SAPPER JOHN MATSON

2328 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Jacques Matson, nationality Belgian, arrived in Newcastle, NSW on 1 September 1912.  It is believed he anglicised his name to John Matson before signing the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 6 March 1916 at Bathurst, New South Wales.

He stated that he was 21 years of age and a Belgium subject, having been born in Antwerp, Belgium.  A medical examination recorded that he was 5ft 4ins tall, weighed 133 lbs, had a medium complexion, blue eyes and light brown hair.  His religious denomination was recorded as Roman Catholic.  He gave Fell Street, Portland as his home address.  A Miner by trade, he named his friend Mr. J Hardy of Portland, New South Wales as his Next-of-Kin, recorded as Mrs. Hardie on the Embarkation Roll.

On 25 March he was appointed to the 2nd Reinforcements, 1st Company, 1st Mining Corps at Rosebery Park, NSW.  He embarked for the European theatre with the 180-man strong 2nd Reinforcements on 31 March 1916 on board HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  

Departing Sydney on 31 March 1916, Star of Victoria stopped at Colombo, Ceylon on 20/21 April, then Suez, Egypt on 3/4 May and Port Said, Egypt on 5 May.  After changing to the City of Edinburgh, the recruits arrived in Marseilles, France on May 17, 1916, the voyage taking just 33 days.  

On 27 May at Marseilles, John was awarded 7 days Field Punishment No.2 and forfeiture of 10 days pay for breaking camp from 23 May until 25 May 1916.

John marched in to the Base Depot at Etaples on 1 June and was attached for duty to the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC) on 25 June 1916.  He was taken on strength on 30 September 1916.  

He reported sick on 15 February 1917 and was admitted to the 50th Field Ambulance with mumps.  John was transferred to the 7th General Hospital at Stonier on 16 February and re-joined his unit from hospital 10 March 1917.

On 23 March John was found guilty of breaking Field Open Arrest and going absent without leave from 9 pm on 21 March until arrested by the Provost Staff at 3 pm on 22 March.  He was awarded at total of 21 days Field Punishment No.1 and forfeiture of 16 days pay.
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The 3ATC End-of-War report records that John was wounded (gassed) on 23 June and was treated at 1/2 North Middlesex Casualty Clearing Station (CCS) before being admitted to the 18th CCS.  He was transferred by Ambulance Train 8 and admitted to the 18th General Hospital at Camiers on 26 June.  On 2 July he was transferred to the 6th Convalescent Depot at Etaples and on 5 July again transferred to the 5th Convalescent Depot at Cayeux.  On 24 July he was charged with being in Cayeux without a pass and before being absent for 1 hour 30 minutes.  He was awarded 7 days Confined to Barracks.

John was discharged from the Convalescent Depot and transferred to Base Details on 31 July.  He marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) on 1 August and re-joined 3ATC on 11 August.

On 30 January, 1918 members of the 3rd Tunnelling Company were photographed in the Mess Hall at Noeux-les-mines.
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On 4 February 1918 he was charged with (1) conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline in that he did leave his billet after being warned by his superior to stand by for duty, and (2) being out of his billet before 12 noon & improperly dressed contrary to Company Orders.  He was awarded 7 days Field Punishment No.2 by the Commanding Officer of 3ATC.

John reported sick on 24 February and was admitted to 130 St Johns Field Ambulance with influenza.  He was transferred to the 54th CCS on 25 February.  
On 3 March he was admitted to 59th General Hospital at St Omer and transferred to the 7th Convalescent Depot at Boulogne on 9 March 1918.  He was transferred to the 10th Convalescent Depot at Ecault on 14 March.

John was found guilty of being twice absent from inoculation parades on 14 and 15 March and was awarded 7 days Confined to Barracks by Capt. King of the R.A.M.C.  
He was transferred to the 10th Convalescent Depot at Rouelles on 20 March and marched in to the AGBD on 24 March, rejoining 3ATC on 6 April.

On 7 June 1918 John was awarded forfeiture of 7 days pay for not complying with standing orders for defence against gas on 28 April.  On 26 June he was again charged with conduct to the prejudice and being absent from his billet and was awarded 14 days Field Punishment No.1.  

