SAPPER PATRICK WILLIAM MAHER
4424 – No. 6 Tunnelling Company 
County Kilkenny was the birthplace of Patrick Maher who came to Townsville, North Queensland in 1866.  Gold mining drew him to Charters Towers, Qld and also became the proprietor of the Club House Hotel.  He married Mary Theresa Walsh and their son Patrick William Maher, known as William, was born on July 29, 1894.  Later that year the family went to Kalgoorlie, Western Australia and he managed the French owned Companies, ‘Pride of the Hills’ and ‘Slug Hill’ mines, near Trafalgar.  In Boulder City he opened a large grocery store and a sizeable lodging house before taking on the Kunanalling Hotel as proprietor.  For a number of years Patrick worked on the Golden Mile and around 1915 commenced mining a big gold and scheelite formation at Comet Vale.   His son William Maher worked to become head groom on the Trans Line and in 1916 was with the 84th Infantry but planned to leave after five years training and had been receipted on February 24, 1916 he had returned all his equipment and rifle to ‘B Company.’ 
At the Kalgoorlie Recruiting Depot on February 14, 1916 William applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was an unmarried twenty-one year old from Boulder City and stood 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall with a chest expansion of 82-88cms (32-34½ins).   His blue eyes tested to good vision and had a scar in his left groin.  He was accepted for service.  Forms of Attestation were completed and give further information he weighed 65.4kgs (144lbs) and had a fair complexion with brown hair.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  His mother Mrs Mary Theresa Maher of 17 North Terrace Street, Boulder City, W.A. was nominated as next of kin and he allotted three-fifths of his pay to support her.  The ‘Oath of Allegiance’ was signed and taken the same day.
He went to Blackboy Hill camp for training.  On March 29, 1916 a letter was written by the Commanding Officer of No. 6 Tunnelling Company to the recruiting officer at Blackboy Hill camp requesting Attestation Papers for Private Maher as he was to have joined at their camp the previous Monday and was sent to 54 Depot camp for dinner.  He apparently went to the Tunnelling Company camp after dinner and they had no paperwork on him or knew if he had been sworn in.  They would accept him and swear him in if papers were received and post him as of March 23, 1916 with their company.
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Four days later on March 27, 1916 he was assigned to the No. 6 Company in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 4424.  
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Early in May, 1916 the No 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld on board HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of
fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   
The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 
Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.
On August 28, 1916 the Company proceeded to France arriving at the 2nd Aust General Base Depot two days later.  Sapper Maher was admitted to the 18th General Hospital in Camiers on September 3 for treatment of a social disease.  Recovered he left for Etaples on September 27 and two days later arrived for Base Detail duty at the A.G.B.D. 
He was disciplined at Etaples on October 5, 1916 for the following:


Crime:

Hesitating to obey an order by a N.C.O. 4/10/16.


Award:

14 days F.P. No. 1 [Field Punishment] by O.C. 2nd A.G.B.D.
He marched out to the 1st Anzac Reinforcements Camp on October 12, 1916 and four days later joined the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.
On October 26, 1916 he was attached to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company but on November 4 was admitted to the 139th Field Ambulance and diagnosed with D.A.H. (T.B.) [disordered action of the heart] then sent to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station and conveyed on A.Train23 three days later for the 8th Stationary Hospital in Boulogne.
He was transferred to England on December 20, 1916 on the hospital ship St Denis entering Greylingwell War Hospital in Chichester diagnosed with V.D.H. [valvular disease of heart].  
Base Records advised his mother of the following by telegram:
On January 13, 1917 was discharged on furlough and report to No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs on January 29 with the disability classification of C1.  
He was admitted sick to the 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital at Bulford on February 1, 1917 for treatment of a social disease and after 49 days curative care discharged to No.1 C.D. at Perham Downs on March 21 still marked as C1 disability.
On April 18, 1917 he marched out to Headquarters at Tidworth and attached for duty as a Private with the Provost Corps in London until July 18 when he was detached and marched out to Tidworth.  On August 8 he went to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth and detached from Provost Corps duty that day.
Next-of-kin changed from his mother to his wife Mrs Alberta L. Maher of 23 Brightwell Crescent, Looting, London.  
On August 27, 1917 he embarked from London for the voyage to Australia on the New Zealand H.T. 82 Pakeha for discharge as medically unfit due to Valvular Heart Disease.  His mother was advised by Base Records on September 12, 1917 of his impending return.  Disembarkation was at Fremantle, W.A. (5th Military District) on October 14, 1917.  
He went to the 8th Aust General Hospital on October 17, 1917 for a medical board assessment and released the following day.
Military Discharge due to medical unfitness was issued in Perth, W.A. (5th M.D.) on November 2, 1917.  He was granted a pension at the rate of $3 (60 shillings) per fortnight as from November 3, 1917 to be forwarded to his address at Kunanalling, W.A.
On November 5, 1917 Mrs I. Geart wrote to Base Records from ‘Helford’, East Maryborough, Victoria inquiring of the fate of Sapper Maher as she had written to his address at 51 Warwick Square, London last May but could not get a reply.  
Base Records replied on November 13, 1917 advising her that he had returned to Australia on October 14, 1917 and letters addressed to him care of the Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers, Perth, W.A. would be readdressed to him.
In 1919 his address was Parkeston Street, Brown Hill, W.A. and his occupation was groom.  
The British War Medal (15703) and the Victory Medal (15324) were issued to Sapper 4424 Patrick William Maher, 6th Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
By 1925 he was living at the Kurrawang Hotel, Kurrawang working as a sawmiller.
A Statement of Service was sent to the Repatriation Commission in Perth, W.A. on March 28, 1927.
His father died in 1933 and was buried in Comet Vale cemetery.
Between 1936 and 1937 his address was 10 Maritana Street, Kalgoorlie and from 1943 to 1949 was registered as a prospector at Comet Vale, W.A.  In 1954 his residence was 207 Hay Street, Kalgoorlie and a labourer.
Patrick William Maher died about 14 January, 1966 aged 72 years and his death was registered at East Coolgardie, W.A.  Interment took place the following day in the Kalgoorlie Cemetery, W.A.  Religion was given as Roman Catholic. 
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The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY


PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less that that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No.6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





Claremont, marching through the city.





RL								MRS M.T. MAHER


								27 NORTH TERRACE STREET,


								BOULDER CITY, W.A.


	


REGRET REPORTED SON PRIVATE PATRICK W. MAHER ADMITTED 21st DECEMBER


GREYLINGWELL WAR HOSPITAL ENGLAND VALVULAR DISEASE HEART MILD


WILL PROMPTLY ADVISE IF ANYTHING FURTHER RECEIVED.





						BASE RECORDS


						      9/1/17








