SAPPER THOMAS MANION
3637A – 1st Tunnelling Company
Thomas Manion was born on 17 July, 1883 in Launceston, Tasmania and registered at Franklin the son of Thomas and Mary Jane (nee Poulter) Manion.  The family resided at Beaconsfield, Tas.
In 1895 he met with an accident reported in the: 

He went to the Clermont district of Queensland and in 1915 was at Retro Street, Capella working as a labourer.
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 27 August, 1915 the single thirty-two-year-labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation describe him as 161cms (5ft 3½ins) tall, weighing 53.6kgs (118lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-87cms (32-34ins) and had a dark complexion with his grey eyes testing to very poor sight in one eye and good vision in the other and hair was dark brown.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination scars on his left arm and two on the right one.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Mr T. Manion of Beaconsfield, Tasmania.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken and signed the same day.
Basic training commenced with the Mining Corps from 27 August, 1915.

Discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
Bell’s Park 22/10/15 – Absent without leave from 12 p.m. 21/9/15 to





26/9/15



Award:

103 hours detention



Forfeiture:
5 day’s pay





Length of service 30 days.  Character: good

During his absence he went before the Police Court on 24 September which was reported in the:
Further discipline for the following was issued while at the Enoggera Camp:



Offence:
Bell’s Paddock 19/10/15 – Absent without leave from 12 p.m. 19/10/15 to





6 a.m. 26/10/15



Award:

150 hours detention



Forfeiture:
12 day’s pay





Length of service 61 days.  Character: bad



Offence:
Vidgen’s Paddock 5/11/15 – Absent without leave from 5/11/15 to





15/11/15 11 days



Award:

3 days confined to barracks



Forfeiture:
22 day’s pay





Length of service 4 months.  Character: only fair

He signed a form on 17 December, 1915 that after embarkation on his Expeditionary Service he requested that three shillings per day be paid to his mother Mrs Mary Jane Manion of Beaconsfield, Tas.  He signed a Statutory Declaration that he had maintained his mother for a period of twelve months.
The recruits were sent to Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales to join other volunteers in training for the Mining Corps.

While there the following occurred:



Offence:
Casula 22/12/15 – Absent without leave 5 days



Award:

3 days C.B.  Discharge recommended




General character: good



Offence:
Casula 13/1/16 – Absent without leave from 6 p.m. 5/1/16 to 5 p.m.




13/1/16



Award:

Fined £1. Discharge recommended.  All leave to be stopped pending






Discharge.





Length of service 3mths.  Character: bad.

On 14 January, 1916 the Adjutant, Mining Corps wrote to Headquarters, Casula, Liverpool as follows:
This man was transferred to O.C. Depot for Deserters, being A.W.L. since the 5th instant, but arrived back in camp before the transfer documents were accepted, and was returned to this Corps.  He was paraded before the C.O. of this Corps for being A.W.L., fined 20/- and recommended for discharge.  He had been found guilty of previous offences and is not likely to become an efficient soldier.  Attestation papers, Transfer Pay Certificate and Receipt for Kit, are sent you herewith, for your approval to discharge.  Sapper Mannion is being paraded before you under the escort of the N.C.O. with these papers.

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 15 January, 1916 as services no longer required.
About six weeks later at the recruiting depot in Dubbo, NSW on 29 February, 1916 the thirty-two-year-old labourer re-applied to enlist for active service abroad, stating no previous service and passed the medical examination.

Attestation forms describe him as 160cms (5ft 3ins) tall, weighing 53.6kgs (118lbs) with a chest expansion of 76-87cms (30-34ins) and a dark complexion with good vision in both brown eyes and dark brown hair.  Religion was Church of Rome.  Next-of-kin nominated was initially his father Thomas Manion of Beaconsfield, Tas and later changed to his mother of the same address.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.

After basic training he was transferred to the Miners’ Corps training camp at Seymour, Victoria on 10 May, 1916 and allotted to the 4th Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 3637.
The 81 Reinforcements embarked on the transport RMS Orontes on August 16, 1916 from Melbourne, Vic.  The mail ship sailed to Adelaide, S.A. then Fremantle, W.A departing on August 23, 1916. After leaving the stormy Australian coast the vessel docked at the African ports of Durban, Capetown and St Vincent.

