SAPPER PATRICK PETER MANNION

7398 - 1st Tunnelling Company
Born on 28th August 1868 at Farrells Flat in South Australia, Patrick was the 5th child of 11 born to Michael, a farmer, and Mary, nee Coyne, Mannion.  The 1st three Mannion children were all born in County Galway, Ireland.


Patrick was the 2nd child to be born in South Australia after the family migrated from Clifden, Co. Galway to South Australia c.1865.  Anecdotal evidence in the family history is that Patrick and his brother John Francis Mannion relocated to the Western Australian goldfields late in the 1890's.

  
Their sister Bridget joined them later and they were the only siblings to leave SA.  John married in the Western Australian goldfields in 1913, but Patrick didn't marry until 4 February 1931, aged 62, to the Dublin born 34 year-old-Annie HARNEY who already had a 2-year-old son whom Patrick adopted after the marriage.  Annie was the daughter of Edward, a basket-maker, and Isabella, nee Dunne, Harney.

Patrick enlisted at Kalgoorlie on 9th June 1917 at age 48 years and 9 months and recorded his sister, Bridget Miriam GRAY, wife of Harry Gray, of Meekatharra, WA, as his Next-of-Kin.  Patrick gave his Postal Address as c/o Mrs Rowe Boarding House, Fimiston, Western Australia, and voluntarily agreed to allot not less than three-fifths of his pay for the support of Mrs Rowe.  His Will was lodged with his brother, John Francis MANNION, 98 Hopkins Street, Boulder, WA.

At enlistment Patrick was 5ft 8in tall, weighed 140lbs with a 35in chest, was of fair complexion, blued eyed with dark brown hair.  He listed his trade as ‘miner’.  He was medically examined at Boulder, WA on 9th June 1917 and declared fit for active service.

On the 22nd of June 1917 at Seymour, Victoria, he was appointed to the March Tunnelling Reinforcements by 2nd Lieutenant H. C. Valentine who was commanding those Reinforcements at that time.  Patrick assumed the rank of a Sapper in the Australian Engineers on that day.  Patrick, with other members of the ‘March Reinforcements’, embarked for the European theatre on the 4th of August 1917.

The troopship HMAT A32 Themistocles with 167 Tunneller Reinforcements sailed from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship reached the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during an unavoidable eight-day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions was endured.  The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty-nine day voyage.  The troops were entrained to Tidworth, England and marched-in to 1 & 3 Details, Parkhouse Camp, on the 3rd of October.  
One of the Tunnellers, 7427 Spr William James McPeak, died of acute transverse myalitis on 14 August and was buried at sea.  He was one of 4 soldiers to die on this voyage. 
Proceeding overseas via Southampton, Patrick arrived in France on the 22nd November 1917 and entered the Australian General Base Depot at Rouelles on the 23rd of that month.  Moved to the 1st Anzac Corps Depot the 26th November he was briefly attached to the 3rd Pioneer Battalion for one week in December 1917, before being attached to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company on 18th December 1917. 

Taken on strength of 1 Aust. Tunn Coy on 27th April 1918, he worked with the Company at Vermelles, Lens, Loos, Givenchy and Double Crassiers.

He suffered some minor illnesses requiring brief hospitalisations before enjoying leave from the 21st September to 12th October of that year, returning to his unit in France until the Armistice and beyond.

He arrived in England on 3rd February, boarding SP12 Khyber for his return to Australia.  Having left London behind on 31st March 1919, he disembarked in 5th Military District on 24th May 1919 and was discharged ‘Medically Unfit’ on 28th June 1919.

His documents were forwarded to Repatriation, Perth on 1st August 1928.

For his service, 7398 Sapper Patrick Peter MANNION was awarded the British War Medal (20137, issued May 1921) and the Victory Medal (19221, issued May 1920).

“Anecdotal evidence in the family history is that Patrick and his brother John Francis Mannion relocated to the WA goldfields late in the 1890's.  Their sister Bridget (my grandmother) joined them later - they were the only siblings to leave SA.   John married in the WA goldfields in 1913.   

Patrick married at a late age, 62 or 63, in 1931, at Perth to Annie HARNEY who already had a 2-year-old son whom Patrick adopted after his marriage.  The couple were living at 34 Smith Street, North Perth where Patrick was employed as a labourer.” - Mike Smith.

Patrick died on 1 February 1936, just 5 years after his marriage, at East Victoria Park, Western Australia.  He was 67 years old.  

His passing was published in The West Australian on Monday 3 February 1936:

He is buried at Karrakatta Cemetery, Western Australia in the Roman Catholic Section; grave 0377.  

Annie Mannion continued to live at the Wittenoom address until at least 1943.  She died in 1993 aged 97.  She is buried with her husband in the Karrakatta Cemetery.

“We really do not know a lot about Annie Harney.  We know she was a nurse in France in WW1 but have no idea of the tie up with any nursing organisation. She always insisted Patrick was Robert’s father and the reason she did not get married until he was two was she did not like Australia and wanted to go back to the UK or Ireland.” – Leonie Hassen -  granddaughter of Patrick Mannion
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includes information provided by Mike Smith,

Great nephew of Patrick MANNION & Grandson of Bridget Miriam GRAY

DEATHS


MANNION. – On February 1, 1936, Patrick, dearly loved husband of Mrs. Annie Mannion, of 176 Wittenoom-street, East Perth, beloved father of Robert; aged 67 years.


R.I.P.





MANNION. – On February 1, 1936, at the Edward Millen Home, Victoria Park, Patrick Peter Mannion, beloved brother of Mary, Bartholomew, Joseph, John, (deceased), Michael, James, Annie, Martin (South Australia), and Mrs. Gray (East Perth), fond uncle of Chas., Eula, Sid, Harry and Hazel Gray.


R.I.P.





FUNERAL NOTICES


Mannion. – The Friends of the late Mr. Patrick Mannion, of the Edward Millen Home, Victoria Park, are respectfully invited to follow his remains to the place of interment, the Roman Catholic Cemetery, Karrakatta.  The Funeral is appointed to leave St. Mary’s Cathedral, Victoria-square, Perth, at 9.35 o’clock THIS (Monday) MORNING, per road.  Friends wishing to attend the Funeral may proceed by the 9.55 o’clock train leaving Perth.  A Requiem Mass will be celebrated in St. Mary’s Cathedral at 9 o’clock this (Monday) morning.


	BOWRA & O’DEA, Undertakers, 195 Pier-street, Perth.  Tel B4308.  Private B3376, B2938.





AUSTRALIAN WORKERS UNION


MANNION. – Members of the above Union are respectfully requested to attend the Funeral of their late member, Mr. Patrick Mannion, late of the Edward Millen Home, Victoria Park.  The Funeral is appointed to leave St. Mary’s Cathedral, Victoria-square, Perth, at 9.35 o’clock THIS (Monday) MORNING, per road.  Members desiring to attend the Funeral may proceed by the 9.55 o’clock train leaving Perth.  A Requiem Mass will be celebrated in St. Mary’s Cathedral at 9 o’clock this (Monday) morning.


A. WATTS, Secretary








