SAPPER JAMES MAXCY
2829 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
James (Jim) Maxcy stated he was born in New York, United States of America in 1883.  It appears he was the son of Irish immigrants John and Kate (Catherine) Maxcy who later came to Brisbane, Queensland with young James.
There is an arrival of Kate Maxey (28) from Country Tipperary, Ireland arriving in Brisbane on 17 November, 1886 on the ship Jumna with a Jos. Maxey (3) could be Jas.
In 1901 the family were living at Indooroopilly and the following advertisement was placed in the:
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The family were residing in 1905 at Central Avenue, Indooroopilly with John listed as a gardener and James, a compositor (arranges type for printing into a compositor machine).
Military experience was gained with the Moreton Infantry Regiment, Queensland until he resigned.

John Maxcy died in 1911 and the following announcement was placed in the:
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James and his mother later moved to Adelaide, South Australia where he continued to work in the newspaper printing trade.
At the recruiting depot in Adelaide (4th Military District) on 24 January, 1916 the single thirty-two-year-old stereotyper (composes type on printing plate cast in a mould or an original plate) applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 180cms (5ft 11ins) tall, weighing 69kgs (152lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins) and a fresh complexion with blue eyes that tested to poor vision in the right eye and good sight in the left one.  Distinctive mark was one vaccination scar on his left arm.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Kate Maxcy of 15 Porter Street, Parkside, S.A. and allotted two-fifths of his pay in support of her as he was her sole provider.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.

The enlisting officer wrote the following memo to the Camp Commandant to accompany his Attestation Form:

This man (James Maxcy) is of British Parentage he states.  He further states that he has no knowledge of America only having “resided” there some few months after he was born.  He had always understood he was British – hence he has been allowed to go thro’.  He is one of those men who can claim no definite nationality.










H.R.C. 
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Acknowledgement to the new recruits was published in the:

Basic training commenced on 24 February, 1916 with B. Coy, 2nd Depot Battalion until allotted to the 11th Field Engineers at Mitcham camp on March 1 moving to the Base Engineers on 16 March.  He was allotted to the 3rd Reinforcements to the Mining Corps 31 March and transferred to Melbourne, Victoria and allotted on 2 April.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2829.
Eighty members of the Reinforcements departed on transport HMAT A14 Euripides from Melbourne, Vic on April 4, 1916.  During their voyage a port of call for refuelling was Colombo, Ceylon and terminated at the Suez about May 5 where the men were transhipped at Alexandria to the City of Edinburgh.  They disembarked at Marseilles, France on May 17, 1916.   
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
Marseilles 24/5/16 breaking isolation camp



Award:

1 day’s F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment] by Lt J.T. Thomson 26/5/16

On June 1, 1916 they marched into Etaples and was attached on 25 June to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 27 July, 1916.  The company was working in Armentieres sector sinking shafts in quick sand and at Spion Kop working in blue clay.

Sapper was wounded in action on 2 January, 1917 suffering a gunshot wound to his back and taken to the 3rd New Zealand Field Ambulance then on to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station and remained there.
There are no Unit Diaries for January, 1917 and the following is an extract from a letter of condolence written to the widow of Sapper James M. Foley by Lieutenant K.B. Lewis and describes the circumstances as follows:

“It occurred during a German bombardment at 6.15 in the evening by the explosion of one of the ‘pineapple’ bombs they were throwing in our trench.”
On 16 January was conveyed on Ambulance Train to the 13th General Hospital in Boulogne with gunshot (shell) wound back remaining until January 20 then invalided to England on the hospital ship Jan Breydal being admitted the next day to the King George Hospital, Stamford Street with gunshot wound lower back.  

Base Records regretfully advised his mother on 26th January, 1917 he had been reported wounded.  Included was his address for correspondence.  
A Telegram was also sent to her as follows:

On 8 February was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital, Harefield where he remained.
Mrs K. Maxey was further advised on 15 February, 1917 that information had been received to the effect that Sapper J. Maxey had been admitted to the King George Hospital on 21 January, 1917, suffering from gunshot wound back, severe.  His address for correspondence was again included.

