
SAPPER DONALD ROSS MATHESON

5778 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Lochalsh, Ross-shire, Scotland was the birthplace of Donald Ross Matheson in 1884 the son of William and Johann Matheson.  In 1891 the family were residing at 5 Bank Street, Lochalsh and citizens of the household were William (47) seaman, Johann (40), and their children Alexander (15), Betsy (11), Georgina (9) and Donald (scholar) (7).  

Ten years later in 1901 they were living at 12 Harbour Street, Lochalsh and the family were William (60) fisherman, Johann (50) and Donald (17) fisherman.

Donald came to Australia and married in 1913 to Marion G. Whitelaw at West Wallsend, Newcastle, New South Wales.

At the recruiting depot in Newcastle, NSW on May 15, 1916 the thirty-two year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination personal particulars taken of the married man show he was 175cms (5ft 9ins) tall and was declared fit for active service.  His application was accepted by the recruiting officer.  

Attestation forms were completed and describe him further as weighing 68kgs (150lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-96cms (36-38½ins) and a dark complexion.  His grey eyes tested to poor vision in both eyes and had black hair.  Protestant was his religious faith.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination scars on his left arm.  

He named as his Next-of-kin his wife Mrs Marion Matheson of Carrington Street, West Wallsend, NSW.  He was sworn in the same day.

He was allotted to ‘C Coy’, Newcastle Depot Battalion at Broadmeadow camp in the rank of Private on May 22, 1916 for basic training until sent to the Miners’ training camp at Seymour, Victoria on July 5, 1916 and assigned for training on July 24 with the October, 1916 Reinforcement to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5778.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  
Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth.  They marched into the Aust Details camp at Perham Downs the next day for further training for the front.

The Reinforcement departed Folkstone for France on January 28, 1917 aboard S.S. Onward and marched in to the Aust General Base Depot a day later.  On February 8 he was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company.

Sapper Matheson was wounded in action by shell fire on April 2, 1917 and taken to the 10th London Field Ambulance being admitted with a gunshot wound to his head then transferred to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station.  He died at 4.30pm on April 5, 1917 from his wounds received in action.

Burial took place in Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery situated 1¾ miles south west of Poperinghe, Belgium.

Medical Report was prepared on April 13, 1917 and a copy of his service made for the War Pension Department four days later.  Base Records was advised and confirmation in receipt of the Cable was dated April 16, 1917 and his wife advised of the sad news.  
Field Service Report was dated April 25, 1917 at the Anzac Section of General Headquarters.

Mrs Matheson placed the following Thanks notice in the:
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Further notices of his demise were printed in the:
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Mrs Matheson/Mathieson was granted a Widow’s Pension on June 17, 1917 of $4 (£2) per fortnight to be sent to her address at Carrington Street, West Wallsend.  Also included were their children:

William Hogan Whitelaw    
 step-child 
 pension £1 p.f.

John Matheson/Mathieson
 son 

 pension of 15/- p.f.

Mary P. Matheson/Mathieson daughter 
 pension of 10/- p.f.

Reverend A. Brown of The Rectory, West Wallsend wrote to Base Records on August 9, 1917 inquiring on behalf of Mrs Matheson if they had any information on the relatives of the late Sapper Matheson advising that his parents Mr and Mrs William Matheson lived in Ross-shire, Scotland and they had not heard from them for years.  His widow did not know if they were alive or moved to some other part of the country.

Base Records replied on August 16, 1917 that the only relative of the soldier was his wife whose name was recorded at their Office.  
His name was listed in the Casualty List published in:
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The A.I.F. Kit Store in London despatched personal effects of the late Sapper for distribution to his wife on the transport Ulysses.  Their inventory stated:

Tartan cap and Photo.

Base Records forwarded the package on to Mrs Matheson on February 15, 1918 by registered post (2275).
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The following notice was published on the first anniversary of his death in the:

On September 7, 1918 his widow wrote to Base Records requesting a copy of his Death Certificate and it was forwarded to Mrs Matheson on September 12, 1918.

On the second anniversary of his demise the following tributes appeared in the:
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A circular regarding the grave of her husband was sent on January 5, 1920 and a reminder posted out on February 8, 1922.

Photographs of his grave were sent in triplicate to his widow on March 1, 1920.

The British War Medal (51948) and the Victory Medal (51230) were issued to Sapper 5778 Donald Ross Matheson, 2nd Tunnelling Company for his supreme sacrifice.

The War Medal was directed to the Commandant, 2nd Military District on April 29, 1921 for distribution to the widow of Sapper Matheson.  The Victory Medal was issued to his wife on April 13, 1922 by registered post.

