SAPPER CHARLES AUGUST MAGNUSSON
6768 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Gothenburg is on the west coast of south western Sweden and during the 19th century fishing was the most important industry and the city flourished due to its foreign trading expeditions to China.  Charles August Magnusson was born in Gothenburg, Sweden about 1873.  He stated serving two years in the Swedish Navy and 2 years with Swedish Army.
There is a C.A. Magnusson listed in the Register of Discharged Seaman arriving on the Barque Pelgrave under Captain R. Coutts, after coming to work on board on 30 July, 1907 as a bosun’s mate.  He was born in Sweden and arrived on 24 April, 1908 being paid in full with a report his character was very good, conduct, very good and qualifications, very good.
Eighteen months later he was a witness to a railway accident which went before the Civil Court in Adelaide, South Australia with proceedings reported in the:

At the recruiting depot in Adelaide (4th Military District) on 11 September, 1916 the single forty-three-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation were completed and describe him as 174cms (5ft 8½ins) tall, weighing 67kgs (148lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-98cms (36-38½ins) having a fresh complexion, with his blue eyes testing to fair sight in the right eye and poor vision in the left and light brown hair.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination marks on his left arm, tattoos on his fore and upper arms and chest and an old fracture of left tibia which caused no disability.  Religion was Lutheran.  In lieu of parents he nominated Mr Charles Nelson of Dale Street, Port Adelaide as next-of-kin.  The recruiting officer declared that his naturalization papers were correct before he signed and took the Oath of Allegiance on 14 September, 1916.
Acknowledgement to the new recruits was published in the:

Basic training commenced on 14 September with A Company, 2nd Depot Battalion at the Exhibition showgrounds until 10 October, 1916 when moved to the 7th Reinforcements to the 50th Battalion at Mitcham camp.  This changed and was allotted to the Base Miners for training until 22 November when transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria and after further instruction joined the January, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6768.
The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.  The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  The next port of call was Cape Town on February 20 arriving at 8 a.m. where two days later the men were granted Day Leave ashore until 11 p.m. on the 22nd before departing at 5 p.m. on February 24.  The sights of Sierra Leone were seen closely on March 9, 1917 as the vessel docked at 8 a.m. and after refuelling left at 7 a.m. on March 12, 1917.  The voyage concluded at Devonport on March 27, 1917 and the troops disembarked at Plymouth after 74 days at sea.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth and marched into the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 14 April, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.   Left on 21 April for the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On 6 May, 1917 was admitted to the 8th Aust Field Ambulance at the 4th Divisional Rest Station with a sprained left ankle then moved to the 35th Field Ambulance and re-joined the Entrenching Battalion on 13 May.

Sapper went sick to the 5th Aust Field Ambulance suffering P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) and sent to the 7th Aust Field Ambulance then discharged to duty on July 26 re-joining the Entrenching Battalion on August 11.
Sick again on 9 October, 1917 to the 3rd Aust Field Ambulance with P.U.O. then moved to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station and transferred the next day to the 18th General Hospital with trench fever.  On 18 October was invalided to England on the hospital ship Pieter de Connick being admitted to the Red Cross Hospital, Tarporley affiliated with the 1st Western General Hospital a day later.  
Base Records regretted to advise his friend on 16 November, 1917 that he had been reported admitted to the Red Cross Hospital, Bunbury on 19/10/17 suffering from trench fever.  His address for correspondence was also included.

On 24 November was transferred to the Chester War Hospital remaining a patient until sent to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on 20 December with Rheumatism.  Was discharged to furlough on December 31 and report to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott on 14 January, 1918.
He appeared before the Medical Board at Hurdcott on 29 January, 1918 and his Statement of Case reads:




Disability:
Chronic myalgia



Origin of disability:
14/11/17



Place of disability:
France



Essential facts:
Was evacuated with trench fever on adm. Date.  Has bad pains in






legs and knees and shoulders in service


Causation:

Active service – climate & exposure


Present condition:
Age 45.  Has pains in knees today.  Has bad pains in shoulders &






back & arms.  Heart clear



Recommendation:
Change to Australia.  Ci debility



Date:


1/2/18



Caused by:

Climate & Exposure



Disability permanent:
Yes



Labour capacity:
¼ %



Recommendation:
Permanently unfit for general service and fit for home service




Approved:
4/3/18

Reported as ordered to Hurdcott and marched out to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 14 February, 1918.

