LANCE CORPORAL ARTHUR WILLIAM LINDE, M.M.
166 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Arthur (Artie) William Linde was born in Mount Morgan, Queensland on November 11, 1892 the son of Peter Henry and Mary Kate (nee McKeon) Linde.  In 1915 he was working at the Bluff Colliery near Rockhampton, Qld.

A recruiting officer was at the Bluff on August 20, 1915 and Artie applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed showing the unmarried labourer was 183cms (6ft) in height and weighed 78.6kgs (173lbs) with a chest expansion of 93-99cms (36½ -39ins).  Fair in complexion with grey eyes and fair hair and his distinctive marks were scars on his left pectoral and tibia.  Roman Catholic was his faith.  Next-of-kin was his mother Mrs Mary Kate Linde of Bluff, Qld and later of Blackwater Central line, Qld.  He signed at took the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ the same day.

Basic Training commenced at the Enoggera camp, Brisbane and was transferred to the Mining Corps which was in its establishment during last quarter of 1915.  He was assigned to the No. 1 Company of the Corps in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 166.  

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Sapper Linde was one of 1,248 members of the Corps who boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

Soon after arrival, the Australian Mining Corps ceased to exist as a whole and was redesignated into three Tunnelling Companies which were dispersed where the British Armies required them immediately.  

In the field, Sapper Linde was allotted to No.1 Squad of No.4 Section, 1st Australian Tunnelling Company.  His service was uneventful, as he suffered no illness, injuries or wounds during the early part of his time with the company.

The circumstances are not fully, recorded but he was awarded the Military Medal on May 9, 1917 for conspicuous bravery in the field, possibly for work done during the Easter Raid in early April or the accidental explosion later in the same month.
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Base Records advised his mother at Blackwater Central Line on November 16, 1917 of his award which appeared in the London Gazette on 25th May, 1917 and read:

Continuing in his letter to her the writer stated that the above had been promulgated in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette, No. 174 of 11th October 1917.

Sapper Linde’s letter home was published in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Wednesday September 19, 1917 and describes how he won his medal:
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Blue Chevrons were due for one year’s service.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914.

In the fortnight ending 9 June 1916 his Squad attended the First School Musketry course.

No.
Rank.

Name



Grouping
Rapid
Vanishing Target
Total

166
Sapper

Linde A.


     25

   12
           25

   62

On June 28, 1918 he went sick to the 57th Casualty Clearing Station and admitted with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (Fever) of Uncertain Origin) then transferred on July 1 on A.T.71 to Boulogne entering the 54th General Hospital with P.U.O.  By July 6 was well enough to be sent to the 1st Convalescent Depot and the following day was discharged as ‘fit’ to return to the A.G.B.D. at Rouelles.  Four days later he marched into the Base Depot and after five days left to return to his unit rejoining on July 19, 1918.

Central Queensland soldiers on the Front were in contact with Mrs H.G. Wheeler working in London co-ordinating the Central Queensland Comfort Fund and each week sent report-letters naming those men she had been in contact with during the week.  These were published in the Rockhampton newspapers to give relatives reliable news of their men abroad.  Her address was care of the Agent-General, Queensland Office, London.  

 The following is an extract from her letter home published in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Thursday November 21, 1918 in which she imparted news of Sapper Linde:
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On September 29, 1918 he was wounded in action and transferred to the 53rd Casualty Clearing Station with a gunshot wound to his knee and conveyed on Aust Train to Rouen and admitted to the 12th General Hospital.  His mother was notified by Base Records on October 10, 1918 that he had been wounded.  He was moved to the 2nd Convalescent Depot on October 2 until October 8 when he was discharged to the Reinforcements camp at the A.G.B.D. in Rouelles then marched out to return to his unit a day later and rejoined on October 22, 1918.  Base Records advised his mother of the hospital he had been sent to on October 21, 1918.

On November 9, 1918 he proceeded on leave two days before Peace was declared and returned on December 11, 1918.  While he was away on November 14 his promotion to Lance Corporal was granted.

The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area repairing roads, bridges and other important work.  On February 12, 1919 his unit was recalled to Base Depot to prepare for their return to England and they departed on February 24 crossing the English Channel and marching in to No. 3 camp at Parkhouse a day later.

Lance Corporal Linde left for the R.B.A.A. camp at Heytesbury on March 20 remaining for a month and demobilised.

On board the H.T. Boonah on April 20, 1919 he departed England for the voyage home.  In May, 1919 his mother was notified by Base Records of his return.  During the journey was transhipped to the transport Sardinia which docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on June 8, 1919 and arrived in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on June 11.  He returned to Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.) on June 14, 1919.

In Brisbane (1st M.D.) he received his Military Discharge on July 27, 1919 and returned to Blackwater, Q.C.R.  Later that year he worked as a well-sinker in the Bluff district.

On September 2nd, 1919 he wrote from the Blackwater address to Base Records stating he had written a couple of times but not received a reply, asking them to forward his Military Medal which he had won while on active service abroad.  He added other lads who had won their medal since he did, had already received theirs and requested they look into the matter and would appreciate an early reply to him.  On September 10 Base Records replied that his Military Medal was transmitted to the Military Commandant, Victoria Barracks, Brisbane on August 5, 1918, for presentation to him on the first suitable occasion.

He married on December 27, 1920 to Emily Ethel Seeman.  From 1925 until 1949 Arthur is recorded as a Licensed Victualler at Blackwater, Qld. 

A Statement of his Service was sent to the Repatriation Department, Brisbane on January 2, 1953.  He retired to Rockhampton for in 1954 their residence was 304 Upper Dawson Road, Rockhampton.  