The pamphlet ‘Where the Australian’s Rest’ went out on May 19, 1921.

The Memorial Scroll (321358) was issued on December 16, 1921 and the Receipt slip for this was signed by his widow on January 3, 1922.  The Memorial Plaque (321358) was issued on August 8, 1922.
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Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Saturday April 28, 1917:


BEREAVEMENT NOTICES


THANKS—I, the undersigned, do hereby tender my sincere thanks to the Patriotic Committee, Girls League, and all other kind friends for their expressions of sympathy in my sad bereavement.  I also wish to express my heartfelt thanks to the Girls’ League for their handsome donation. (Signed) Mrs D.R. Matheson, West Wallsend.








Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Saturday May 12, 1917:


DISTRICT CASUALTIES


DIED OF WOUNDS


SAPPER MATHESON—Mrs Matheson of West Wallsend has been informed that her husband Sapper Donald Ross Matheson, died on April 5 from wounds received in France.








Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate June 2, 1917:


ROLL OF HONOUR


MATHESON—Died on 5th April, 1917, Donald Ross Matheson, the beloved husband of Marion Matheson from wounds received in France.


  	We who loved him, sadly miss him.


Home papers please copy.








The Maitland Weekly Mercury Saturday December 9, 1917:





NEW SOUTH WALES


KILLED IN ACTION





Sappers L. Fisher (England), W.J. Brook (Waverley), D. Matheson, (Balmain).		         Article abridged





Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Friday April 5, 1918:





ROLL OF HONOUR





MATHESON—In sad but loving memory of my dear husband and father, Sapper Donald Ross Matheson, who died of wounds received in France April 5, 1917.


 	 Though death divides us, fond memory clings.


  	Deeply mourned, and, oh ! how sadly missed.


Inserted by his loving wife and children, Marion Matheson, West Wallsend.








Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Saturday April 5, 1919:





ROLL OF HONOUR





MATHESON—A tribute of love to the memory of our dear husband, and father, Sapper Donald Ross (Dad) Matheson, who died of wounds received in France April 6, 1917.


  	The fond remembrance of the past


  	Will always bring regret,


  	No space of time, no lapse of years,


 	Can dim our loved one’s past.


 	A loving memory holds him dear,


 	And will until the last.


Inserted by his loving wife and children, Marion Matheson, West Maitland.





MATHESON—In sad by affectionate remembrance of our beloved brother-in-law and uncle, Sapper Donald Ross Matheson who died of wounds received in France on April 6, 1917.


  	On Australia’s Roll of Honour


  	We will find our hero’s name.


Inserted by his brother-in-law and sister-in-law, and niece R.J. and M. M’Blane, West Wallsend.








LEST WE FORGET





The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:





ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London





Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris











Photo of headstone and cemetery courtesy the Lijssenthoek Cemetery Project 








Base Records advised Mrs Matheson on August 15, 1923 that her husband’s grave had been officially registered in plot 11, row C, in grave no. 24.





His name is commemorated on Panel 27 in the commemorative section of the Australian War Memorial.  The AWM Roll of Honour records as ‘Mathieson’.





His grave is located in plot 11 of the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, West Vlaanderen, Belgium within row C in grave number 24 under the spelling Mathieson.








He is commemorated on the West Wallsend Presbyterian Church, NSW, Roll of Honour and the Lochalsh War Memorial, Scotland, below:





The Lochalsh memorial is in a memorial garden 2 miles east of Kyle of Lochalsh facing south towards the Kyle of Lochalsh.  Unveiled and dedicated 21 December 1921 attended by relatives and friends of the fallen and local clergy/dignitaries. Rectangular stone tablet with triangular pedimented top set on a stone block base. Inscription in black lettering.  It is set within a walled garden with a sloped path leading up to the memorial.  WW2 tablet has been set into the base below the main section of the memorial.  A wrought iron fence encloses the area with a painted entrance gate.  On the gate is depicted a landscape formed of a ship on water and a tree in the foreground with hills in the background.  At the top is a thistle flanked by two poppies and a leaf.  At the bottom are two thistles.  Crown within a wreath is engraved at the top centre of the tablet.  The memorial covers the communities of Kyle of Lochalsh, Plockton, Avernish, Auchtertyre, Nonach, Ardelve, Balmacara, Kirkton, Sallachy and Strone).





 For King Kin and Country for Freedom, Truth and Justice 1914 1919 LOCHALSH WAR MEMORIAL IN AFFECTIONATE AND GRATEFUL REMEMBRANCE "GUS AM BRIS AN LA AGUS AM TEIGH MA SCAILEAN." Geoffrey Gillon
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