SAPPER ERNEST EDWIN LYNCH
6823 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
When Ernest Edwin Lynch and his twin brother Frederick were born in 1875 in Melbourne, Victoria, their father, Terence Francis Joseph Lynch, was 37, and their mother, Mary Ann (nee Barrett), was 31.
At Burbanks, Coolgardie, Western Australia, on 7 February 1900 he married 19-year-old Elizabeth Stewart, named as the daughter of George and Annie (nee Huntley) Stewart.  His parents are recorded as John Lynch, Army Officer, and Mary Callander.  
In August 1904 in the district of Mt Margaret, Western Australia, he applied for am ‘Eatinghouse License’ for his premises at Lot 80, Tower Street, Lenora.  In November 1905 in the same district he applied for a ‘Colonial Wine License’ for his premises at Lot 80, Tower Street, Lenora.

The Electoral Roll for 1906 records Ernest Edwin Lynch, Restaurateur, Living at Leonora, WA, with Elizabeth performing home duties.
In the 1916 Roll, Ernest is a Miner living at Collieburn, WA, with Elizabeth and in 1917 he is a Mill hand at John Street, Fremantle, with Elizabeth.
Ernest Edwin Lynch signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ and took the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 11 September 1916 at Fremantle, Western Australia.  He stated he had been born at South Melbourne, Victoria and was 39 years and one month of age and named as Next-of-Kin his wife, Elizabeth Lynch of John Street, Fremantle.  A medical examination the same day recorded that he was 5ft 4ins tall and weighed 154lbs.  He had a fresh complexion, blue eyes and fair hair.  He was of the Church of England faith.
Training began as a Private soldier at 85 Depot on 26 September.  On 28 October he was transferred to the Mining Reinforcements with the rank of Sapper and within a month he was transferred to the Miners Reinforcements at Seymour, Victoria.

On 11 January 1917 at Seymour he was officially appointed to the Tunnelling Companies and embarked at Melbourne for the Western Front on 17 January 1917.
The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.  The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  The next port of call was Cape Town on February 20 arriving at 8 a.m. where two days later the men were granted Day Leave ashore until 11 p.m. on the 22nd before departing at 5 p.m. on February 24.  The sights of Sierra Leone were seen closely on March 9, 1917 as the vessel docked at 8 a.m. and after refuelling left at 7 a.m. on March 12, 1917.  The voyage concluded at Devonport on March 27, 1917 and the troops disembarked at Plymouth after 74 days at sea.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth and marched into the Drafting Depot at Perham Down’s camp the same day.

He proceeded overseas to France on 14 April 1917 and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) on 15 April.  On 21 April he was transferred to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot.  Formed at La Motte, France on June 6, 1916 with Captain N. Macrae being seconded from the Mining Corps as Adjutant and Quartermaster, the Battalion had an initial strength of 21 Officers and 1003 Other Ranks, mainly Infantry.  The Battalion organised works near the lines and through duties would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  For a time, all infantry reinforcements were drawn from this unit.  Heavy losses at Pozieres in July through September 1916 caused all infantry to be directly absorbed into their fighting units.
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The Battalion continued to be a transit unit for tunnelling reinforcements and in October 1916 there were 9 officers and 203 men in the Battalion which now served as a tunnelling company, working with the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company at St Eloi, The Bluff and the Ravine (near Ypres).  On 5 November 1917 the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion was abolished.

On 5 November 1917 Ernest reported sick and was admitted to the 5th Australian Divisional Rest Station with papillomata (papilloma is a benign (non-cancerous) tumor arising from an epithelial surface and usually known to grow in an outward direction) re-joining the Battalion on 3 December.
He was attached to the 3rd Pioneer Battalion on 5 December 1917 and from there he marched out to the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC) where he was taken on strength on 10 March 1918. 

Reported sick on 25 June 1918 and was admitted to the 34th Field Ambulance P.U.O (pyrexia unknown origin – fever).  He was transferred the same day to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station and transported the following day by Ambulance Train 3 to the 4th General Hospital where he was admitted on 27 June.

On 5 July he was discharged to duty and re-joined 3ATC in the Field on 6 July 1918.
He was granted leave from 16 December to 30 December 1918 and again re-joined his unit on 2 January 1919.
Sapper Lynch marched out of his unit for demobilisation on 10 March 1919 and marched in to the Australian Infantry Base Depot (AIBD) at Havre before marching out to England on 17 March.  He marched in to the 2nd Training Brigade on 18 March.

