SAPPER HAROLD ROY LIVERMORE aka PRIVATE ROY HAROLDS
2658 – 1st Tunnelling Company / 57859 – 14th Infantry Battalion
Bundamba, near Ipswich, Queensland was the birthplace of Harold Roy Livermore on 25 May, 1895 the son of Thomas Shedrick and Elizabeth (nee Mawhinney) Livermore.   
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At aged eighteen years he appeared before the Police Court in 1913 charged with the following:

The March of the Dungarees

Warwick to Brisbane – 6-30 November, 1915

Towards the end of 1915 when enthusiasm to enlist had decreased after the tragic losses in the Gallipoli campaign and the need to recruit men into the Australian military that the idea of a march showing collective patriotism through towns in South-East Queensland could prove effective to boost enlistments.  

The march commenced as the summer weather began at Warwick with 28 men and followed the Southern railway line through small and large towns of Toowoomba, Laidley and Ipswich concluding their destination in Brisbane and along the way swelled the volunteer numbers to 125 members.

Outfitted in a blue-denim type of fabric their uniforms were designed on the style of clothes for non-combat manual work known as fatigues and been worn by Australian soldiers since the Boer War.  These dark dungarees would provide the name for the recruiting drive as the March of the Dungarees and were completed with white linen hats and badges that showed acceptance of passing the initial medical examination by each man.

The Dungarees were met at a gathering in Queen’s Park, Ipswich where volunteers who passed the medical examination joined them.  Several more presented themselves at the park to enlist including Horace Abbott and were accepted subject to the medical test and sworn in later that evening.  News of the afternoon was reported in the:
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The Governor of Queensland, Sir Hamilton Goold Adams, met and congratulated the men at the South Brisbane Baths and together with members of the South Brisbane Council marched with the Dungarees to Victoria Bridge.  
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At Old Government House overlooking the Brisbane River a Civic luncheon was provided and later in the afternoon the Dungarees marched to Central Railway Station to entrain for Enoggera Camp.  
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A large portion of the men were drafted to the 11th Reinforcements to the 25th Battalion while others due to their qualifications and work experience were divided into other specialist battalions with H.R. Livermore assigned to No. 6 Depot Battalion for basic training to 3 January, 1916 then allotted to the 3rd Reinforcements to the Mining Corps.

His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2658 in the 3rd Reinforcements to the Mining Corps.

Eighty members of the Reinforcements departed on transport HMAT A14 Euripides from Melbourne, Vic on April 4, 1916.  During their voyage a port of call for refuelling was Colombo, Ceylon and terminated at the Suez about May 5 where the men were transhipped at Alexandria to the City of Edinburgh.  They disembarked at Marseilles, France on May 17, 1916.   
On June 1, 1916 they marched into Etaples and attached for duty on June 25, 1916 with the 1st Tunnelling Company who were working on dugouts at Trench 88, Ploegsteert 123 and Monmouth House.

He went sick on 9 August, 1916 with Orchitis (inflammation of testicles – a complication after mumps or infection) to the 138th Field Ambulance then moved to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station.  From there was conveyed by Ambulance Train No.18 to the 25th General Hospital.  
He was taken on strength on 30 September, 1916 with the 1st Tunnelling Company.

The hospital ship St Patrick invalided him to England on 14 September, 1916 from Rouen due to Varicocele and Hydrocele (varicose veins and fluid collection in scrotum) and admitted to Lees Convalescent Military Hospital, Faversham for treatment of bronchitis and asthma the following day.

Was taken on strength from hospital on 3 October, 1916 at the No. 1 Command Depot, Perham Downs and discharged to furlough two days later and to report to Administration Headquarters on October 21.  
Was classified by the medical board with B1a debility and transferred to the No. 4 Command Depot at Wareham on 27 October, 1916.  
His father received two letters from his son while in hospital which were published in the:

Marched out on 6 February, 1917 to the Aust Details Camp at Perham Downs and left Nos 6 & 7 camps on 16 February for the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs.
Proceeded to France on 9 July, 1917 from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day re-joined his unit on 15 July.

