfeiture:

2 day’s pay R.W.     11/10/16

The Reinforcement proceeded to France on October 15, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples the next day.

Sapper McCullum’s civil occupation of drainer was more beneficial to the work of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company therefore was attached to this company on December 29, 1916.  London Headquarters re-allotted his number to be 3529A.

On January 17, 1917 he went sick to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (Fever) uncertain origin) and was discharged to duty on February 2. 

He went sick to the 15th C.C.S. on July 27, 1917 with N.Y.D. (not diagnosed yet) and returned to duty on August 15, 1917.

Two days later punishment was issued on account of:



Crime:


Absent without leave from trenches 9 p.m. 26/6/17 to 9 a.m. 27/7/17



Award:


7 days F.P. [field punishment] No.2 by O.C. of the Coy


Total forfeiture:

9 day’s pay

On October 20, 1917 further disciplinary action was issued:



Crime:


Drunkenness 13/10/17



Award:


7 days F.P. No.2 by Major Henry 1st Aust Tun Coy 20/10/17

Blue Chevrons were issued for twelve months overseas service to be worn on his uniform.

Sapper McCullum appeared before a Field General Court Martial at Hazebrouck on January 9, 1918:



Crime:


A.W.L. by overstaying leave to the U.K. absent from 6.30 a.m.






22/12/17 to 31/12/17 to 6.30 a.m.



Finding:

Guilty



Sentence:

28 days F.P. No. 1



Confirmation:

by Major E.G. Lees commanding 4th Army Troops 4/1/18



Time awaiting trial:
 8 days 1/1/18-8/1/18



Total forfeiture:
46 days

On March 20, 1918 he went sick to the 3rd New Zealand Field Ambulance with a papilloma on his nose (tumour outgrowth in mucous membrane caused by virus, chemicals or other factors) and transferred to the 15th C.C.S. the next day.  A week later was conveyed on A.T.26 to be admitted to the 9th Canadian Stationary Hospital where he remained until April 1 then sent to the 7th Convalescent Depot in Boulogne for four days before moving to the 10th Convalescent Depot at Ecault.  Was discharged to the 5th Rest camp on April 12 and marched into the A.G.B.D. in Rouelles on April 18 and left the next day for the 2nd General Hospital at Havre.  On May 2, 1918 was conveyed to England on the hospital ship Carisbrook Castle with an ulcer on his nose entering the Sutton Veny hospital the next day.  On May 11 was discharged to furlough and report to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on May 25, 1918.

He was given temporary duty with the Base Post Office on May 25 with the A.A. Postal Corps until May 31 and left to report to the Furlough Depot at Headquarters in London and reported back to Sutton Veny on June 1, 1918.

Discipline for the following Offence took place on August 28, 1918:



Offence:

Sutton Veny 26/8/18 A.W.L. from midnight 25/8/18 till 9 a.m.






27/8/18



Award:


1 day’s F.P. No.2 by Major Scott



Total forfeiture:
3 day’s pay

Sapper was again charged with an Offence:



Offence:

A.W.L. from 23.59hrs 8/10/18 to 14.45hrs 12/10/18 at Sutton Veny



Award:


Dismissed 15/10/18 

He was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital in Bulford on November 5, 1918 for treatment of a social disease and discharged to the Convalescent Training Brigade camp at Parkhouse after 36 days treatment on December 10.  He was a still patient when news of Peace had been declared.  

Ten days later he moved to the No.1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny to await his return voyage.

Departure for Australia took place on January 15, 1918 on board the H.T. City of Exeter.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on February 6, 1919 that he was on his way home.  

The ship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) then proceeded to Sydney (2nd M.D.) arriving on March 2, 1919 and quarantined.

Their disembarkation and arrival was reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on August 22, 1919 as medically unfit.

The Court Martial proceedings were lodged with the Attorney General’s Department on June 25, 1920. 

For serving his country Sapper 3529A Arthur McCullum, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining Boring Company was issued with the British War Medal (50360) and the Victory Medal (49090). 

He married at St Mary’s Church, Alexandria in 1924 to Maude Marian Anderson with their marriage registered at Newtown.  

In 1930 he was residing with his brother Frederick J. McCullum at 117 Bruce Street, Newcastle, NSW working as a labourer.

A Statement of Service was requested by the Repatriation Commission in Sydney from Base Records, which was sent on January 29, 1930.

On May 27, 1940 a Statement of Service was required by the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission and sent on May 27, 1940 from Base Records.