Sapper Magnusson embarked from Plymouth, England for discharge in Australia due to chronic myalgia (muscular pain) on 12 March, 1918 on the transport Kenilworth Castle.  His berth for the voyage was a light hammock.  The troops were transhipped at Durban, South Africa on 23 April to the transport S.S. Field Marshall for the remainder of the voyage.  Base Records advised his friend on 6 May, 1918 he was returning home.
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 22 May, 1918 and the soldiers for South Australia were entrained to Adelaide (4th Military District).  News of their arrival was reported but Sapper Magnusson did not arrive:
 
Sapper was transferred and on 23 May, 1918 to the 7th Aust General Hospital, Keswick for further treatment of chronic myalgia remaining a patient there until 28 June appearing before the Medical Board.  Notes recorded on 25 June were:
Pains gone – tests all normal – no physical signs of disease or disability.  Heart no bruit (sounds heard when produced by an artery) – Lungs √


Incapacity ¼ % for 6 months.
Notes by the Board:

Still some debility.  Incapacity ¼ % for six months.  Discharge medically unfit.

Was discharged from hospital on 28 June, 1918 to the Staff Office for Invalid and Returned Soldiers.

Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 12 July, 1918 as medically unfit.

The 4th Military District sent his medical board proceedings, service and dental records to Base Records on 18 July, 1918 advising of his discharge on July 12 after serving 1 year and 302 days of which 1 year and 136 days had been served abroad.
His Will was returned to the 4th Military District on 15 May, 1919.

For serving his country Sapper 6768, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (19305) and the Victory Medal (18978).
He was a witness at the Port Adelaide Police Court with proceedings reported in the:

Charles August Magnusson died on 4 November, 1934 at his home by suicide.  Age given as 52 years but was closer to 61 years of age.  News of his demise was published in the:

Funeral arrangements were published in the:

Interment took place in Section BX Drive A of Cheltenham Cemetery within Path 10 in site no. 336.
The following was also published in the:

The 4th Military District forwarded to Base Records on 22 July, 1935 under separate cover war medals and returned serviceman’s badges belonging to the ex-soldier who died on 4 November, 1934 with no next-of-kin and had been received from the Public Trustee, Adelaide.
Base Records replied on 24 July, 1935 acknowledging receipt of the registered packet from them containing the medals and badges.
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Evening Journal (Adelaide) Tuesday August 24, 1909:


TERRIBLE RAILWAY ACCIDENT


Before His Honor, Mr Justice Gordon and a jury, at the Civil Court, on Tuesday, Andrew Marens Ibsen, formerly a sailmaker, but now an inmate of the Destitute Asylum, sued the South Australian Railways Commissioner for £2000 damages.  The claim set out that on November 9, 1908, between 11 and 12 o’clock at night, the plaintiff was walking along a footpath between Port Adelaide and Glenville, and at a point where the railway line intersected the footpath a train coming from Port Adelaide was negligently and suddenly and without warning driven at a rapid and dangerous pace across the footpath.  No lookout being kept, the train knocked the plaintiff over, cut off his right let and his left foot and cut his head.


Mr Nesbitt put in an affidavit by a sailor C.A. Magnusson, who said on November 9 he went with plaintiff for a walk along the wharfs at Port Adelaide.  Where the line ran off the road the train touched him.  He got hold of plaintiff, who had been touched by the train, but was too late, for it carried him along and the wheel passed over his legs.  At the time of the accident both men were sober.  There was nothing to obstruct the view, and if witness had looked back, he could have seen the train.