Went sick on 20 September, 1917 with asthma progressing to the 44th Field Ambulance then on to the 2nd Aust Casualty Clearing Station.  On 1 October transported by Ambulance Train no.18 to Camiers being admitted to the 20th General Hospital.  
On 4 October, 1917 was invalided to England on the hospital ship Newhaven entering the Connaught Military Hospital in Aldershot the following day.  
On 20 October was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary hospital in Harefield until discharged to furlough five days later and report to the Headquarters, London on 31 October then on to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 3 November, 1917.

Sapper Livermore embarked for discharge in Australia due to asthma on 25 November, 1917 on board H.T. Ormonde.  Base Records advised his father he was returning home.  

His name appeared in the list of soldiers returning and published in the:

The troopship docked on 23 January, 1918 possibly in Sydney and soldiers for Queensland boarded the train for Brisbane.  
The train passed through Ipswich where a hearty welcome was given to the soldiers and invalids with Sapper Livermore being the only soldier of the district being on board.

News of their brief stopover was reported in the:

The train terminated in Brisbane on 25 January, 1918.  He returned home to Bundamba and was given a welcome home on 9 February, 1918 by the Moreton Shire Council’s committee who also presented certificates to relatives of soldiers who volunteered from Bundamba.  The evening’s events were reported in the:

There is no record of military discharge taking place in Brisbane (1st M.D.) due to some documents missing from his file.
After he recovered his health the single twenty-three-year-old labourer re-applied to enlist for active service abroad under the name of Roy Harolds on 10 June, 1918 from Station Hill, Bundamba and passed the medical examination also being dentally fit.  Forms of Attestation describe him as 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighing 60kgs (132lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-99cms (36-39ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and brown hair.  Methodist was his religious faith.  In lieu of having no next-of-kin he nominated his legatee friend Mr Thomas Livermore of Station Road, Bundamba, Qld.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.
Basic training commenced at Rifle Range camp, Enoggera barracks from 20 June with the 5th Queensland General Service Reinforcements to 15 July, 1918.  In preparation for departure his Will was noted to be held by military authorities.  His rank was Private with the regimental number 57859.

The Reinforcements entrained at 6.00 a.m. on 15 July for Sydney, NSW embarking on 17 July, 1918 on the troopship HMAT A30 Borda.  Private was admitted to the ship’s hospital on 6 September for treatment of a social disease and after 21 days was discharged to duty on September 26.

The transport docked in England and he was disembarked to hospital to the Military Hospital at Gravesend.  On 28 September was transferred to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for four days and discharged to Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse on 30 September, 1918.
Military discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
Shipton 23/10/18 out of bounds on Tidworth – Shipton Road at 10.30 p.m.



Award:

2 days Field Punishment No. 2 by Capt. A. McLennan 25/10/18


Total forfeiture:
2 day’s pay

He was still at Parkhouse when Peace was declared.

On 15 November, 1918 was transferred from Parkhouse to Sutton Veny at the 12th Training Battalion.  Private was allotted on 29 November to the Reinforcements D.S. 12th Training Battalion and marched in to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott.

Went sick on 4 December, 1918 to the Group Clearing Hospital returning four days later.

He sent his father a letter on his arrival in England detailing the voyage which was published in the:


Proceeded overseas to France on 25 January, 1919 from Southampton and transferred to the 14th Battalion and detached to the 4 A1 Brigade and taken on strength on 9 February.  On 25 April returned from detachment and orders were issued on 2 May to return to the Aust Base Depot to join Quota 46 for return to England marching out on 9 May and disembarked at Southampton marching into No. 4 Group camp to await their voyage home.
After demobilisation Private Livermore embarked for Australia on 22 July, 1919 on board H.T. Ulysses.  Base Records advised his father on 23 August that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 5 September, 1919.  News of their impending arrival was announced in the:

The soldiers for Queensland left by special train for Brisbane the same day and were welcomed home at the railway station on September 6.  Their welcome was reported in the:


The soldiers went before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No. 6 Aust General Hospital, Kangaroo Point the same evening.  His statement of case reads:

Essential facts:
no wounds or disability
(sgd.) R. Harolds


Recommendation:
demobilise fit
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 21 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

He married on 10 December, 1919 to Esta Venetta Adele Cripps and in 1921 were listed at Welsby and Russell Street, Fortitude Valley, Brisbane with his occupation as a labourer.  From 1925 onward their residence was 24 Gracemere Street, Grange, Brisbane.