Discipline was issued while at sea:



Offence:
RMS Orontes – at sea (1) absent without leave 6 hours



Award:

Forfeits 10 day’s pay



Forfeiture:
2 day’s pay 10/6 by Col. Powell

After fifty-two days at sea of generally fine and mild weather arrived at Plymouth, England on October 2, 1916.  They were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to No. 3 Details Camp. 

The Reinforcements proceeded oversea to France on 15 October, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples.

He was sent to the Segregation camp on 2 November, 1916.  While there the following was reported:



Offence:
While on active service – out of bounds contrary to E.A.D. R.O.432



Forfeits:
4 day’s pay and 4 days confined to billets



Offence:
A.G.B.D. While on active service – out of bounds Etaples



Forfeits:
4 day’s pay by C.O. 8/12/16

Sapper was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion on 11 December, 1916 which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

London Headquarters advised on 10 January, 1917 that his regimental number was now 3637A.

On 28 January, 1917 he was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company.

Was admitted to the 47th Divisional Rest Station suffering myalgia (muscular pain) and moved on 2 March to the 17 Casualty Clearing station.  
On 4 March entered to the 32nd Stationary Hospital at Wimereux with pyrexia (fever) then invalided to England from Boulogne the next day on the hospital ship St Denis with trench fever.  
Admittance to the Grayingwell War Hospital followed for treatment of trench fever (slight).
On 19 March, 1917 was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital until March 23 then discharged to furlough and report on 7 April to Perham Downs camp.

His name was among those listed in the Casualty List published in the:


On 7 July, 1917 was reclassified with C1 debility at Perham Downs and again on 25 July.  In trouble again the following discipline was issued:



Offence:
Verne 31/7/17 absent from Tattoo 31/7/17 to Tattoo 2/8/17



Award:

7 days C.B. by Lt Handasyde 4/8/17



Forfeits:
3 day’s pay under Royal Warrant
Sapper marched out to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

He embarked for discharge in Australia due to defective vision and pain in limbs on 27 September, 1917 on board H.T. Suevic.  Base Records would have advised his mother he was returning home.  

The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 18 November, 1917.  

News of their arrival was published in the:

The Tasmanian soldiers left for their state by ship.  
He was present at a welcome home social at Beaconsfield which was covered in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th Military District) on 29 December, 1917 as medically unfit.
He married at Fitzroy, Vic. on 18 May, 1918 to Emily May Renouf who was about 18 years old.

His medal document page is missing but would have been issued with the British War Medal and the Victory Medal for serving his country.

In 1922 he was a labourer at the Brown Coal Mine, Vic.

Base Records sent to the Repatriation Commission in Hobart, Tas on 8 February, 1921 a copy of his service records and noted that there was nothing in his Attestation Paper to show that he was suffering from defective vision at date of enlistment.  Overseas Medical History shows that eye trouble commenced about July, 1916 and that patient had not suffered there prior to that date.

 A year later Tom was back in Tasmania where the following event occurred and reported in the:


His wife filed for divorce on grounds of desertion as she had been living in the suburb of Northcote for many years without him, which was announced in the:


He was prospecting at “The Crescent,” Panton Hill, Vic in 1930.
Thomas Manion died about 27 December, 1931 aged 48 years.  News of his demise was published in the:


Burial took place in the Roman Catholic portion of Springvale Cemetery within compartment C, section 10 in grave no. 27 on December 29.  There is no headstone.
The Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on December 29, 1931.
A small Obituary was published in the:
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Leader (Melbourne) Saturday January 5, 1895:


TASMANIA


Thomas Manion in riding Colleen Dawn in the steeplechase at Beaconsfield, had a fall through his horse striking the fence.  He sustained a fracture of the thigh bone.





