SAPPER JAMES JOSEPH (JIM) McBRIDE

W13524 – No.6 Tunnelling Company

Born Cowell, South Australia, Jim McBride enlisted in the A.I.F. at Perth, Western Australia on 11th April 1917.  He recorded his age as 44 years and his trade as a Railway Labourer.  His address when he enlisted was Perth, W.A., and he named his brother, Thomas Michael McBride of Napier Street, Claremont, South Australia, as his Next of Kin.

Joining the Mining Corps in May of that year, Jim was assigned to the Tunnelling Reinforcements – Bendigo.

The Clearing Hospital at Seymour on 3rd August 1917 found Jim to be suffering of the ‘Disease or Disability’ of “age 49”, which, in their opinion, made him permanently unfit for Military Service, but perfectly fit for his previous occupation (Labourer) or any other occupation.

On 9th February 1928, having recently returned to Western Australia, Jim, through the WA Branch of the R.S.& S.I.L. of Australia, wrote to the Army claiming a Discharge Certificate, stating that after training at Blackboy Hill, WA, and Seymour, Vic, he and others had been rejected for being too old, and was advised by the Doctor that he could return to Western Australia or stay and do fatigue duty at Seymour Camp.  Disappointed at being rejected due to his true age of 49, he visited friends in the country and did not return to Seymour Camp due to ill health.   

On 27th February the Army replied, advising that 13529 Sapper James Joseph McBride had been found by a Board of Inquiry, held on 25th October 1917, to have deserted on 16th August 1917 and that a warrant for his arrest had been issued on 7th September 1917, but nothing further was heard of him.

Records of the Inquiry show that Jim had been declared AWOL from 16th August to 25th October 1917; that pay due to him was £3/10/0 and that the value of deficient kit was £1/8/4.  

James Joseph McBride was taken off strength of No 6 Tunnelling Coy on 2nd November 1917 and he was placed on the Deserters Roll on the same date.
The following history provided by Sharon McBride Perth, Western Australia:

 
Great uncle James (Jim) McBride enlisted on the 11 April 1917. Jim had already celebrated his 50th birthday a few months before his enlistment but he gave his age as 44 years 2 months when he joined the No 6 Company Tunnellers.  After two months army training at Blackboy Hill camp his unit transferred to Bendigo, Victoria.  Unfortunately the truth caught up with him & on the 1st August 1917 a medical report stated his true age as a reason for him to be discharged unfit.  The comment 'Says he is in good health and has never presented sick' on the medical report was not enough to help & he was discharged from the Army.  Feeling very disappointed not to be able to go overseas with his company Jim visited friends & family in the east, travelling around & not returning to Western Australia until 1928.  It was then, when he wrote requesting his discharge papers that he found that in October 1917 he had been listed as AWL from his company.  An obvious oversight in record keeping shows that although his file contained a medical report stating he was discharged, two months later an army board found him AWL.
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