For serving his country Sapper 2658 Harold Roy Livermore, 1st Tunnelling Company alias Private 57859 Roy Harolds, 14th Battalion was issued with the British War Medal (34121).  He was ineligible for the Victory Medal due to not being in a theatre of war during his second service.
A copy of his service records was requested by the Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records which was sent on 10 August, 1939.

Harold Roy Livermore passed away on 23 November, 1945 aged 50 years.  Cremation took place at Albany Creek Crematorium and a memorial plaque is located on Wall 5 of Section 3.

His widow placed notices every year on the anniversary of his death up to 1952 in the following:  



Mrs Esta Livermore died in 1985.


His brother also enlisted.

PRIVATE CHARLES EDGAR LIVERMORE

Reinforcements – 25th Battalion
Charles (Charley) Livermore was born in Bundamba, Queensland on 14 October, 1891 the son of Thomas Shedrick and Elizabeth (nee Mawhinney) Livermore.
From 1913 to 1915 he is listed at Bundamba working as a labourer.  

At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 10 December, 1915 the unmarried twenty-three-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 167cms (5ft 5½ins) tall, weighing 70.5kgs (155lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-92cms (34½-36½) and a fair complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and had fair hair.   Distinctive marks were a scar over the right eye and an appendix operation scar on his abdomen.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Thomas Livermore of Bundamba, Qld.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken and signed the same day.
Basic training commenced with “B” Company No.6 Depot Battalion.  His rank was Private.
Private Charles Livermore was struck and killed by a train at Bundamba on the evening of 16-17 March, 1916 while walking across the Bundamba Railway Bridge.  News of his demise was reported in the:


Burial took place in the General portion C of Ipswich General Cemetery in grave no. A542.  There is no headstone.
A Board of Inquiry was assembled at Chermside Camp – 1st Military District on 25 March, 1916 by the Camp Commandant Major J.A.J. Ferguson.  He related he received a telephone message from Victoria Barracks to the effect that a man named Livermore had been killed.  He said general leave was granted for the whole camp on Friday March 17th, 1916.
Lieutenant A.F. Everett stated he made a thorough search of the lines of the 12th / 25th for all men absent.  
The soldier was not to be found.  I was informed at noon by Major Ferguson he had been killed by a train.  I had always found him to be very steady and reliable and altogether a first-class soldier.  He was present at all parades for 16/3/16 but I did not grant him leave of the evening of the 16/3/16.

Acting C.S. Major Davis Ross stated that Private Charles Livermore reported to me at 6 p.m. on 16 March, 1916.  He was reported absent at 6 a.m. parade on 17/3/16.  I searched the lines of the 12th / 25th for Private C. Livermore, but did not find him.
His father Thomas Shedrick Livermore also attended and gave his statement.

The Board considered the evidence and found:


(1) That Private Chas. Livermore was killed by a train at Bundamba at some time unknown 
on the night of 16/17 March, 1916.


(2) That the said Private Chas. Livermore was “Absent without Leave” from his Unit 
at that time.







Dated 10th day of April, 1916, Chermside Camp.

Constable John Green of Booval Station also gave his account of the accident and proceedings that followed.  A portion includes:

“It appears the deceased Charley Livermore, a soldier, who belonged to the 12th Reinforcements, 25th Battalion, Chermside, 24 years of age, single, a native of Bundamba was returning home to Bundamba by himself from W. Ipswich along the railway line; before leaving Ipswich, he was in company with a soldier named Frederick Shanks, of Bundamba, he asked Shanks to come home with him and he would pay for a car.  Shanks replied “I would not like to go home in this state, “drunk.”  He stopped with Shanks for some time and then said “If you are afraid to go home I am not” and started to walk home alone.  When walking over the railway bridge over the Bundamba Creek which is about 80 yards along the goods train 35 down from Toowoomba to Roma Street must have overtaken him.  
Deceased was known to me – he was addicted to drink.”
A circular and booklet re Graves was issued to his father on 5 January, 1920 and a reminder on 18 November. 