Daily Standard (Brisbane) Friday September 24, 1915:


IN THE POLICE COURT


The following cases came before Mr C.A.M. Morris, P.M. at the Central Police Court this morning:


For drunkenness, Thomas Manion (32, miner) fined 5s or 21 hours.			Article abridged





Zeehan and Dundas Herald (Tas) Thursday April 12, 1917:


ROLL OF HONOUR – TASMANIAN CASUALTIES – ILL


3637—Sapper T. Manion, Beaconsfield							Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Monday November 19, 1917: 


WOUNDED ARRIVE EARLY


The Contingent of 1073 returning wounded soldiers that were due to disembark at 10 o’clock this morning arrived yesterday, and the whole of the men were landed from the ship at midday.  The vessel arrived timely a day earlier than expected and the authorities decided that the men must be landed at 10 a.m.  The secretary of the Royal Automobile Club was notified just before midnight on Saturday and at an early hour on Monday morning had organised a “chain” system of notifying members. Considerable delay occurred, and disembarkation was not begun until a quarter to 1, but motorists waited patiently.  First hundred and seventy-six New South Wales and Queensland men were taken direct toe Caulfield Hospital and about [blurred] South Australians and Tasmanians to the St Kilda Road Rest House, while the Victorians were sent by special trains to Flinders Street.  The interstate men at Caulfield will leave by two special trains today and all motorist who can assist a requested by the Automobile Club to assemble at Caulfield Military Hospital at quarter past 11 a.m. sharp.   											             Article abridged 





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Monday December 3, 1917:


BEACONSFIELD


A welcome home social was given to Sapper Tom Manion and Private John Thomas, second son of Mrs John Kerrison, in the Al[blurred] Hall on Thursday night.  Musical items were rendered by Misses Casey, Mesdames Kerrison, Johnston, Fairley, Brown, Littlejohn, Thomas Lambert, K. Lambert, Masters W. Williams and C. Pevor and an address by [line cut off].  The chairman (Rev. Thomas Dickinson) presented the guests of the evening with a gold medal each.  Sapper Manion suitably responded and Mr P.J. Manion responded for Private Thomas.  The chairman returned a vote of thanks to the returned lads, the performers, and the ladies’ committee, who were responsible for the supper of the function.  The National Anthem concluded a successful evening. 





Advocate (Burnie) Monday October 8, 1923:


BURNIE


DRUNK AND DISORDERLY:


During the early hours of Saturday morning Constable Higgins had occasion to arrest an East Coast visitor named Thomas Manion for being drunk and disorderly in Marine Terrace.  Manion was brought before Mr W.H. Lane, J.P. on Saturday morning, pleaded guilty, and was fined 5/.  The same man was arrested yesterday morning on a charge of having no place of abode, and will make his appearance at the local Police Court this morning to answer the charge.





Argus (Melbourne) Thursday July 18, 1929:


DIVORCE COURT – DECREES GRANTED


Mr Justice [blurred] in the Law Court yesterday granted a decree nisi to each of the following petitions for divorce.


Emily May Manion, aged 29 years, of Christmas-street Northcote, from Thomas Manion, aged 42 years, of Melbourne, motor-driver, on the grounds of desertion.  The marriage took place on May 16, 1918, at Fitzroy.





Advocate (Burnie) Tuesday December 29, 1931:


CUT THROAT – TASMANIAN FOUND DEAD – TIRED OF BAD LUCK


MELBOURNE, Monday—Thomas Manion (48), formerly of Tasmania, who had been prospecting for gold, was found dead at the side of the road at Panton Hill at 11.30 a.m. yesterday with his throat cut.  A few yards away was a blood-stained razor.


Manion, who had been drawing sustenance, lived in a tent in the Panton Hill district.  In his tent was found a letter addressed to his mother, Beaconsfield, Tasmania.  He left a covering note asking that his mother should not be worried, and that the manner of his death should be broken gently to her.  He also said, “I am tired of my bad luck.  Don’t say I was insane.  Best of luck to the women of Panton Hill.”





Examiner (Launceston) Saturday January 2, 1932:


PROSPECTOR’S DEATH


News has been received of the sudden death at Panton Hill, Victoria of Mr Thomas Manion, aged 48, son of Mr and Mrs Thomas Manion, of Beaconsfield.  Deceased was a well-known prospector and miner.  For some time he was engaged at Storey’s Creek mine near Avoca, and was subsequently at the Magnet mine.  Then he followed osmiridium mining at the Nineteen-Mile of the West Coast, but ill-luck evidently dogged his efforts.  Some time ago he left for the mainland, and was engaged in prospecting for gold when he met his death.








