SAPPER JOSEPH LUCOCK

3631 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Joseph was born Great Broughton, Workington, Cumberland, England.  He underwent a medical examination on 18 January 1916 at the Town Hall Recruiting Depot, Sydney and was found to be fit for active service.

At the age of 23 years and 3 months he completed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 31 January 1916 at Casula, New South Wales.  He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on the same day.  Joseph admitted that he had previously been refused enlistment due to defective eyesight.  He was 5ft 6½ins tall, weighed 126lbs, had a fresh complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.

A single Miner of Balgownie, New South Wales he named as his Next of Kin his father, William Lucock of Farrell Street, Balgownie.

Joseph was appointed to the Headquarters, No.4 Tunnelling Company, 1st Reinforcements and embarked for the European war from Sydney on 22 May 1916 on board HMAT A69 Warilda.  

There were 1,111 Miners Reinforcements of the 4th, 5th and 6th Tunnelling Companies on board Warilda as she voyaged via Melbourne, Fremantle, Durban and Capetown in South Africa and St Vincent in Portugal before they disembarked at Plymouth England 18 July.  The Tunnellers entrained the next day for Tidworth and marched into the Perham Downs camp on 19 July 1916 for further training before facing the Western Front.

Joseph proceeded overseas to France on 29 August 1916 and marched in to the 2nd Australian Divisional Base Depot on 30 August.  He was attached to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company where he was taken on strength of the on 30 September 1916

He was wounded in action on 28 October 1916 and was admitted to 3 Casualty Clearing Station with shell wounds to the right leg.  He was transferred to the 12th C.C.S. at Hazebrouck on 29 October and after treatment and recovery he returned to duty on 12 November 1916. 

Joseph reported sick on 16 January 1917 (pyrexia = high temperature) and after receiving treatment at the 4th London Field Ambulance, again rejoined his unit on 25 January.

He was again wounded in action on 20 November 1917, suffering the effects of poisonous gas, and after initial treatment spent time at the 1st Convalescent Depot and 3rd Rest Camp before marching in to the Australian General Base Depot on 20 February 1918 and rejoining his unit on 14 April.

Joseph reported sick 22 July and did not rejoin his unit until 5 August 1918.  He enjoyed some leave from 15 August, but overstayed by 48 hours and was awarded 7 days Field Punishment No. 2 when he got back to his unit on 3 September 

Leaving France toward the end of February 1919, he returned to Australia for demobilisation, departing London on 20 April 1919 on board the Boonah and disembarking in Sydney on 11 June 1919.
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Joseph Lucock was discharged from the Australian Imperial Force on 26 July 1919 in the 2nd Military District (New South Wales).  He was entitled to wear the British War Medal (46442) and the Victory Medal (45368).

In 1920 Joseph married Henrietta G Oxman at Wollongong, New South Wales.  The Service documents of Joseph Lucock were forwarded to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney, in November 1953. 


      [Joe’s medals are held by the Balgownie Heritage School Museum]
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John Henry Oxman died in 1922. 


Herbert Murray died in 1956.


Joseph Lucock died in 1960. 


Thomas Potter died in 1968.


George Oxman died in 1970.





George Oxman’s diary was donated to the Australian War Memorial by the family. (Collection ID: PR00712)


 �





Five Australian Tunnellers shared pre- and post-war connections: (service number/Company number in brackets)





George Oxman (5798/3ATC) married Ethel M Shipp in 1906 – the sister of Sarah Shipp


John  Henry Oxman (5799/3ATC) married Grace McDonald in 1911


Maud Oxman married Herbert Hercules Murray (5790/3ATC) in 1914


Henrietta G Oxman married Joseph Lucock (3631/1ATC) in 1920


Thomas Edward Potter (5806/3ATC) married Sarah E. Shipp in 1922 – the sister of Ethel Shipp





George & John Oxman, Tom Potter and Herbert Murray all embarked on Ulysses on 25 October 1916.





John Oxman, Tom Potter and Herbert Murray all returned to Australia on Borda on 28 June 1919.  George was on Zealandia which left London on the same day as Borda and arrived in Sydney on 1 July 1919.





One can only imagine the reminisces at family gatherings.  All have descendants still living in Wollongong.





After the war George Oxman and Joseph Lucock returned to the mines.  Herbert Murray had a saw mill and timber business. 














Left to Right:


Joseph Lucock, George Oxman (sitting), John Henry (Harry) Oxman, Herbert Hercules (Bert) Murray (standing at rear)


Photos courtesy Peter Oxman, NSW, grandson of George Oxman














L-R: William Hayman, Thomas Potter, George Oxman,


Front: unknown, John Henry Oxman, Bert Murray, unknown			    Seymour Camp 1916


Photo courtesy Balgownie Heritage School Museum
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