SAPPER JAMES McCLURE

3336 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Belfast, Country Down, Ireland was the birthplace of James McClure in 1884.  His parents were Hugh Arnold and Agnes (nee Finley) McClure.  He arrived in Australia and was working as a Labourer in Townsville, Queensland and living at the Bay View Boarding House in 1915.    

He applied to enlist on November 29, 1915 at the Townsville Recruiting Office.  Personal particulars on the form show he was 159cms (5ft 2½ins) tall, weighed 61.8kgs (136lbs) and a chest expansion of 89-93cms (35-36½ins).  The thirty-one year old passed the preliminary medical examination and the recruiting officer declared him fit for active service the same day.  

Attestation Forms were completed on December 6, 1915 revealing further details about him.  His complexion was fair with blue eyes and light brown hair.  A distinguishing mark was vaccination scars on his left arm.  Religion was Church of England and his brother Robert McClure of No. 6 Central Street, off Newtownards Road, Belfast, Ireland was named as next-of-kin.

Basic training took place at the No 9 Depot Battalion, Enoggera, Brisbane, Queensland commencing on December 6, and placed with D Company until transferred to 17th Reinforcements to 15th Battalion on March 23, 1916.  

The following day joined other recruits with the No.4 Tunnelling Company, 1st Military District for further training. They embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3336 in No.4 Company was assigned to him.  

The 7713 ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No.6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.

On August 29, 1916 the men departed Perham Down’s camp and proceeded to France marching in to 2nd Aust D. Base Depot the following day and Sapper McClure was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on September 30, 1916.

Taken sick to the 47th Divisional Rest Station on December 1, 1916 and admitted, then transferred to 6th London Field Ambulance suffering from Myalgia (muscular pain).   Four days later was sent to 2nd Casualty Clearing Station suffering from Bronchitis.  He returned to duty on January 4, 1917.

Diagnosed suffering with Influenza was admitted to the 50th Field Ambulance on July 28, 1917 but transferred to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station two days later.  The following day was sent to 1st Canadian General Hospital at Etaples and admitted with Bronchitis but on August 5 was evacuated to England on the Hospital Ship Villede Liege for admission to the 1st Southern General Hospital at Harefield diagnosed with Asthma.  By August 30 he was signed over to the 1st Aust. Auxiliary Hospital at Weymouth and remained a patient for nine days.  

Sapper McClure appeared before a Medical Board at Harefield on September 4, 1917 for assessment of his disabilities.  Their report states:

   Age:


32 years.    Service:  21months.

   Disability:

I Asthma    II Defective Vision

   


I February, 1917  II About Early 1917

Medical History:
He has been bad as far back as February 1917 with Asthma and was admitted to hospital with this attack at Bailleul 28 July 1917.  Has been in hospitals since then.  Says that these Asthmatic attacks followed after Trench Fever.  He noticed the vision of his left eye becoming defective early in 1917 and it has been getting progressively worse.  Never had Asthma or Defective Vision prior to enlistment.

Cause of Disability:
Exposure and Climate.

Conditions:
Active Service.

Present Condition:
Hoarse Voice, short of breath, wheezy respiration, pains in lungs.  Defective vision in left eye.


Heart sounds regular and without murmur.  Lungs show at present nothing beyond harsh breath sounds and slight emphysema.


View of acuity – R. E. 6/6 vision. L. E. fingers at 2 feet. Corneal opacity 

Sept 1.  Useless to try and clear up this corneal scar. 

Sept 4. It is not any corneal trouble that is causing the Amblyopic condition of this eye but a degenerative condition of the macula area.

To be Boarded CI.  No treatment will avail.

   Finding 29/9/17:
Permanently unfit for general service, unfit for Home Service in England. 

He was released on furlough from September 7 to 21st and marched in to the No.2 Command Depot in Weymouth. 

At No.2 Command Depot after a kit inspection he was issued with a new uniform, badges, hat, boots and utensils to replace deficiencies.  Later at Westham camp on September 26 further clothing of breeches, cardigan, cap comforter and drawers plus some personal items and a black kit bag were supplied.  When sent to A Company at Littlemoor camp on November 12, 1917 was issued with two identity discs and on January 15 a final kit inspection.  

The transport HT Balmoral Castle departed England on February 1, 1918 and for the voyage Sapper McClure had a hammock berth.  His brother was advised of his return to Australia.  The sea kit bag was exchanged on March 21, 1918 in preparation for disembarkation.  

He disembarked on March 28, 1918 in Sydney and then overland for admittance to the 6th Aust. General Hospital in Brisbane (1st M.D.) two days later for further treatment and release.  The specialist’s report was issued on April 16, 1918 found a number of patches of retinitis around the macula and the disc and failing kidneys to do testing for cystitis?  After another visit on May 20, 1918 treatment was to be continued.

A discharge of medically unfit (1) asthma (2) defective vision was granted on June 13, 1918 making him eligible to receive a disability pension.  He was transferred to the S.O.I & R.S. (1st M.D.) for processing.

He married Matilda Blackburn in 1919 possibly in Brisbane, Qld.

A letter dated November 20, 1919 was sent to Base Records from his brother Robert McClure in Ireland who had not heard from James since he departed Devonport docks the previous year.  

A reply advised on January 6, 1920 his address was unknown at their office since his discharge but the Assistant Adjutant at Victoria Barracks in Brisbane had been requested to furnish the address if known.

In January 1920 Base Records received a Memo from Brisbane advising his address given on discharge was care of Miss Pearce, McConnell Street, Spring Hill, Brisbane, Qld 

Sapper 3336 James McClure of 1st Tunnelling Company was acknowledged when he received the British War Medal (18125) and the Victory Medal (17694) for serving his country.  

Between 1925 and 1937 he and his wife were living at Analore, Congreve Street, Hawthorne, Qld and he was a tram employee.   Their address in 1943 was Abbotsleigh Road, Holland Park, Brisbane, Qld and both are listed with Home Duties.  

James McClure died in Brisbane, Qld on September 15, 1948 at 64 years of age.
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The following notices appeared in The Courier-Mail on September 16, 1948:

His remains are in No. 5 Columbarium Wall, Niche No. 1040 in Section 14 at the Mt Thompson Memorial Gardens, Brisbane.  

In the Garden of Remembrance at Pinnaroo Lawn Cemetery, Bridgeman Downs, Brisbane a Plaque bearing his name is on Wall 11 Row A.
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FUNERAL NOTICES


McCLURE—The Funeral of the late James McClure, of Abbotsleigh Road, Holland Park, beloved Husband of Matilda McClure, & Father & Father-in-law of Neil & Barton will leave the Funeral Parlour, 52 Old Cleveland Road, Stone’s Corner, This (Thursday) Morning, after service commencing at 9.30 o’clock, for the Crematorium, Mt Thompson.  No flowers, by request.


CANNON & CRIPPS LTD


Funeral Directors


McCLURE—Totally & Permanently Disabled Soldiers’ Assn—Officers & Members are invited to attend the Funeral of their late member, James McClure, to leave as per family notice.