Plaintiff, who described himself as a sailmaker, 39 years of age, gave evidence while seated in a wheelchair in the body of the Court.  He had been employed as a sailmaker on the ketch Bronzewing, and on the morning of the accident worked on her with Magnusson and Hanson till 11 a.m.  Witness received 5/ and also had 2/ in small change on him.  After dinner the three walked to the Semaphore and back.  After tea Magnusson and witness walked about in Port Adelaide till 10 p.m.  Witness subsequently tried to sleep on the ketch, but as he was unable to do so the said again went for a walk.  Going towards Glenville they were talking as they crossed the bridge.  Witness was about to step in front of Magnusson and felt the latter’s hand on his shoulder.  He remembered nothing more till a gentlemen offered him a drink of some spirit.  He was then taken to the Port Seanalty Hospital.  He had lost his right leg 1½ ins below the knee, and the left foot, his head had been split open and there were also injuries to a hand and side.  A policeman later handed him his clothing and a little over 4/, which had been found in his pockets.  At the Semaphore he spent something at the cheapjack’s stall.  He was in the Adelaide Hospital ten weeks, the Convalescent Home nine weeks, and had since been in the Destitute Asylum.										Article abridged





Express and Telegraph (Adelaide) Friday September 15, 1916:


GONE INTO CAMP


The following men went into camp on Wednesday—C.A. Magnusson,			Article abridged





Daily Herald (Adelaide) Saturday May 25, 1918:


HOME AGAIN – ENTHUSIASTIC WELCOME TO SOLDIERS


On Thursday 185 invalided soldiers from the front returned to Adelaide, and were welcomed by a large number of friends and relatives.  The returning men were those mentioned in list “L” and “J”.  They were brought from Melbourne by two trains, the first of which arrived a few minutes before nine, and the second, which carried a number of cot cases, about half-past 10.


The following did not arrive:


LIST “L”


6768, Sapper C.A. Magnusson, 7th Tunnelling Company.					Article abridged





Advertiser (Adelaide) Friday April 2, 1926:


UNLAWFUL SALE OF LIQUOR


Before Mr G.H. Halcombe, S.M. at the Port Adelaide Police Court on Thursday, Carl Albert Spochr, of Commercial-road, Port Adelaide, being charged that, on February 26, at Port Adelaide, being the holder of a license, he unlawfully sold liquor on premises other than those specified in his license, namely, a yard, situated at Carlton-road, during prohibited hours.  He pleaded not guilty and conducted his own defence.  Inspector J.C. Noblet prosecuted.


Charles August Magnusson, of Port Adelaide, said on the night of February 26, he left the premises with Mr Spochr and his family, about a quarter to 8.  They left him at the ferry steps and onto the Sugar Company’s fire.  Later he went down to the fire.  He returned home shortly after 9 o’clock.  In reply to Inspector Noblet, witness said he fixed the date on account of the heavy rain.  It was the first night of the Sugar Works fire.


The S.M. said the defendant probably went to the fire on the Wednesday and as well as the Friday.  He thought defendant had shifted the events forward two days, which fact the evidence of his first witness supported.  A fine of £10 with £1 costs, in default 14 day’s imprisonment was ordered.


Defendant was further charged with a similar offence at 8.35 p.m. on February 27.  He pleaded guilty.  The S.M. found this charge proved also, and defendant was fined a further £10, with £1 costs, in default 14 days’ imprisonment.





Advertiser (Adelaide) Monday November 5, 1934:


MAN FOUND HANGED


Shortly after 6 p.m. yesterday, Charles August Magnusson, an elderly laborer, of Jane-street, Port Adelaide, was found hanging in an outhouse at the rear of his home by Robert William Smith, of Birkenhead.  The body was removed to the Morgue.  Detective P.J. Donnellan is preparing a report for the Coroner, (Mr Blackburn).





Advertiser (Adelaide) Tuesday November 6, 1934:


FUNERAL NOTICES


MAGNUSSON—THE FRIENDS of the late Mr CHARLES AUGUST MAGNUSSON, late A.I.F., are respectfully informed that his Funeral will leave the residence of Mr O. Thyberg, 77 Dale Street, Port Adelaide, on TUESDAY, at 4 p.m., for the Cheltenham Cemetery.


SIDNEY HARRISON, Undertaker





Advertiser (Adelaide) Tuesday November 6, 1934:


NO INQUEST


The City Coroner (Mr Blackburn) decided yesterday into the death of Charles August Magnusson who was found hanging in an outhouse at his home in Jane-street, Port Adelaide, on Sunday night, was unnecessary











