SAPPER ERNEST LOVETT

170 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Albany, Western Australia was the birthplace of Ernest Lovett about 1886.  

At the Recruiting Depot in Rockhampton, Qld on September 13, 1915 the twenty-nine year old Labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination personal particulars were taken which show his height was 169cms (5ft 6¾ins) and weight of 65.4kgs (144lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-95cms (34-37½ins).  Complexion was fresh with greyish eyes and brown hair.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Miss Ethel Lovett of Albany, W.A.  He was sworn in the same day.

The Mining Corps was in its establishment phase when Ernest arrived at their training camp at Casula, near Liverpool, NSW.  He was assigned to the No. 1 Company, Mining Corps with the regimental number 170 in the rank of Sapper.  

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On July 6, 1916 he was sent to the 138th Field Ambulance to be treated for Scabies and rejoined his section on July 10.

Service continued without incident and he was transferred on December 24, 1916 to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field.

He was sent to the 50th Field Ambulance on July 29, 1917 suffering from Myalgia (muscular pain) and moved to the 48th Field Ambulance on August 4 then to the 37th Divisional Rest Station before rejoin his unit on August 6, 1917.

He was a witness to the deaths of Sappers Spence, Skillen & Armstrong about October 1, 1917.
On December 26, 1917 he was accidentally injured suffering a contused back and sent to the 2nd N.Z. Field Ambulance then transferred to the 2nd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.  An inquiry was sought by the Controller of Mines, 4th Army.

Entered on December 30, 1917 the 8th Stationary Hospital in Boulogne he progressed to the 1st Convalescent Depot at Wimereux.  After several days left ‘fit’ on January 2, 1918 and returned three days later to the Aust Infantry Base Depot in Rouelles and rejoined his unit on January 13, 1918.  

For twelve months service he received Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform.

On February 12 he proceeded on leave and returned on February 25, 1918.

He was wounded by a gas shell attack on March 13, 1918.  The Unit Diary for the 1st Tunnelling Company gave the following report:

The Officer on duty sent his report to the Commanding Officer No. 2 section, 1st Tunnelling Company on the incident later that day: 


He was taken to the 8th Field Ambulance that day and on March 20 transferred to the 11th C.C.S. for three days then conveyed on A.T.24 to Wimereux entering the 2nd Aust General Hospital with Gas Shell Poisoning.  On April 4, 1918 he was invalided to England on the hospital ship Newhaven and admitted to the County of Middlesex War Hospital, Napsbury – gassed, slight.  

His Medical Chart while in hospital states:



Acute catarrhal conjunctivitis, rales and rhonchi (wheezing) at the bases, temperature was



ranging to 100 degrees, severe purulent sputum.

Later:

Has much improved bases, now clear and no rise of temperature.  Transfer to 1st A.A.H.

Next-of-kin was advised by Base Records on April 3 and April 19, 1918 that her brother had been wounded with the effects of gas and admitted to hospital but the letters were returned ‘not known by letter carrier’.

After 61 days treatment on June 3, 1918 was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Harefield where two days later was discharged to furlough until June 19.  Marched in from London to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny and was noted he had pain in his side and was classed B1a3 disability.  

At Sutton Veny on July 1 he was examined for glasses but found they were not required.  Fit for category “A”.

He was moved to the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill and on July 13 he was noted to be practically fit.

While there the following was dealt with:





A.W.L. from 0001 26/7/18 until 10.45 1/8/18



Award:

Forfeits 14 days pay by Major Devonshire 5/8/18


Total Forfeiture:
21 days pay.

Sapper proceeded overseas from Southampton to France on August 10, 1918 arriving at the A.G.B.D. in Rouelles the next day and rejoined his unit four days later.

Not long after he was sent to the 92nd Field Ambulance on August 25 suffering from Diarrhoea and transferred two days on to the 2nd Canadian General Hospital.  On September 1 he went to the Aust Corps Depot in Havre and discharged to the A.G.B.D. “A” on September 12, 1918.  Rejoined his unit six days later.

On October 2, 1918 he went sick to the 55th C.C.S. with a Social Disease then to the 37th C.C.S. on October 7 and transported on A.T.23 to Havre.  He entered the 39th General Hospital and remained for 59 days and while a patient Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with the repairing of roads and bridges in their area. 

Discharged on November 29, 1918 to the A.G.B.D. in Rouelles he left on December 31, 1918 to return to his unit arriving there on January 6, 1919.

The Company was recalled to Base on February 12, 1919 to prepare for their return to England and departed on February 24 crossing the English Channel and marched in to the No. 3 Group camp at Parkhouse the next day.