His father was issued with the Memorial Scroll (596668) on 11 August, 1922 and receipted delivery on 22 August.  The Memorial Plaque (596668) was also sent to him on 15 February, 1923 and the receipt signed on February 24.
His name is commemorated at the Australian War Memorial in the commemorative area on Panel 105.

In the Queensland Garden of Remembrance at Pinnaroo Cemetery, Bridgeman Downs his plaque can be located on Wall 2, Row P.


Queensland Times (Ipswich) Tuesday July 29, 1913:


IPSWICH POLICE COURT


At the Police Court yesterday, before Mr W. Rillie (Clerk of Petty Sessions) Harold Roy Livermore charged with having used obscene language in Brisbane-street, was fined £1, with the option of seven days’ detention, in goal.





Queensland Times Monday November 29, 1915:


GATHERING IN QUEEN’S PARK


The gathering in the Queen’s Park in the afternoon was a large one.  The City Vice-Regal Band, under the conductorship of Mr F.W.U. M’Leod rendered a programme of music which was highly appreciated by the recruits, some of whom heard it for the first-time last Friday.  The little company was marched from the drill-sheds to the rotunda, under Lieut. D.J. Binnie and Staff-Sergt-Major Dutney, clad in plain clothes, which had borne the wear and tear of several day’s march, the men presented a rather worn appearance; but there is little doubt that, with a little more training and the donning of the khaki, the men who are engaging in the march will be a unit to be proud of.  They dispersed amongst the onlookers; but they were kept distinguished by the khaki band round their arms, and this enabled them to be made of recipients of many little kindnesses, in the way of gifts of sweets, cigarettes, &c.


The swearing-in of new recruits then took place, the oaths being administered by Lieut. Binnie to the following who had passed the medical examinations since the previous night: David Kern, Eric Abraham, Edward Bolton [Boulton], Sydney Marsh, Joseph Brough, Nathaniel Kelly, Joseph Bullock, William J. Smith, Robert Isler, R. Adams, Arthur Illingworth, M.T. Horner and W. Skillern [Skillen].  A khaki band was pinned on an arm of each volunteer by several ladies.							


The following next presented themselves for the first time and are to be sworn in later, if they pass the medical test: Roy Livermore, Edward Fowler, Horace Abbott, John Ryan, William Goodhew and P. Curtin.


Tunnellers in bold


Contd.





continues


Lieut. Binnie, in a short speech, said that in the march were brothers of men who had fallen at the front and had been at the front at Gallipoli, had returned home wounded and discharged as unfit and had after recuperating, been re-admitted and was going back to help his comrades.


After the band recital had been finished the volunteers were called together, and, in the charge of Sergt. Dutney, marched back to “barracks.”





Arrival of “The Dungarees” in South Brisbane on 30 November, 1915 at Victoria Bridge


Photo sourced from Australian War Memorial – public domain photo





Spr. Harold Roy Livermore


Photo sourced from Albany Creek


Crematorium website submitted


by Just Jack





Queensland Times Saturday November 4, 1916:


MILITARY ITEMS


Mr Thos. Livermore, of Bundamba, has received a letter from his son, Sapper H.R. Livermore, stating that at the time of writing he was an inmate of a hospital somewhere in England, and was slightly improving.  He has met A. Pringle, who is in good health, and they wish to be remembered to all friends.





Queensland Times Saturday November 18, 1916:


MILITARY ITEMS


Mr Thos. Livermore, of Bundamba, has received a letter from his son, Sapper H.R. Livermore, stating that he is in the military hospital at Lees Court, Faversham, Kent, and is now progressing favourably.  He wishes to be remembered to all friends.





