SAPPER THOMAS WILLIAM LOCK

6007 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
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Thomas William Lock was born in Southampton, England in June, 1894 the son of Mrs Matilda Lock.  He was a miner working at Ipswich, Queensland.

At the Recruiting Depot in Brisbane, Qld on July 13, 1916 the twenty-two year old miner enlisted for service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation were completed giving his height at 170cms (5ft 7ins), weight of 63.6kgs (140lbs) and a chest expansion of 87-97cms (34-38ins).  His vision tested to fair in his right eye with poor sight in the left and required dental treatment.  Complexion was medium with brown eyes and brown hair.  His religion was the Congregationalist Church.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination scars on his left arm and a tattoo on his right forearm.  Next-of-kin was given as his mother Mrs Matilda Lock of Saddlers Crossing, Ipswich, Qld.  He signed and took ‘The Oath of Allegiance’ the same day.

At the 11th Depot Battalion, Enoggera Camp, Brisbane Private Lock was assigned to the Unallotted Group then commenced Basic Training on August 18 until September 6, 1916 before proceeding to the 7th Reinforcements to the 4th Battalion.  Further training began on October 1 with the Miners’ Depot and during his training was eligible for Home Leave before his transfer to the Miners’ Training Camp at Seymour, Vic on October 14, 1916.  He was assigned to the December 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 6007.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape arriving at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth.  

The next day they marched into the Aust. Details Camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded overseas to France on January 28, 1917 from Folkstone aboard the vessel S.S. Onward and arrived at the Aust General Base Depot the following day.  

Sapper Lock was allotted to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion on February 8, 1917 which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On May 1, 1917 he was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength with the company on July 13, 1917.

On August 4, 1917 Sapper Lock was wounded suffering gunshot wounds to his face, leg and shoulder and was taken to the 19th Field Ambulance then sent to the 39th Casualty Clearing Station.  He was transferred the next day on A.T.18 and admitted to the 83rd General Hospital at Boulogne.

An extract from the Unit Diary for that day shows no mention of him but a few days earlier the enemy was reported to be shelling heavily in the area.


He was invalided to England on August 7, 1918 and admitted to Ontario Military Hospital at Orpington diagnosed with gunshot wound to cheek, right leg and left shoulder and remained there for ten days.  He was then sent to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on August 17 and the following day granted furlough.

His mother received these telegrams from Base Records and advised them that her address was now Moore Pocket, Tivoli, Ipswich, Qld:


He reported to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs on September 1, 1917 and his debility was reclassified to B1a3 rating on September 10, 1917 and a week later classification became C7.

On October 4, 1917 he was transferred to the No. 2 Command Depot at Perham Downs from Weymouth camp.

Sapper Lock sailed for home on November 1, 1917 on board A68 H.T. Anchises for discharge due to Deafness from chronic Super Otitis Media (Infection of middle ear).  On December 4, 1917 his mother was advised of his impending return.  The ship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on January 3, 1918 and he left for Brisbane (1st M.D.) soon after.

Military Discharge due to medical unfitness was received in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on February 12, 1918 receiving a War Pension to commence the following day.  He was granted the following pensions to his address at Moore’s Pocket, Ipswich, Qld:

Mrs Matilda Lock (widowed mother)
granted 15/- per fortnight for incapacitated son

Thomas Lock


granted £1/10/- per fortnight as from 13/2/18.

In 1919 their residence was still Moore’s Pocket, Ipswich and later that year moved to Omar Street, Ipswich and his occupation was a labourer.

The British War Medal (24705) and the Victory Medal (23809) were issued to Sapper 6007 Thomas William Lock, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

In 1925 their address was Fernleigh, Macfarlane Street, Ipswich and a labourer.  Thomas married in 1927 to Ellen Bowles and in 1936 their residence was at 16 Montauban Street, East Ipswich and he was a striker.  They remained at this address until 1954. 

A Statement of Service was sent to the Repatriation Department, Brisbane on November 25, 1958.
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2nd Tunnelling Company Unit Diary – August 1917


Headquarters situated at La Panne on the coast of Belgium. Unit Camped at St Idasbalde.


The work of the Company is in the Nieuport Bains Sector, the extreme left of the British line, which was held by the 65th Imperial Division for the whole of the month.   


4/8/17	Work Normal.
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REPORTED SAPPER THOMAS LOCK WOUNDED  WILL ADVISE ANYTHING FURTHER RECEIVED 
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