Arthur William Linde died on May 21, 1964 aged 71 years.  In the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Friday May 22 this notice was placed:


On Saturday May 23, 1964 this notice was also published:

In the Roman Catholic section of the North Rockhampton Cemetery in Row A of Compartment E, the monument to his memory can be located at grave no. 22. 

Emily Ethel Linde (nee Seeman) died on 12 February 1982, aged 85.  She was buried in the grave adjacent to Arthur.

In the Madders photo album there is a photo, c. 1920, of men of the Bluff Colliery.  It is known that the following men from the Bluff Colliery saw service with the Tunnelling Companies:

7219
Rodgers, John


2nd Tunn Coy

5276
Allan, John


2nd Tunn Coy

180
Madders, James

1st Tunn Coy

5136
Madders, David Glyndwr
1st Tunn Coy

3470A
Madders, Thomas

1st Tunn Coy

6009
Madders, John


1st Tunn Coy

5411
Scott, John William

1st Tunn Coy

5424
Scott, James Fairfield

1st Tunn Coy

6632
Kerr, Thomas


1st Tunn Coy

114
Fulton, Thomas

1st Tunn Coy

166
Linde, Arthur William
1st Tunn Coy         

Thomas Henry LINDE, brother of Arthur William Linde, married Rachel MADDERS – sister of Madders brothers.

Thomas was born in Rockhampton, Qld to Peter and Mary Kate Linde.  Enlisted 24 August 1914 in Sydney, NSW.  Named as his Next-of-Kin his mother M. K. Linde of the Bluff Hotel.  

364 Temporary Sergeant Linde, 1st Field Artillery Brigade.  Saw service with the M.E.F. and B.E.F.  Returned to Australia 8 October 1918.  Discharged 24 August 1919.  Mentioned in the 16 March 1919 Despatches of Sir Douglas Haig.  Thomas Linde died in 1947.  
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with the assistance of Colin Seeman, nephew of Arthur William Linde.                     

AWARDED THE MILITARY MEDAL


“HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to award the


Military Medal for bravery in the field to the undermentioned soldier:


No. 166 Sapper A.W. Linde





Letter from Mrs H.G. Wheeler 20/8/18


Sapper Rodgers wrote on Aug 20 he is very well and says his Brother-in-law Jack Allan has rejoined his unit.  He also says he has met most of the boys from the Bluff Colliery lately and the three Madders brothers, two Scotts, Tommy Kerr, T. Fulton, A. Linde, J. Jenkins and F. Jones—all of whom are in excellent health, also J. Tynan from Mt Morgan.





FUNERALS


THE Relatives and Friends of Mrs A.W. Linde, Wife, Mrs Elsie Johnson and Family, Sister, are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of their beloved Husband, Brother, Uncle and Relative, the late MR ARTHUR (ARTIE) WILLIAM LINDE, ex 1st A.I.F. of No. 304 Upper Dawson Road, to move from St Joseph’s Cathedral, William Street, TOMORROW (Saturday) AFORENOON at 11 o’clock for the North Rockhampton Cemetery.


TUCKER & NANKIVELL


Funeral Directors - Tele Nos. 2 2478, 2 2616





FUNERALS


THE Relatives and friends of Mr A.W. Linde, Wife Mr and Mrs C. Johnson and Family, Brisbane (Brother-in-law, Sister, Nephew and Nieces), Mr and Mrs O. Seeman and Family Blackwater, Mr and Mrs E. Seeman and Family Blackwater, Mr and Mrs J. Seeman and Family Blackwater, Mrs A. Talbot and family Brothers-in-law, Sisters-in-law Nephews and Nieces are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of their beloved husband, Brother, Brother-in-law, Uncle and Relative the late MR ARTHUR (ARTIE) WILLIAM LINDE ex 1st A.I.F. of No 304 Upper Dawson Road, to move from St Joseph’s Cathedral, William street, THIS (Saturday) AFORENOON at 11 o’clock for the North Rockhampton Cemetery.


TUCKER & NANKIVELL


Funeral Directors


Tele Nos. 2 2478, 2 2616


R.S.S.A.I.L.A


The members of the above League are requested to attend the Funeral of their late member ARTHUR (ARTIE) WILLIAM LINDE.


			N. RICHARDSON


				Secretary


ROCKHAMPTON BOWLS CLUB


The members of the above Club are requested to attend the Funeral of their late member ARTHUR (ARTIE) WILLIAM LINDE.


				J. BRUCE


				   President.





MOUNT MORGAN NATIVE


RECEIVED THE MILITARY MEDAL


Private Arthur Linde, son of Mrs M.K. Linde of Blackwater, and a native of Mount Morgan, in a recent letter from the French front, says—“This is getting to be a hell.  There are some terrific battles going on on this front now; but they are mostly in our favour, and I can tell you that I will not be sorry when “Fritz” throws in the sponge.  I had a terrible experience on Easter Monday.  The Germans bombarded our trenches for twelve hours.  They started early in the morning and did not cease until half-past five o’clock in the evening, when their raiding party came over.  The worst of it was that it came up behind us and had us like rats in a hole.  The Germans bombed us for about an hour and a-half.  Then one of our chaps volunteered to go up and send up a distress signal, and after that the Germans did not last long.  I am sorry to say that the chap who sent up the signal lost his life.  As soon as the signal went up, our supports came up and soon made short work of the Huns.  I have been decorated with the Military Medal for rescuing lives.  Two of my mates also won the same medal.  I am writing this letter in my dugout in the front line of trenches.  I do not think that the war will last long now according to the way things are going. I think “Fritz” will soon give in.  I have been in the trenches twelve months now, and I am still going strong; but never mind, there is a good time coming.”





Arthur Linde


courtesy Colin Seeman, nephew of Arthur Linde