The following day he signed a Statutory Declaration in support of his request for replacement of his Returned Soldier’s Badge declaring from 124 Cooper Street, Waterloo that it was lost ‘from the lapple of coat in Sturt Street of Lismore in 1939.’  Adding to the declaration he inquired if he was entitled to the 1914/15 Star Medal as he had enlisted in 1914 with the 2nd Battalion under Colonel Brown but was discharged due to a poisoned arm.  Base Records replied on June 6, 1940 advising the cost of one shilling and badge would be issued on payment of a postal note or stamps.  They advised that he was not entitled to the 1914/15 Star as it was only issued to those who actually served on the establishment of a unit in the defined theatre of war before December 31, 1915 and as his embarkation was later therefore was not entitled to this medal.  The letter was returned to Base Records with the notation ‘wanting the [RSL] League to pay the remittance for him.’  Duplicate Badge No. 8522 was issued on June 19, 1940 and he receipted delivery dated 1st October, 1944. 

During World War II he re-enlisted with the Australian Army while in Enmore, Sydney at the depot in Paddington on July 14, 1940.  His next-of-kin given was Maude McCullum.  Service number was N76612 and served as a Private with the 11th Garrison Battalion until discharged on August 29, 1940.

Another Statutory Declaration was submitted regarding a lost Returned Soldier’s Badge was declared at 31 Buckland Street, Alexandria, Sydney on November 30, 1942 in which he gave the reason as ‘I went to Newcastle on my furlough - ten days - in between Sydney and Newcastle.  In the boat it dropped overboard.’ Duplicate Badge No. 10287 was sent on December 3, 1942.

John James McCullum, son of Maude and ‘Arthur’ wrote to Base Records on behalf of his mother at 31 Buckland Street, Alexandria early in October, 1944 inquiring if she could get a replacement Mother’s Badge as she had lost the one issued to her for her three sons serving in the last war.  Base Records replied on October 9, 1944 about her Next-of-kin badge and two bars in respect of services in 1914-18 war advising that replacement could only be made to his mother to whom the original was issued.  If she was deceased, it was regretted that a replacement could not be made.  The next day Mr J.J. McCullum replied on her behalf that his mother was still living. 

Base Records answered on October 12, 1944 to her application advising that the replacement fee of the badge requested was 8/4d (84cents) of which one shilling was already held and together with the Statutory Declaration fully completed consideration would be given to her request.  The writer pointed out that on enlistment records for No.3589A A. McCullum next-of-kin was listed as Mother, Mrs Kathaline McCullum and later changed to his aunt Mrs H.A. McCullum, 8 Rowley Street, Camperdown and therefore requested she explain this change of next-of-kin and whether in fact the relationship of that next-of-kin to the soldier is as recorded on his records.  Their officer completed the first part of the declaration as follows:

“That I am the Mother and Nearest Female Relative to the undermentioned members of the A.I.F. 1914-18:


No. 3529A Sapper Arthur McCullum, A.E. and M.M. Coy


No. 4610    Private Lawrence Murray McCullum, 53rd Bn


No. 2013    Private John Walsh, 34th Bn

Mrs McCullum declared that ‘when visiting her son in Newcastle the badge dropped from the front of her dress into a drain and I could not recover it.  I don’t know why my sons gave the wrong names, but I solemnly declare the statement to be true that are my sons.’  

Her first declaration had not been witnessed by a Justice of the Peace therefore was not accepted and had to be re-declared from 21 Smith Street, Balmain before the badge was issued on December 18, 1944.

Arthur applied for a replacement of his Returned Soldier’s Badge and Discharge Certificate while living at 27 Murray Street, Hamilton, NSW declaring at Concord on July 18, 1950 that these were ‘stolen while in Brisbane in 1946.’  These were issued on July 21 and receipted by him on August 7, 1950.

John James ‘Arthur’ passed away about February 14, 1959 aged 70 years with his death registered at Wyong, NSW.

Later that year his daughter Mrs M.M. Hayes of 25 Curtis Street, Bundaberg, Qld wrote to Base Records in August, 1959 regarding the War Medals and King’s Letter of her father.  Base Records replied on August 26, 1959 stating that there was no John James McCullum having served overseas during the 1914/18 war, however, they considered the subject of her inquiry was Ex 3529A Arthur McCullum.  They listed the medals he qualified for and explained that replacement of Campaign Awards do not permit replacement after the death of the person to whom they were conferred.  It was regretted that their office could not assist any further in the matter and in accordance with the conditions of awards they now form part of his residue Estate, and must be distributed under the terms of his Will, or if no Will, under the rules of intestacy.  They requested if she could advise their office the name and address of the Executor or Administrator of her father’s estate in order that medals may be sent to such person for distribution. 

The letter was returned to sender unclaimed noted as ‘left and unknown by postmen’. 

REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

1934
McCallum A.

124 Cooper Street, Waterloo

Copies of his daughter’s letters are reproduced below:

His brothers also served:

PRIVATE JOHN WALSH

2013 – 34th Battalion

Frederick McCullum applied to enlist as John Walsh whom he said was born in Newcastle, NSW in 1887 passing the medical examination at Victoria Barracks, Sydney on February 23, 1916.  At the Showgrounds camp Attestation forms were completed with information on his height 171cms (5ft 7½ins), weighing 60.45kgs (133lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-89cms (33-35ins).  Complexion was dark with hazel eyes and black hair.  Distinctive mark was a tattoo on his right forearm of a heart and two hands.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin was his father John J. Walsh of 8 Rowley Street, Camperdown, NSW and was sworn in the same day.  His mother Anne Walsh was later named next-of-kin.

Basic training commenced at Bathurst Depot, NSW with ‘K Coy’ from February 28 until April 11, 1916 and after final home leave of four days was allotted to the 3rd Reinforcement to the 53rd Battalion on April 15, 1916.  His rank was Private with the regimental number 2013.

After leaving from Sydney, NSW Private Walsh arrived at Plymouth, England on August 25, 1916 and was taken on strength with the 34th Battalion on September 23, 1916.  They proceeded to France on January 12, 1917 on the transport Princess Clementine arriving at Etaples entering the 3rd Aust Divisional Base Depot the next day.

Detachments followed to the Pioneer Battalion on May 1, 1917 returning on August 10, 1917.



Detached to Brigade for duty on September 17, 1917



Attached to the 3rd Divisional Signal Coy on February 15, 1918

Private Walsh embarked for Australia on May 11, 1919 on H.T. Borda.  His next-of-kin was notified by Base Records on June 11, 1919 that he was returning home.  The ship docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on June 28, 1919.

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at the Anzac Buffet in the Domain the same day where his statement of case stated:



No disability.  Says he feels quite fit and well.  (sgd) J. Walsh.

All other medical tests were marked as clear and recommended for discharge.  This Certificate was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on August 12, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Private 2013 John Walsh, 34th Battalion received for service for his country the British War Medal (47799) and the Victory Medal (46665).

In 1930 he was living with his brother John James McCullum at 117 Bruce Street, Newcastle working as a labourer.

He died in Newcastle, NSW in 1945.

PRIVATE LAWRENCE MURRAY McCULLUM

4610 – 1st Pioneer Battalion

Born in Junee, NSW in 1895 Lawrence Murray McCullum was still serving with the 33rd Infantry Militia when he applied to enlist for active service abroad at Newcastle, NSW on June 29, 1917.  His address was 12 Church Street, Newcastle and was declared fit for service.  In Sydney on July 4, 1917 Forms of Attestation were completed which show personal details of his height 173cms (5ft 8ins), weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 79-89cms (31-35ins).  Dark in complexion with his brown eyes testing to good vision and his hair was black.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin was his wife Mary Lydia (nee Vaughn) McCullum whom he had married earlier that year, of Zamia Street, Redfern, NSW and allotted three-fifths of his pay to support her.  He was sworn in on July 5, 1917.

As a recruit he remained at the Showgrounds camp until July 9 when he was sent to the camp at Liverpool for several days then assigned to the 1st Battalion Pioneers on July 11, 1917.  His rank was Private with the regimental number 4610.

The troops embarked on October 31, 1917 on the transport A14 HMAT Euripides from Sydney and suffered sunstroke on November 12 being treated in the ship’s hospital before disembarking at Devonport, England on December 26, 1917 marching in to the Pioneer Training Battalion at Sutton Veny camp.  On January 2, 1918 was transferred and taken on strength with the 63rd Battalion details.

Arrived in France on April 1, 1918 but seventeen days later suffered gas poisoning eventually evacuated to England on April 21.

Recovered he returned to France on August 8, 1918 and was wounded in action (2nd occasion) with a gunshot wound to the buttock on September 1.  Transferred to England entering the 1st War Hospital in Birmingham on September 6 was treated until discharged on October 10, 1918.

Lawrence embarked on the H.T. Lancashire on February 7, 1919.  During the voyage he was treated for a scalded arm on February 23 and discharged on March 6, 1919.  On March 24, 1919 the ship arrived in Melbourne then sailed on for Sydney.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on June 16, 1919 as medically unfit with disability due to gunshot wound buttock.

The British War Medal (76791) and the Victory Medal (73233) were issued for serving his country to Private 4610 Lawrence Murray McCullum, 1st Pioneer Battalion.

Lawrence passed away at the Royal General Hospital, Concord on March 6, 1960.  Funeral notices were published in the:

A War Grave Commemorative plaque is located in the family plot in the Roman Catholic Monumental Portion of the Woronora Cemetery in Section 3B on grave 1349.