Queenslander (Brisbane) Saturday January 5, 1918:


COMING HOME – TWO MORE BATCHES OF INVALID SOLDIERS


Military authorities supply the following two list (“B” and “O”) of members of the Australia Imperial Force returning to Australia shortly.


2368.  Spr. H.R. Livermore, 1st A.T.C. Ipswich.						Article abridged





Queensland Times Friday January 25, 1918:


RETURNED SOLDIERS


Another batch of returned invalid soldiers passed through Ipswich by the mail train yesterday afternoon.  They received the usual hearty welcome from the assembled citizens, and the Mayor (Ald. P.W. Cameron) and the Mayoress, who passed through the carriages, officially welcoming them.  Major Jackson, staff officer for returned soldiers and invalids, was present, and accompanied the men to Brisbane.  Mr T.J. Barker represented the Ipswich Navy and Army Veterans’ Association.  The batch, which included 27 invalids, was accompanied by three members of the Voluntary Aid Detachment and three escorts.  The men were in charge of Capt. Bell, staff officer for invalids.  Capt. Robertson (medical officer) and Lieut. G.E. Clay were also on the train.  The only district soldier on board was Pte. Harold Roy Livermore, of the First Australian Tunnelling Company.  The members of the Ladies’ Train Tea Society, as usual, provided refreshments.





Queensland Times Monday February 11, 1918:


BUNDAMBA SOLDIERS – HONOURED BY RESIDENTS


A practice has been adopted by the Moreton Shire Council, similar to that in vogue in the Ipswich city area, of giving certificates of honour to those men who have enlisted from the area under the council’s jurisdiction, or, in the soldier’s absence, to their relatives.


With this object, and for the purposes, also, of welcoming home Trpr. Roy Livermore, a gathering was held in the Bundamba G.U.O.O.F. Hall lase Saturday night.  Mr D.A. Gledson, M.L.A., presided, and there were with him on the platform, Cr H.L. Jones (chairman of the Moreton Shire Council), Cr. J. Perrett, and others.  There was a large attendance of residents.


After the singing of the National Anthem Mr Gledson made a short speech expressive of commendation to the young men who had enlisted.  He expressed pleasure they all felt at welcoming home Pte Livermore, who they all hoped would speedily regain good health.  He asked Cr. Jones to distribute the certificates to the relatives of soldiers who had gone from the Bundamba district.  The following are the names of the soldiers who were thus honoured—abridged to Tunnellers—William Watkins, Andrew Kelly, Nathaniel Kelly, Daniel Welsh, George Walker, George Andrews, Harold Roy Livermore.


Mr Roy Livermore was then presented with a gold medal, suitable inscribed by Mr Gledson (on behalf of the residents of Bundamba.  Trpr. Livermore expressed his thanks.


A vote of thanks was accorded Cr. Jones for attending to distribute the certificates, on the motion of Mrs Rutherford, seconded by Mr F.A. Cooper M.L.A., the latter taking the opportunity of welcoming Trpr. Livermore.


An enjoyable dance was held, refreshments being served by the ladies.			Article abridged





Queensland Times Saturday January 4, 1919:


MILITARY ITEMS


Mr Thos. Livermore, of Station-road, Bundamba, has received a letter from his soldier son, Pte. H.R. Livermore, under date of the 25th of September, 1918, in which he states that he had landed safe in England, that night after a fairly good journey.  They had however, a bit of excitement the night previous to landing.  It was stated that there was one submarine sunk.  Taking the voyage right through they did not have a bad time.  The landed in Durban, where three days were enjoyed ashore.  From Durban they went to Capetown, and had four days ashore there, where they again enjoyed jolly times, and from there they subsequently called at a certain island, where a terrible fever was raging, the death rate being very great.  The troops on board had to coal their boat.  Three of the doctors volunteered to go ashore and assist the shore doctors.  As stated above, Pte. Livermore arrived in England in good health, this being the second occasion he enlisted, he having “joined up” with the famous Dungarees, who passed through Ipswich.  Having been wounded, he was invalided to Queensland.  Mr T. Livermore’s soldier son Pte Chas. Livermore, was, it will be remembered killed on the railway line, near Bundamba, while returning to his parent’s place on home leave from Enoggera, previous to embarking abroad.





