SAPPER LUIS MARLO

1232 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Born at Voltellina, Tirano, Italy, Luis, known as Lui, came to Australia about 1910/1911 and was an Italian subject.

Following a medical examination at Southern Cross, Western Australia which found him to be ‘fit for active service’, he signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 25 September 1915.  Lui stated that he was single, aged 27 years and 2 months and gave his occupation as Miner.  The medical examination recorded that he was 5ft 6 ins tall and weighed 164 lbs.  He had a dark complexion, brown eyes and black hair.

 He named as his Next-of-Kin his mother, Mrs Tognolini Anna Marlo of Voltellina, Tirano, Italy

After his Consular papers had been examined, he signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 27 September at Blackboy Hill, Western Australia.

He initially trained with ‘D’ Company, 3rd Depot Battalion until 8 November when he was transferred to the 13th Reinforcements for the 11th Infantry Battalion.

On 30 November he was transferred to No.3 Company of the newly formed Australian Mining Corps.

The original No.3 Company consisted of Company Headquarters and 3 Sections recruited in the 5th M.D.  This major portion of No.3 Company was recruited by 2nd Lt L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps began officially on December 1st, 1915. The recruits were placed for basic training the following day at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. as the Corps was being established.  The Unit’s title was the No.3 Company and was made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks embarking from Fremantle, W.A. on December 18, 1915 and sailing to Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  

On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW.  They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.  Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula to complete training as a Corps.  

Following further training at the Miners Casula Camp, Lui embarked for the Western Front with the Mining corps.  At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  
Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Following the farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  After a delay of about a month due to Ulysses requiring repairs following a collision with an uncharted rock when leaving Fremantle on 8 March, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.   

The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

The Units End of War Report records for November 1916:

“At about 112 x in no. 21 DDL chamber the ground was very broken with deep cracks.  Strong flow of water from face, which was plugged.  In right hand corner of chamber also struck water.  An enemy camouflet opposite this gallery was blown at 12.40am on 27/11/16 destroying the gallery and killing 20 men.  Charging had been completed by us and tamping about to be started.  Opposite no. 1 DDR1L1 chamber an enemy blow took place at 8 am on 28/11/16 killing two men.” 

Whilst on leave at Boulogne on 12 June 1917 Lui gave a statement to the Red Cross concerning the deaths of 27 November 1916 and his part in the incident:

“This man was in a party working on a mine and Fritz blew up a mine there and Sapper Brockley was buried.  I was the one who pulled his body out along with five others.  Sapper Brockley was only smashed a little about the face.  He was killed I expect by the shock, he must have been buried close there at a place called Hersin near Pettit Sain.”

Lui reported sick on 7 March 1917 and was admitted to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer suffering with mumps.  He was discharged from hospital on 27 March and rejoined his unit on 28 March.

Lui was one of 10 members of the unit gassed at Nizam Trench Hill 70 on 6 September 1917 and was treated at the 1st Casualty Clearing Station.  On 5 September, 17 members of 3ATC had been gassed in the same trench.  He was hospitalised at the 7th General Hospital before rejoining his unit on 14 September.

Lui was awarded 7 days Field Punishment No.1 on 18 October for insolence to his superior officer on 9 October.

On 5 November 1917 Lui reported sick and was treated at the 35th Field Ambulance and the 33rd Field Ambulance for myalgia, rejoining his unit on 17 November.

He enjoyed some leave from 15 February to 2 March 1918.

On 28 August 1918 the C.O. 3rd Tunnelling Company recommended him for promotion to Corporal for ‘work on the Italian Front during Italian Offensive’.  The recommendation included the remarks: ‘Good experience in Machine Rock Drilling.  Speaks Italian.  Born in North of Italy.  Speaks English fairly, does not write English.’

Lui marched out of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company on 10 March 1919 for demobilisation, arriving in England on 18 March to await return to Australia.  He left England on 1 June 1919 on board RMS Somali, disembarking at Fremantle, Western Australia on 8 July 1919.

He was discharged from the A.I.F. in the 5th Military District (Western Australia) on 8 September 1919, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

On February 3 1925 he requested that his medals be forwarded to him c/o No.3 Store, Kurrawang, W.A., 
[Kurrawang was the headquarters of the WA Goldfields Firewood Supply Company (WAGFS) from 1895 to 1938 when the company moved to a new location at Lakewood near Boulder. Kurrawang is situated about 14 kilometres south west of Kalgoorlie and about one kilometre off the highway to Coolgardie – description courtesy of Rod Diery, see his website at www.woodlines.bigpondhosting.com]
The medals were despatched by Registered Post on 26 February.

In March 1927 Lui’s military records were forwarded to the Repatriation Commission in Perth, Western Australia.


Luis Marlo is possibly buried in the Menzies Cemetery, Western Australia.
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Geraldton Guardian and Express – WA – Saturday 13 June 1936:


SANDSTONE CAMP AFFRAY


MAN INJURED IN STRUGGLE


ITALIAN COMMITTED TO SESSION


In the Sandstone Police Court on Saturday last before Col. W.O. Mansbridge and two Justices, Lui Marlo, an Italian, was charged with unlawfully wounding John Francis Bourke on May 16th by stabbing him with a knife, contrary to Section (unreadable) of the Criminal Code.