Sapper was discharged for return to Australia for a change on 4 May, 1917 embarking from Devonport, England on the H.T. Miltiades due to a shell wound left buttock.
His appreciation was conveyed from his mother to the Courier newspaper in Brisbane which published the following:
Base Records advised his mother on 1 June that he was returning home.

The transport docked in Fremantle, Western Australia (5th M.D.) on 1 July, 1917 and Sapper reboarded the H.T. Runic for return to Adelaide.  Soldiers were welcomed home and the following was typical of the ones returning soldiers received:
 Discipline was issued for the following while in the 7th Aust General Hospital, Keswick as follows:



Offence:
14/9/17 when in confinement leaving from 4 p.m. 14/9/17 to 9 a.m.





15/9/17 witnessed by W.O. Peters


Award:

Fined ten shillings 15/9/17 

Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 24 December, 1917 as medically unfit.
The 4th Military District, Keswick Barracks, Adelaide advised Base Records the same day when forwarding his medical and service documents that he returned on 1 July, 1917 and was discharged on 24 December, 1917 after one year and 304 days service of which one year and 89 days had been spent abroad.  The British War Medal (12061) and the Victory Medal (11926) were issued to Sapper 2829 James Maxcy, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

Sapper was granted a military pension from December 25, 1917 to 15 Porter Street, Parkside of two pounds five shillings per fortnight.  His widowed mother of the unmarried son was also granted a military pension of twenty-two shillings and six pence per fortnight of 25 December, 1917 to her Parkside address.
It appears he returned to work in newspaper printing.


A small Obituary was published in the:
His mother placed the following in the:

The Secretary of the A.I.F. Cemetery Trust of West Terrace, Adelaide advised Base Records on 11 February, 1929 that the ex-soldier was reported having died at Bedford Park on 19/2/1928. 

The Adelaide Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service record from Base Records which was forwarded on 27 March, 1929.  A memo written on the copy stated buried A.I.F. Cemetery, West Terrace, Adelaide. 

On the first anniversary of his demise the following memorial notices were placed in the:
Another notice In Memoriam appeared on the 2nd Anniversary of his death in the:

His name is listed on the Unley Roll of Honour for World War I.

Mrs Kate Maxey made a voyage to County Tipperary, Ireland and returned from London to Adelaide on the P & O service S.S. Bendigo on 7 October, 1930 under Captain F.N. Wyatt.  Her address abroad was listed as Ballyneale, Carrick on Suire, Co. Tipperary.  She was a 73-year-old housewife.
Mrs Maxey died in 1951 aged 93 years.  Her demise was announced in the:
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Telegraph (Brisbane) Saturday October 12, 1901:


FOR SALE


TO Sell, quiet Cow, about to calve 11 quarts daily.  J. Maxcy, Indooroopilly, near station.





Telegraph Tuesday December 19, 1911:


FUNERAL NOTICES


The Funeral of the late JOHN MAXCY will move from his late residence, Central Avenue, Indooroopilly, THIS (Tuesday) AFTERNOON, at 3.30 o’clock, to the Toowong Cemetery.


K.M. SMITH, Undertaker





Express and Telegraph (Adelaide) Friday February 25, 1916:


GONE INTO CAMP


The following men went into camp on Friday:


J. Maxcy									


Article abridged
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Brisbane Courier Tuesday May 15, 1917:


A VALUED APPRECIATION


Sapper James Maxcy, formerly an employee on the mechanical staff of the “Courier”, writing to his parents at Adelaide from a hospital in England (he is suffering from severe wounds in the back and legs), wished them to thank the “Courier” Patriotic Fund for comforts he had had while in hospital in France, the blankets supplied to him were marked “Courier” Patriotic Fund.  When he was taken to London, he found that the pyjamas served out to him were also so marked, and later in Harefield Park Hospital he was given a wheel chair provided by the same fund.  “It is,” Mr Maxcy observed in forwarding this message, “gratifying to know that our boys are benefiting by the generosity of the Queensland people.”