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday September 4, 1919:


THE ULYSSES


Troops by the Ulysses will arrive tomorrow morning.  Relatives and friends who have tickets marked “Ulysses” from the Staff Officer for Invalids will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9 a.m.


Queenslanders will proceed to Brisbane by special train at 11.25 a.m.





Brisbane Courier Monday September 8, 1919:


WELCOMED HOME


Two further troop trains arrived at the Central Railway Station on Saturday at about 6.30 p.m.  The first train brought returned soldiers who had come out by the transports Friedricksruhe and Delta and the second train those who had travelled by the Ulysses.  The trains were late in arrival but there was a big concourse of people at the Railway Station, and during their journey through the streets to the Kangaroo Military Hospital, the returned men received the most cordial of greetings.  The Army Reserve Band played selections while the men were detraining and soldiers were conveyed to Kangaroo Point by motor vehicles of the Returned Soldiers of the Motor Transport Corps, the members generously using their cars for the purpose.  At the Military Depot the returned men were officially welcomed by the State Commandant (Brigadier-General Irving), by the Mayor of Brisbane (Ald. C.P. Buchanan) and Mrs. Buchanan and by Messrs. W.E. Gillies and W. Lennon on behalf of the State Government.





Telegraph (Brisbane) Saturday November 23, 1946 and Courier-Mail


ROLL OF HONOUR


LIVERMORE—In loving memory of Harold Roy Livermore, 1st A.I.F. passed away 23rd November, 1945.


Inserted by his wife, son & daughter.





Telegraph (Brisbane) Monday November 24, 1947:


ROLL OF HONOUR


LIVERMORE—In loving memory of Harold Roy Livermore, 1st A.I.F. passed away, 23rd November, 1945.


Inserted by his wife, son & daughter.





Albany Creek Memorial Park and Crematorium


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website contributed by Judy Biggs





Ipswich Roll of Honour


Photo Virtual War Memorial Australia website submitted by Ipswich R.S.L.





His name is commemorated on the Ipswich and District Roll of Honour held at the R.S.L. Ipswich branch.





Further information on:	


‘The March of the Dungarees – 


Warwick to Brisbane – 6-30 November, 1915’


can be found in our Bits & Pieces section





Queensland Times Saturday March 18, 1916:


FATAL RAILWAY ACCIDENT – PTE CHARLES LIVERMORE – THE VICTIM


SMASHED TO PIECES BY TRAIN


A fatal accident occurred on the railway line near Bundamba early yesterday morning, by which Pte Charles Livermore, of the Enoggera encampment, but formerly of Bundamba, lost his life, through being run over by a train.


The goods train from Toowoomba which reaches Bundamba at about 3.35 a.m. apparently struck the deceased when he was about half-way across the Bundamba Creek Bridge.  Shortly after crossing the bridge the train was pulled up (the driver having felt some object under it), and those in charge were shocked to find that the cause of the trouble was a human body which had been run over.  The body was terrible crushed, an arm and a leg being torn off and the greater part of the head being so smashed as to make the face unrecognisable.  The local police constable and a constable from Ipswich were promptly called, and investigation led to the identification of the man as Pte Livermore.  A letter in his pocket addressed to him assisted in the identification.  It is not known whether the deceased was walking, standing or lying down, when the train caught him.        


He was not expected home, but it is assumed that he must have obtained leave and that he came up by the train, which arrives in Ipswich at about 1 o’clock and through the accident, he got carried beyond Bundamba —perhaps to Ipswich; and that he was proceeding back, on foot, when the accident happened.  The body was carried over 200 yards from where the first signs of contact appeared.


Deceased was 24 years of age, and has been in camp since before Christmas.  He had a brother who has recently left with the Australian forces.


He was a son of Mr Thomas Livermore, of Bundamba, and a nephew of Mr W.G. Livermore, the well-known cordial-manufacturer, of East-street, Ipswich.





His plaque in the Qld Garden of Remembrance, Pinnaroo Cemetery, Bridgeman Downs


Photo supplied by Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission
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