SAPPER JOHN JOSEPH McCARTHY

3331 – 1st Tunnelling Company

John Joseph McCarthy was born in Herberton, North Queensland on December 17, 1890 the son of Charles John and Rose Ann (nee McKiernan) McCarthy.  In 1913 he was a labourer working in Chillagoe, North Queensland.

At twenty-four years of age he applied to enlist for active service abroad at the Recruiting Office in Innisfail, N. Qld on October 29, 1915 and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show the unmarried labourer’s address as Post Office, Chillagoe, N.Q. and was 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall with a 95cms (37½ins) chest measurement.   The following day at the Recruiting Depot in Townsville, Qld he was declared fit for service and the recruiting officer accepted his application.

Attestation forms were completed which add further information about him having a ruddy complexion, with blue-grey eyes and black hair.  Weighed in at 70kgs (154lbs) and chest expansion was between 84-93cms (33-36½ins).  His faith was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin was his father Charles John McCarthy of Chillagoe, N.Q. but later changed to his sister Kathleen Lillian McCarthy of Queen Street, Chillagoe.  He signed and took the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ the same day.

Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers appeared in the Townsville Daily Bulletin on Monday November 1, 1915:

At Enoggera camp in Brisbane, Qld basic training commenced immediately with the 8th Depot Battalion until March 23, 1916 when he was reallotted to the Miners’ Depot (1st Military District.) as a member of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.

The No. 4 Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on May 11 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3331 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded overseas to France on August 28, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust General Base Depot.

Sapper McCarthy was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on September 30, 1916.

He was the recipient of a Comfort Fund parcel and his letter of thanks was printed in the Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) on Sunday April 1, 1917:

Service continued without incident until he went to the 90th Field Ambulance on November 11, 1917 for treatment of dental caries and returned to duty the same day.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for twelve months service.

He was admitted to the 9th Aust Field Ambulance on July 7, 1918 with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (Fever) Uncertain Origin) and returned from hospital two days later.

He proceeded on leave on August 15, 1918 and rejoined on August 30.

Sapper McCarthy was with his unit when Armistice was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of explosives and traps left by the enemy.

On February 12, 1919 preparations to return to the A.G.B.D. commenced and on February 24 they marched out and crossed the English Channel to their destination at No. 3 camp at Parkhouse.  Two days later he was declared to have no disability in regard to his war service and was fit for general service at his final medical before embarkation.

While at Parkhouse a Kit Inventory was taken on February 28 and the following items were issued:


Braces, Singlet, Towel, 2 Collar Badges and 2 Australia Titles.

Unserviceable items replaced at the time were:


Boots, Khaki Felt Hat, Jacket & Breeches and Puttees.

He was transferred to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp at Heytesbury on March 20, 1919 to await the voyage home.

While at the R.B.A.A. camp a Kit Inspection was conducted on March 31, 1919 with breeches being replaced and issued with a suit of khaki drill and a white hat.

After demobilisation Sapper McCarthy embarked on April 20, 1919 on the H.T. Boonah for the journey to Australia.  Base Records advised his sister on May 23, 1919 that he was returning home.  The ship docked in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on June 11, 1919 and he returned to Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.) on June 14. 

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on August 4, 1919 as medically unfit.

His Will was forwarded to the Assistant Adjutant General 1st Military District on October 1, 1919.

The British War Medal (17071) and the Victory Medal (16674) were awarded to Sapper 3331 John Joseph McCarthy, 1st Tunnelling Company for service for his country. 

He was still a labourer at Chillagoe, N.Q. in 1925.  In 1928 the following Court Case was held and appeared in the Cairns Post on Tuesday November 6, 1928:


The Court Case is a lengthy article and includes all witness and cross-examination.  Due to space restrictions only the outline has been included.


The case was appealed in Brisbane and dismissed and reported in The Cairns Post on Thursday December 7, 1928:


By 1930 residing at Jessie Street, Irvinebank, N.Q.

The following paragraph was published in the Cairns Post on Thursday July 17, 1930:

From 1936 to 1943 he is registered residing at Chillagoe, N.Q with the occupation of Sapper and in 1949 at 38 Water Street, Cairns working as a labourer.

John Joseph McCarthy died on December 26, 1950 aged 60 in Cairns, N.Q.  Funeral arrangements and an Obituary were announced in the Cairns Post on Wednesday December 27, 1950:


His grave is located in the Cairns Cemetery, Martyn Street in the Monumental Section East Side, Row W4 in Plot 6045.

A Statement of Service was requested by the Repatriation Commission in Brisbane, Qld and sent from Base Records on March 20, 1960.
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NORTHERN VOLUNTEERS


A party of 24 volunteers left on the Canberra on Saturday, to join the camp at Enoggera.  The names of the volunteers and the districts from which they enlisted are as follows:


Ayr—Thos. Leslie Byers, Septimus Laws Gofton.


Bowen—Daniel Devine Pirie


Cloncurry—Eustace Henry Cahill, Alexander Julla Christensen, Wm John McKenzie, Alfred Russell, Cecil Selmes.


Cooktown—Sydney Francis Ashford, Arthur Sydney Rockwood.


Hughenden—Wm Mitchell


Ingham—Arthur Boxendell, Guiseppe Caprs


Innisfail—Henry Coggins, Edward Lindeman, John Joseph McCarthy, Patrick McHugh, John Pinder.


Ravenswood—Wm John Norris.


Townsville—Donald Grant, David Hall, Thos. Oswald Neville, Jas. Henry Norris, Chas. Pask.