John was wounded in action (2nd occasion) on 1 July, receiving a gunshot wound to the right knee and was admitted to the 1/3 West Lancashire Field Ambulance.  He was transferred to the 6th CCS on the same day and on 17 July he was transferred by Ambulance Train 17 to the 32nd Stationary Hospital at Wimereux.

He was evacuated to England on board Hospital Ship Jan Breydal and was admitted to Mill End Military Hospital at Bancroft Road, London on 18 August.  He was transferred to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on 17 September and was discharged to No.2 Command Depot on 30 September 1918.

John left London on 20 October 1918 on board Borda for return to Australia, disembarking in Sydney on 22 December 1918.  He was discharged in Sydney, NSW, 17 March 1919 entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

Jacques Matson married Olive E Vidler in Sydney in 1919.  Olive E Vidler was born at Wallerawang, NSW in 1897, the daughter of Ernest Edward Vidler and Laurel Hamilton.

Johns’ military medical documents were forwarded to the Repatriation Commissioner, Sydney, in July 1938.

The 1943 Census for Penrith, NSW records:

Matson, Jacques, Llandilo, Labourer

Matson, John, Fourth Avenue, Llandilo, pipelayer

The above and the marriage in 1919 are the only times ‘Jacques Matson’ appears in the searched records.  

Jacques and John are believed to be the same person.

Census records for 1949 through 1963 record:

Matson, John, Fourth Avenue, Llandilo, pipelayer

Matson, Olive Elsie, Llandilo, home duties

The 1968 Census records only:

Matson, John, Fourth Avenue, Llandilo, pipelayer

John Matson, resident of Kogarah, died at Concord, NSW in 1973 aged 76 years.

On 4 July 1973, J Matson was buried at Woronora Cemetery.  He was aged 77 and was born about 1896.

Woronora Cemetery Details record:

‘MATSON JOHN 04/07/1973 Ashes Wall of Memories AIF PANEL 14 – GG 0075’


Olive Elsie Matson, daughter of Edwin Ernest Vidler and Laurel Hamilton died at Kogarah, NSW in 1966.  
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Western Argus - Kalgoorlie, WA - Tuesday 27 March 1917:





COMFORTS AT THE FRONT


AN APPRECIATION.





Mrs. M. Jordan, secretary of the Kalgoolrie Women's Club, has received the following letter from Sapper J. Buck thanking the members of the club for comforts received:-





"France, 22/1/'17.  Dear Madam, Just a few lines to let you know I received the parcel from the women's club.  I distributed the comforts to the best of my ability.  So let me, for the rest of the boys, whose names you will find enclosed, send our heartiest thanks to you and your kind friends who are so good as to forward these parcels to us.  We do not get a smoke till we get these parcels, as the tobacco here is rubbish." 





The list enclosed bears the following signatures:-- J. Buck, E. Butler, O. Buck, A. McLean, J. Elliott, T. Daly, W. Burke, J. Gover, C. O'Neill, M. Sheridan, Sergt. W. MacNamara, W. Dunning, T. Mc Lean, C. Hitchins, Corp. K. .Macbeth (Kalgoorlie), A. C. Hanbury, H. Olsen D. Donnelly (Kalgoorlie), C. Gibb, M. Reidy, W. Neal, R. E. Willoughby, S. Terrell, W. Roberts, E. Mayne, Yargens Matson, J. Peach, R. W. Ulph, H. Williams.  





The signature, "Yargens Matson," bears after it the words, "The only Belgian boy fighting with the Anzacs”.








Spr. J. Matson is identified as circled





The Sydney Morning Herald - NSW - Tuesday 16 July 1940





PUBLIC NOTICES


I, JACQUES MATSON, of Belgian Nationality, born at Antwerp. Belgium, and resident 28 years in Australia, now residing at 4th Avenue, Llandilo, intend to apply for Naturalisation under the Nationality Act 1920-1936.








Plaque on A.I.F. Wall of Memories – Woronora Crematorium, NSW


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave contributed by Kojakone








