SAPPER ALBERT MATSON

342 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Born 9 June 1884 in Wasa, Finland, Albert Matson was recorded as being of Finnish Nationality when he arrived in Sydney, Australia on 12 October 1912 on board SS Benalla.

When he completed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 13 October 1915, he recorded that he was a Russian Subject, Seaman by trade and was not married.  He named as his Next-of-Kin his uncle J.K. Jacobson of PO Box 246, Ironwood, Michigan, USA.

A medical examination on 13 October recorded that he was 31 years and 3 months of age.  He was 5ft 6½ins tall and weighed 10 Stone 2 lbs.  Albert had a dark complexion, blue eyes and black hair and recorded Lutheran as his religious denomination.  A number of scars and tattoos were recorded as distinguishing marks.

He signed the Attestation and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 16 October 1915 at Holdsworthy, New South Wales and was appointed to No.1 Company of the newly formed Australian Mining Corps and commenced training at their Casula Camp near Liverpool.

On 20 February 1916 Albert embarked from Sydney on board Ulysses with the Mining Corps.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Following the farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  After a delay of about a month for repairs, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  

The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Albert was admitted to the Ships Hospital on 28 March and returned to duty on 17 April.

Shortly after arriving at Hazebrouck he reported sick on 26 May 1916 at West Outre and was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 27 May.  He was transferred to the No.9 Stationary Hospital at Havre on 30 May and then to the 18th General Hospital at Camiers on 17 July.  On 23 July he was attached for rations to 39th General Hospital at Havre.

On 10 August Albert was charged with drunkenness and overstaying his pass by 2 hours and was deprived of 14 days pay.

At the 1st Australian Divisional Base Depot he was again hospitalised at 26th General Hospital at Etaples on 20 September and was evacuated to England on 22 September and was admitted to the War Hospital, Guildford on 23 September.  On 8 November he marched in to No.3 Com. Depot from No.2 Com. Depot, Weymouth.  On 1 December at the Fovant Camp he was awarded 28 days detention for drunkenness and riotous conduct in the lines, the offences occurring on 27 November 1916.

He was transferred to Australian Details at Perham Downs on 11 December and proceeded overseas to France on 28 January 1917.

He marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) at Rouelles on 29 January 1917.  Albert was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion on 8 February and rejoined his unit on 23 February.

On 16 December 1917 he reported sick and was admitted to the 3rd Australian Field Ambulance.  He was transferred to the 7th Convalescent Depot at Boulogne on 17 December.  He was transferred on to the 39th General Hospital at Havre on 22 December and was discharged to the AGBD on 20 January 1918.  On 24 January he was awarded 7 days Field Punishment No.2 and forfeited 9 days pay for being absent without leave from 9 pm on 22 January until 10.30 am on 23 January.  On 3 February, Albert rejoined the 1st Tunnelling Company.  

He again reported sick on 10 August 1918 and was admitted to the 20th Casualty Clearing Station.  On 13 August he was transferred to the 1st Stationary Hospital at Rouen.  He was transferred on to the 39th General Hospital at Havre on the same day.

On16 December he was discharged from hospital to the AGBD and marched out to his unit on 31 December 1918, rejoining the unit on 6 January 1919.  On 12 February he marched out of his unit to the AGBD for return to Australia.  He left France on 24 February and marched in to No.3 Camp at Parkhouse on 25 February.

On 4 March he appeared before the Thames Police Court charged with drunkenness.  The charge was dismissed and he was escorted to Warwick Square and appeared before the O.C. Troops and was released.

He marched out to the R.B.A.A., Heytesbury on 20 March and left London on board Boonah on 20 April 1919, disembarking at Melbourne on 8 June 1919.  He re-embarked on Sardinia for Sydney where he was discharged from the A.I.F. on 26 July 1919.


Albert Matson was entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

In 1923, Albert married Linda Moore (or Schneider) in Sydney.

In October 1937, Albert wrote to Base Records from his 68 Goodsell Street, Newtown address reporting that he had lost all his medals including his returned badge and wished to be granted another lot on C.O.D at the post office.

In August 1938 his military medical documents were forwarded to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney.

Albert enlisted at Paddington, New South Wales for service in WW2 as N38859 Private in the 11th Garrison Battalion from 22 January to 27 August 1942.  He named his wife Linda Matson as his Next-of-Kin.  In 1942 he is recorded as a Naturalised British Subject.

The 1943 Census for the Sydney suburb of Waterloo records:

Matson, Albert, 12 Smith Street, Seaman

Matson, Linda, 12 Smith Street, home duties

Albert Matson died at Redfern in 19 March 1948 aged 63.  His parents are recorded as Mathias Toyna and Maria.  He was buried in the Eastern Suburbs Cemetery at: Roman Catholic FM21 – Grave 1735.


Linda Matson continued living at the 12 Smith Street address until her death in 1962 aged 68.
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Research:

Linda M Schneider born 1897 at Wagga Wagga – parents Sebastian and Jane.

Linda Moore was born 1899 at Catherine Hill Bay – parents James T and Annie

Linda G Moore was born 1889 at Sydney – parents James and Theresa A

Linda  A Moore was born 1895 at Mosman – parents Charles C and Eliza A

Following information from:
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ALBERT MATSON

Born 9.06.1884       Place Waasa, Finland     Ethnic origin Finn      Religion Lutheran

Father Matson, Mathias Joyra

Residence before arrival at Australia after Finland was 8 years in USA sailing on American ships on American coast, Hawaiian, South American and Fijian Islands

Arrived at Australia 

            from London       on 12.10.1915       per Benalla      disembarked at Sydney

Residence before enlistment Sydney

Occupation 1915 seaman, 1940 casual worker, a licensed dealer

Service
service number 342   enlisted 16.10.1915   POE Holsworthy, NSW

unit 1st Tunnelling Company   rank Sapper

place Western Front, 1916-1919

final fate RTA 20.04.1919       discharged 26.07.1919

Naturalisation 1940

Residence after the war Sydney

Wife Linda Matson (nйe Moore Schneider), married in 1923

WWII served 1942, 11th GB

Materials naturalisation (NAA)

digitised WWI service records (NAA)

WWII service records (NAA)

The Sydney Morning Herald - NSW - Friday 19 March 1948:





FUNERALS


MATSON - The Relatives and Friends of Mrs Linda Matson are invited to attend the Funeral or her late beloved Husband ALBERT MATSON (late Engineers 1st and 2nd AIF) to leave his late Residence, 12 Smith Street Waterloo, This Friday at 1.45 pm for Catholic Cemetery, Botany.


Wood Coffill Limited Sydney and Suburbs.  Phone M4611











Not withstanding his several hospitalisations, Albert Matson was a member of 1ATC from May 1916 until his return to Australia in June 1919.  In that period he would have worked at Hill 60 in the preparations for the Battle of Messines Ridge.  He also most likely worked on the digging of the Catacombs at Hill 63.  





He may have been involved with the Easter Raid of April 1917 and the accidental explosion of 25 April 1917, which killed 10 members of his unit.  





He may have also been involved with operations on the Hindenberg Line in September 1918 when 20 members of 1 & 2ATCs where decorated.








1ATC War Diary: 


No.3 SECTION


Squad Sergeant:  Sergt. Fletcher


Squad No. 1.							Second School: MUSKETRY


								Fortnight ending 23-6-18





No.	Rank.		Name				Grouping	Rapid	Vanishing Target	Total


342	  Spr		Matson  A.		     	    25		   16		20		   51





Average per man (30 men)		   	   	   21.3		  13.9		19.8


				