LETTERS OF THANKS


From Sapper J.J. McCarthy, 1st Australian Tunnelling Company: “I have much pleasure in dropping you these few lines to thank you for the nice pair of socks which I received out of the comfort funds, and found your address in them.  They are a nice warm pair of socks, which is needed over here, as it is so cold, and it makes a person feel more comfortable when he has a nice pair of socks on, and to know that they are made in Australia by the girls that we are fighting for and are so proud of.  We are having plenty of snow over here, and it is terribly cold; but we can stick it as well as the best of them.  There is plenty of shot and shell flying about here, so I will not write about it, as it is dangerous to have in a letter so I will close, thanking you for you kind work helping us to knock Fritz out.  All the boys are good and strong, and ready to put the count on him at any time.  Cheer-oh!”





MINING NOTES


John Joseph McCarthy has applied for a piece of ground measuring 400 ft and 350 ft, set 2½ miles South East of 13 miles 3 chains from Coolgarra-road and about one mile from the ‘Southern Lease’, to be worked as an extended lode tin claim under the name of the ‘Co-operator.”         Article Abridged





FUNERAL NOTICES


The Relatives and Friends of Mrs J.J. McCarthy and family (38 Water-street, Cairns, late of Chillagoe,) are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of their late beloved Husband, Father and Grandfather, JOHN JOSEPH McCARTHY respectively, which will leave St Monica’s Cathedral, Cairns at 12 o’clock (noon) TO-DAY (WEDNESDAY) en route to the Cairns Cemetery, Martyn-street.


The members of the R.S.S.A.I.L.A. are also invited to attend.


The employees of the Harbour Board are also invited to attend.


Requiem Mass will be celebrated at St Monica’s Cathedral at 6.30 a.m. TO-DAY Wednesday.


H.V. SVENDSEN PTY LTD


Funeral Director and Embalmer


Cairns Post Wednesday December 27, 1950


Mr J.J. McCARTHY


The death occurred in Cairns yesterday of Mr John Joseph McCarthy of 38 Water Street, Cairns at the age of 60.  The deceased waterside worker was born in Herberton, resided at Chillagoe for many years before coming to Cairns six years ago.  He is survived by his widow, four daughters—Mesdames V. Yelnska, (Innisfail), Don Wolf (Atherton), Sister McCarthy (Cairns Base Hospital) and Miss Y. McCarthy (Cairns) and one son Mr Neil McCarthy (Brisbane).


Requiem Mass will be held at St Monica’s Cathedral at 6.30 a.m. to-day and the Funeral will take place at noon.  Members of the R.S.S.A.I.L.A. and the Cairns Harbour Board are invited to attend.





DISMISSED FOREMAN


RE-INSTATEMENT SOUGHT


CITY COUNCIL CASE


In the Industrial Court yesterday Mr A.H. O’Kelly, Industrial Magistrate, presiding, John Joseph McCarthy claimed re-instatement as a City Council employee, on the plea that he had been wrongfully dismissed.


Mr J. Campbell, secretary A.W.U. appeared for the claimant and Mr F.C.P. Curlewis acted on behalf of the City Council.  Others in court were the Mayor (Alderman W.A. Collins) and Mr A.E. Wilkinson (Town Clerk).


OPEN HEARING


The magistrate decided to hear and determine the case in open court.


Mr Campbell formally asked if the Council was prepared to re-engage McCarthy.


Mr Curlewis said that they were not prepared to re-instate him as a ganger, and Mr Campbell protested that McCarthy was not prepared to accept employment as an ordinary labourer.  Mr Campbell then proceeded to call evidence.


DISMISSED MAN’S EVIDENCE


John Joseph McCarthy, in evidence, stated that a present he was unemployed.  He had been employed by the Cairns City Council until October 25, 1928, as foreman and head ganger.  He had held that position for four years and seven months.  His duties were the general supervision of all Council Work, under the Engineer’s direction.  He supervised generally the whole of the Council’s employees except the men engaged at the Reservoir and Redlynch.  He received notice of dismissal on October 11.  He had several recommendations from Messrs P.L. Goddard, S.S. Oxenham, and two men from M.R. Creagh.  A month before he received notice of his dismissal he had heard of it.  He finished employment as city overseer on October 25, 1928.


Article abridged





Cairns Post Wednesday November 7, 1928


DISMISSED GANGER


CITY COUNCIL CASE


MAGISTRATE RESERVES DECISION


Far-reaching Issue


The claim preferred by John Joseph McCarthy in the Cairns Industrial Court against the City Council was resumed yesterday morning.  Judgement was reserved.





APPEAL DISMISSED


THE McCARTHY CASE


CAIRNS DECISION UPHELD


BRISBANE, December 5.


Before Messrs W.J. Dunstan and T.A. Ferry, the Board of Trade heard an appeal against the decision of the Industrial Magistrate at Cairns (Mr A.H. O’Kelly) in the action brought by the Australian Workers’ Union against the City Council in which the union applied to the court to reinstate John Joseph McCarthy on the ground of “wrongful dismissal.”


Mr W.J. Riordan appeared for the union, and Mr C.P. Scanlan (North Queensland Employers’ Federation) for the Council.


THE SCAPEGOAT


Mr Riordan declared that McCarthy had been made the scapegoat of a feud between the Mayor and the Council’s engineer.  The engineer appointed McCarthy as a ganger to superintend certain work being carried out by the Council.


Mr Dunstan said the ultimate authority of dismissing men was vested in the Mayor.


VICTIMISATION ALLEGED


Mr Riordan said he alleged victimisation in this case.


Mr Scanlan argued that the engineer had no power to create positions.  At present the Council was conducting an economy campaign.


The Board dismissed the appeal, but refused to grant costs to the Council.