Daily Herald (Adelaide) Wednesday 4 July, 1917: 


HOME AGAIN – MORE SOLDIERS RETURN


The fighters who have “done their bit” and have been worsted in the fray are coming home in batches at frequent intervals of late.  Yesterday a further contingent of 92 men arrived by special train from Melbourne.  As usual there was a large crowd of anxious relatives and friends to meet them at the Adelaide Railway Station, and a number of leading citizens were also on the platform, including Mr Leigh Winser (representing the Governor) Hons A.W. Styles (Chief Secretary) and H. Jackson (Commissioner of Public Works), the Mayor of Adelaide (Mr I. Isaacs) and members of the City Council, Major Pendlebury, Sir Richard Butler, Senior Chaplains, Metters and Kendrew and Chaplain Jose.  Lieutenant Oswald had charge of the guard.  Lieutenant N. Campbell, staff officer for invalids, met the train at Aldgate.


The men were welcomed by strains of “Home, Sweet Home” played by the band.


The Commissioner of Public Works in welcoming the troops on behalf of the State, said their deeds on the battlefield would be remembered for ever.  The Government would see that they wanted for nothing and their interests would be carefully watched in every respect.


Motor cars provided by the Automobile Association were formed up in the processional order, and in these the men were driven through the main thoroughfares to the General Post Office where they were dismissed.





James (Jim) Maxcy passed away on 19 December, 1928 at Bedford Park Sanitorium aged 45 years. 





Interment took place in the Light Oval portion of West Terrace Cemetery within Row 8N in grave no. 11E.





Adelaide War Cemetery, South Australia


Photo headstone courtesy Heather Pearce





Bedford Park TB Sanitorium, Adelaide, S.A.


Photo sourced from State Library of South Australia





Sometime during 1927 the former soldier was admitted to the care of the Bedford Park Tuberculosis Sanitorium originally built for rehabilitation of troops returning from World War I.  In 1924 had 74 beds and self-supporting farm with pigs, chickens, orchard and grain production.





Advertiser Friday December 21, 1928:


OBITUARY


Mr James Maxcy, who was well known in the printing trade, died at Bedford Park Sanitorium on Wednesday night.  He was a returned soldier, and had been a patient at Bedford Park for a year.





Chronicle Saturday January 5, 1929:


BEREAVEMENT NOTICES


MRS MAXCY, of Fullerton, wishes to THANK all kind friends for letters, telegrams, floral tributes, in her recent bereavement; also special thanks to Doctor, Matron and Nurses of Bedford Park Sanatorium, and Father Horgan, of Colonel Light Gardens.





Advertiser Thursday December 19, 1929:


HEROES OF THE GREAT WAR


MAXCY—In memory of my son, Jim Maxcy, who died on the 19th December, 1928.  R.I.P.  So loved, so missed by his mother, K. Maxcy


MAXCY—In loving memory of Jim, late A.I.F., who passed away at Bedford Park Sanatorium on the 19th December, 1928.  R.I.P.—Inserted by Tom and Aggie.


MAXCY—In loving memory of my dear pal; who passed away on the 19th December, 1928—Inserted by his pal, Saus.





Advertiser Friday December 19, 1930:


IN MEMORIAM


MAXCY—In memory of Jim Maxcy, who died on the 19th December, 1928.  R.I.P. So sad, so missed by his mother.


MAXCY—In loving memory of dear Jim, who passed away 19th December, 1928—Inserted by his old pal, Saus.





Advertiser Friday December 28, 1951:


FUNERAL NOTICES


MAXCY—THE FRIENDS of the late Mrs CATHERINE MAXCY of 10 Dawson Street, Fullarton, are respectfully informed that her remains were peacefully laid to rest in the Catholic Section of Centennial Park Cemetery on Thursday 27th inst.  Rev. R. Farrelly officiating.


FRANK J. SIEBERT, Funeral Director