Ernest left London on 1 June 1919 on board Somali for return to Australia.
Ernest was a member of 3ATC from March 1918 until his return to Australia in July 1918.  3ATC first saw action at Boars Head in the lead up to the Fromelles diversion ‘stunt’ of 19 July 1916.  The Company was allocated to the First Army and was engaged variously at Laventie-Fauquissart, Givenchy, Loos, Lens, Double Crassiers and Vermelles and other places on the Western Front.

On 27 November 1916 at the ‘Black Watch Sap’, Hill 70, an enemy camouflet (or a premature explosion, depending on different accounts) killed 20 members of the company.  The next day 2 more members were killed in the same area by an enemy camouflet.  The 22 members of 3ATC were buried in 14 adjacent graves at the Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension.

The Companies major effort was at Hill 70 where they constructed the extensive Hythe Tunnel system.  The company was also heavily involved in road and bridge construction and the locating and clearing of enemy mines and booby traps.  This continued for the company for some months after the Armistice.  

Disembarking at Fremantle on 8 July, he was discharged from the A.I.F. at Fremantle on 11 September 1919, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
On 17 July 1931 his medical and service records were provided to the Department of Repatriation, Perth.

The Electoral Roll for 1925 records Ernest Edwin Lynch, Farmer, at Belmont Avenue, Belmont, WA., with Elizabeth.  Ernest continues to be recorded at Belmont Avenue thru 1937.
In 1931 Elizabeth Lynch is recorded living at 31 Cambridge Street, Fremantle with Jean Sylvie Lynch

In 1943 Ernest is retired living at 107 Caledonian Avenue, East Perth.
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Elizabeth Lynch died on 29 June 1945 at St John of God Hospital, Kalgoorlie, East Coolgardie, Western Australia.  Her parents are recorded as John Paris Stewart and Annie Huntley.
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He was afforded a war grave in Karrakatta Cemetery. 
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The West Australian, Perth – Tuesday 8 June 1943:


DEATHS


LYNCH.--On June 7. 1943, at Perth, Ernest Edwin, of 107 Caledonlan-avenue, Maylands, dearly beloved husband of Elizabeth and loving father of Albert (Rev Father A. E. Lynch), Jean (Mrs C. Bartley), Raymond (AlF) and Sidney (RAAF); aged 67 years.


Requiescat In pace.





LYNCH (Ernest Edwin).--ln loving memory of Dad, who passed away, suddenly.


Inserted by his loving son Sydney and daughter-in-law Edythe and grandchildren, Gregory and Adrian.


Requiescat in pace.





LYNCH (Ernest Edwin). - Loving memories of our dear friend, Ernie.  Inserted by Mr and Mrs Charles Straw.


At rest.





The West Australian, Perth – Saturday 30 June 1945:


DEATHS


At Rest


LYNCH-On June 29. 1945, at St John of God Hospital, Kalgoorlie, Elizabeth Lynch, of Perth, relict of the late Ernest Lynch; loving mother of Albert (Father Lynch), Jean (Mrs J. Bartley), Raymond and Sidney; fond mother-in-law of Charles Bartley, Ruby Lynch and Edythe Lynch. "


Requiescat in pace


LYNCH.-On June 29, 1945, at St John of God Hospital. Kalgoorlie, Elizabeth Lynch, of Perth, dearly loved mother of Albert (Father Lynch).


Requiescat in pace.


LYNCH.-On June 29. 1945, at St John of God Hospital. Kalgoorlie, Elizabeth Lynch, loving mother of Raymond and Ruby and dearly loved grandmother of Sydney, Roy, Ronald, Rae, Sylvia, Gerald and Patricia.


Requiescat in pace.


LYNCH.-On June 29, 1945, at St John of God Hospital. Kalgoorlie. Elizabeth Lynch, of Perth, dearly loved mother of Jean and Charlie Bartley and fond grandmother of Kevin. Peter and Irene.


Requiescat In pace.


LYNCH.-On June 29, 1945, at St John of God Hospital Kalgoorlie. Elizabeth Lynch, of Perth, dearly loved mother of Sidney and Edythe Lynch and loving grandmother of Gregory and Adrian.