Bourke said he arrived at Sandstone from Wiluna on May 9th and stayed at Marlo's camp, two miles from the town.  He went into town on May 16th and returned at 11 p.m. with two other men.  He said he was fairly drunk and had no clear recollection of the attack on him and did not know the reason for it.


W.J. Pratt, prospector, said he was in bed at his camp when Bourke returned with a man named McGowan in the latter's car.  Marlo and Bourke were both drunk, and they had an argument over boiling the billy.  Marlo threw a suitcase at Bourke, and they struggled.  He heard Bourke say:   “He's stuck me.” 


Pratt said McGowan and he took Bourke to the Sandstone Hospital and reported the matter to the police. 


Constable George Flanders, stationed at Sandstone, said that on receiving advice of the affray he went to the camp.  Marlo had blood on his right hand.  Witness took possession of a knife and later arrested Marlo. 


Marlo, who pleaded guilty, said Bourke, who was drunk, was abusive, when told to pull himself together.  He told Bourke to clear out of the camp.  Marlo said he remembered getting very excited and using a knife on Bourke.


Dr. T.M. Gilbert stated that Bourke had several punctured wounds in the upper abdomen, one on the lower left side and one at the back of the scalp.  


Contd.





The West Australian – Perth – Wednesday 2 September 1936:


SANDSTONE QUARREL.


Italian Acquitted.


After a 15-minutes' retirement, a jury in the Criminal Court yesterday afternoon brought in a verdict of not guilty in a case in which Lui Marlo, a middle aged Italian prospector, was charged with having unlawfully wounded John Francis Burke at Sandstone on May 16 last.  


The trial was before the Chief Justice (Sir John Northmore).  The prosecution was handled by the Crown Prosecutor (Mr. C.B. Gibson) and Mr. B. Simpson appeared for the defence.


It was set up for the Crown that on May 10 Burke, a miner, who was temporarily "down and out," went to stay with Marlo at the latter's camp near Sandstone.  On May 16 the two men went into the township and during the day had a good deal more liquor than was good for them.  In the evening, after the men had returned to Marlo's camp, a quarrel arose.  Marlo told Burke to quit the camp, and sped the parting guest by throwing his baggage after him.  Burke said, "that's just what a dago would do," and Marlo, exclaiming "I'll show you what a dago would do," seized a knife and in the course of a scuffle stabbed Burke three times, inflicting wounds in his abdomen and on the back of his skull.


Burke, under cross-examination, said that he was warned that Marlo meant trouble, and consequently, when Marlo came towards him on the night of May 16, he seized the Italian by the throat.  Witness admitted that Marlo had a reputation as a peaceable, law-abiding citizen who was suffering from miner's phthisis and was receiving a pension in respect of severe war injuries.  





Case for the Defence.


The accused, in evidence, said that on the night of May 16, when Burke became aggressive, witness told him to "get to hell out of it" and threw his bag after him.  Burke replied, "That's just what a dago would do.  I'll shift you, you -."  Burke seized witness by the throat, and during a struggle witness got hold of something off the table - it may have been a knife.  This was witness's first appearance in court and he hoped it would be his last.  He had been in Australia for 26 years, and had been on active service with the A.I.F. for three and a half years during the war, when he was severely gassed.  He was also suffering from miner's phthisis.  


Charles Edwin Austin, engine-driver, said that he was well acquainted with the accused, who was a very fine fellow and very peaceable.  In the hotel at Sandstone on May 16 he had been repeatedly called "a dago -" by Burke, who was annoying everybody with his bombastic, pugnacious behaviour.


The Crown Prosecutor: But surely in places like Sandstone nobody takes any notice of pugnacity!  At Wiluna I once saw 15 fights in one night! 


Witness (scornfully): Sandstone is not a place like Wiluna!


The accused, on his discharge, was warmly congratulated by a number of his friends.





Continues. 


The wounds were inflicted by a sharp instrument.  The knife produced could have inflicted them.  Bourke was treated at the Sandstone Hospital and was later conveyed to Youanmi.


The magistrate committed Marlo for trial at the Court of Sessions at Cue on August 15th.





Western Mail – Perth – Thursday 3 August 1939:


Italian Commits Suicide.


Menzies, July 31. – Lui Marlo (55), an Italian, using gelignite, blew his head to pieces at 9 o’clock on Saturday night, after setting fire to his camp.  He had threatened to commit suicide for some weeks.  He suffered from war injuries and miners phthisis and received a pension of £14 a month.  A married son lives in South Australia.





The Argus – Melbourne, Vic – Thursday 3 August 1939:


DEATH IN CAMP


Kalgoorlie, W.A., Wednesday – The charred body of Lui Marlo aged 55 years was found in his camp at Menzies, 70 miles from Kalgoorlie, late last night.  Townspeople heard an explosion and saw flames.  It was found that Marlo’s head had been blown off.  Police believe that he put a detonator in his mouth and lit the fuse.  





The West Australian – Perth – Friday 14 April 1939:





NATURALISATION NOTICES


I, Lui Marlo of Italian Nationality born at Tirano, Sondrio, Italy and resident 28 years in Australia now residing at Menzies, intend to apply for Naturalisation under the Nationality Act 1920-1930.