© Donna Baldey 2013
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Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday March 5, 1919:


SOLDIERS COMING HOME


TODAY AND TOMORROW


City of Exeter will be released from quarantine tomorrow morning.  Friends and relatives who have tickets marked City of Exeter will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 10.10 a.m.


Cars on the Red Cross register from 60 to 125 are required to be at No. 1 Wharf, Woolloomooloo at 10.15 a.m.


The honorary organiser of strong posts Mr Down Johnstone states that the troops will not proceed through the city streets for a public welcome.  Strong posts committees wishing to give the men a public welcome may do so in the vicinity of the Anzac Buffet in the Domain.








Mrs M.M. Hayes


  25 Curtis Street,


    South Bundaberg, Qld


 My father lived in Newcastle, NSW     - 10/8/59





Dear Sir,


	I am writing to you concerning my father medals.  My father’s name was John James McCullum.  He was in the Great War and the last one.  I don’t know his army number but he was in the Australian Electrical Coy, 1st A.I.F.  He had three medals from King George and a letter from the Queen.  I saw his medals when I was five years old.  My mother has been separated from him for many years.  My father died in Morrant Mental hospital the 14th Feb this year.  I saw my father 2½ years ago and he was trying to tell me where they were.  I would like very much to have them seeing I am the only daughter.  If you could tell me when he had them presented to him and where would be very thankful as I could try and locate them.


							Thanking you (Mrs Maud Marian Hayes)


My mother’s name is Maud Marian Mary.








Mrs M.M. Hayes


										  25 Curtis St


										    Bundaberg, Qld


I have been in touch with the R.S.L. Club on Tuesday 11/8/59 they have some of his papers.





Dear Sir, I am writing regarding my father’s three medals from the King and letter from the Queen for bravery.  This is his Army number in First World War.


	Name:		John James MCullum


	Number WWI 3529 A.E.M.C.


	Name nor Arthur, that was his brother died many years ago


My single name: Maud Marian McCullum


Mother married St Mary’s Church, Alexandria, via Sydney


Father’s Number World War II N270377 – Home Service only


My father lived in Newcastle for years.





Would you let me know as soon as possible about his medals.  My mother knows he had them and the letter from the Queen’s Mother.  I saw his Medals when I was 6 years of age.  We lived in 25 James Street, Ballina, NSW at the time.  My mother and Father been separated a lot.  I saw my father 2½ years ago.  He was telling me where to find his medals then.  Some of his brothers may have them or even his old cobbers of World War (1).  My father has been in Engrong Hospital 3 years and Morrant 3 years.  My father died from War affects.  My mother only gets 7/1 fortnightly War Pension.  I think my mother should receive more money than that.  I am John James is only daughter.  I have a brother.  He name is also John James McCullum.  He single.  We are all strong towards getting his medals where ever they are.  Also the letter I know my father wanted me to have his medals before he died.  I am entitled to them.  So, if you could help me I was be very pleased.  My married name is Hayes.  I have been married 12 years this September.  My husband attempted to kill me in 1953.  I received 11 knife wounds and had 32 stitches inserted.  I am divorcing him as soon as I save the money.  I have 5 children.  My father was very upset about the affair when I told him.  I wanted to take Dad home to be with his grandchildren.  He saw 2 of my children.  I feel so sorry I was not at my father’s funeral as I was in Wollongong at the time.  My mother sent me a letter telling me she got a wire to say my father passed away.  Only his cobbers of World War I there.  The priest that performed the burial, Father Ryan, I think my mother received a letter stating he was buried with full military honours.  I feel my better now that I have let you people know.  I haven’t had an orderly girls life.  I would like to show my father’s medals to my children.


						Yours faithfully,


							Mrs M.M. Hayes  





Sydney Morning Herald Monday March 7, 1960:


DEATHS


McCULLUM, Lawrence Murray—March 6, 1960, RGH Concord, late 38 President Avenue, Kogarah, husband of Mary Lydia McCullum, loved father of Lorraine (Mrs M. Coffey) and Leslie, Father-in-law of Michael and Betty, grandfather of Veronica and James.  Aged 63 years. Requiesccat in Pace.





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday March 8, 1960:


FUNERALS


McCULLUM—The Relatives and Friends of the late Lawrence Murray McCullum, of 38 President Avenue, Kogarah are invited to attend his Funeral; to leave the Church of St Patrick, Princes Highway, Kogarah, This Day after prayers commencing at 2.40 for the Catholic Cemetery, Woronora.  Requiem Mass for the repose of his soul will be celebrated at 6.45 a.m.


METROPOLITAN FUNERAL & CREMATION SOCIETY


ROCKDALE                 LX6066