A final medical check-up before embarkation was given on February 27.  A Kit Inspection took place at Parkhouse the same day and issued with these items:


Toothbrush, Singlet and Towel.

Unserviceable items were withdrawn and replaced:


Boots, Braces, Khaki Hat and Putties.

On March 20, 1919 he left for the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery at Heytesbury.  Another Kit Inspection took place in preparation for departure:


Breeches replaced and issued with a suit of khaki drill.

His name appeared in The West Australian on Tuesday April 16, 1918:

Sapper Lovett embarked on H.T. Boonah on April 20, 1919 for the voyage home to Australia.  The ship docked on June 8, 1919 in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) and was transhipped to the Sardinia and arrived in Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.) on June 11, 1919.

At the 6th Aust General Hospital, Kangaroo Point, Brisbane on June 11 he was assessed for medical fitness.  His Statement of Case reads:



Gassed March, 1918 in France



Complains of shortness of breath, pain in chest on exertion.



Cause (a) Military service (b) Aggravated by Military Service.

On June 13 he was assessed as ‘Dentally Fit’.

The Queenslander on Saturday June 14, 1919 published the names of the returning soldiers:

It had been recommended he appear before a Medical Board for further Assessment and this took place on June 26, 1919.  Two notations on his case were:



Improvement: 100% in 6 months



Labour market:  20%.

The District Headquarters in Perth replied to a memo of May 24 requesting the latest address of his next-of-kin on June 24, 1919.  The officer reported that they had repeatedly advertised for her without result.

Military discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on July 29, 1919 on the termination of his period of enlistment.

For serving his country Sapper 170 Ernest Lovett, 1st Tunnelling Company received the British War Medal (12168) and the Victory Medal (12009).

His original Discharge Certificate was returned to his file with no comments noted of when it was filed.
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Dranoutre


March 1918


13th	Gas shells round Kit Kat during night of 12/13, shift come down this morning & a considerable number have to be evacuated including Lt Bates.  





Monmouthshire Camp


								  13th March, 1918.





With respect to the gassing of men of Nos 1 & 2 Sections at Kit Kat Dugouts last night I beg to report as follows:  At about 5.30 p.m. several shells, which failed to explode fell about 100 yards s.w. of the Dugouts, a small cloud of white smoke or vapour proceeded from them and they may have been gas shells, though no sign of gas as noted.  


Shortly before 6 p.m. the enemy started shelling the Dugouts and dump with, I should judge 6 in H.E. Shells, this lasted until 7.15 p.m., shells falling at intervals of three to seven minutes. Subsequently a few shells fell in the vicinity at long intervals.





At 1 a.m. the next morning I was in “B” Gallery and it was reported to me that gas shells were falling near the Dugout.  I immediately got all hands to get their gas helmets and to wear them at the alert.  One shell went through a corner of the kitchen and a number of others fell close by these evidently being small explosive gas shells, making a crater of about three feet in diameter.  At the stairway used as entrance in the adjoining gallery there was a slight mustard smell which did not affect the eyes or nose in any way.  I went to bed at 3.30 a.m. and was called at 5.30 a.m.  The first complaint I heard of any ill effects was from Sappers Lawson & Hickey, cooks at 6 a.m., who complained of sickness and pains in the eyes.  I at [once] went, sent them to Westhoek Dressing Station and instructed the N.C.O’s to get the names of all who were suffering from the affects of gas.  This resulted in my sending 8 more men to the dressing station shortly after 7 a.m.  I thought it advisable to send off all men of No 2 Section to Bavaria House as there was still a smell of gas on top and in parts of the Dugout.


Some were feeling sick and others developed sickness, and soreness of the eyes on the road back to camp.  Personally although I was all through the Dugouts and also on the surface at 3.30 a.m. I felt no ill affects whatever until reaching the Motor Lorries at Bavaria House, when my eyes started to get sore.  The two men of No 2 Section and 8 men of No 1 Section sent to Westhoek D.S. came across to the Dugouts and advised the sprinkling of bleaching powder over the shell holes, and offered to supply Mr Hill (who relieved me) with a quantity of it for this purpose.





					(sgd) J.H. BATE    Lieut.


					No 2 Section 1st Aust Tunn Coy. A.E.





ROLL OF HONOUR


389th CASUALTY LIST


Sapper Ernest Lovett, Albany,  wounded – gas.





EX H.T. BOONAH


170, Spr E. Lovett, 1 Tunn C. Rockhampton.








