SAPPER JOHN WILLIAM LIDDELL

7226 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Croydon, Queensland was the birthplace of John William Liddell on July 13, 1895.  He was the son of Isaac and Charlotte (nee Moss) Liddell.  Seven years with the Citizens’ Forces had given him a military grounding.  In 1916 he married Alice Maud Moss and was working as a labourer.

Applied to enlist on April 3, 1917 at the Townsville Recruiting Office and passed the medical examination.  The twenty-three-year-old completed Attestation forms and was sworn in on April 30, 1917.  That paperwork shows his height was 175cms (5ft 9ins), weighed 68kgs (150lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-94cms (34-37ins).  Fair was his complexion with blue eyes and fair hair and on his right forearm was a scar.  His vision test was good.  Religion was recorded as Church of England and he allotted three-fifths of his pay to his wife Mrs Alice Maud Liddell, care of Mrs Llewellyn, Pialba, Maryborough, Qld, whom he nominated as next-of-kin.

Basic training commenced on May 5, 1917 with the Miners 1st Military district at Enoggera, Brisbane, Qld concluding on June 5, 1917.  During that period Home Leave from May 23 to May 31, 1917 was taken before transferring to their Seymour camp, Victoria on June 7, 1917 for further training in B Company.  At the conclusion of this training on July 15, 1917 joined the Tunnelling Company two days later.  

He was assigned to the March 1917 Reinforcements in preparation for departure for overseas service with the rank of Sapper and the regimental number 7226.  His Will had been lodged with Mr Bell, Solicitor, Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Qld.

The troopship with 167 members of the Reinforcements aboard embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board but as the ship travelled through the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight-day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later departed experiencing good weather across the Atlantic, arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty-nine-day voyage.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth, England.

The following day marched in to No 3 camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

Proceeded overseas to France via Southampton on November 14, 1917 to the Aust. General Base Depot at Rouelles then assigned to 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion until November 24, 1917.

A temporary transfer for Sapper Liddell to the 3rd Pioneer Battalion took place from November 24 until December 13, 1917 before returning to the 1st Anzac Corps.  

Was detailed to the 1st Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on April 27, 1918.

The following offence was dealt with on May 24, 1918:



Crime:


W.O.A.S. (While on Active Service)






Drunkenness 18/5/18



Award:


Forfeits 7 days pay by C.O. 1st Tunnelling Company.

On June 4, 1918 was taken sick to 5 Canadian Field Ambulance suffering from Influenza and transferred to duty on June 10, 1918 and rejoined his Unit the day after.

Was admitted sick to the 9 Aust. Field Ambulance with P.U.O. Pyrexia (Fever) of Unknown Origin and three days later rejoined his unit.

Sapper proceeded on Leave on September 17, 1918 and two months later Armistice was declared.

The company remained on duty participating in rehabilitation work on roads and bridges where required.

Leave was granted from France beginning February 26, 1919 until March 12, 1919 but he failed to return and when he did the following offence was recorded:

Crime:
W.O.A.S. A.W.L. from leave 6.00am 12/3/19 until apprehended at 7.30pm 20/3/19



Award:


14 days F.P. No 2 by C.O. 1st Tunnelling Company



Total Forfeiture:
23 days.

Crime:
W.O.A.S. Absent from Place of Parade appointed by his C.O. 30/5/19

Award:
1 days F.P. No 2 by C.O. 1st Tunnelling Company 31/3/19

On May 6, 1919 marched out to A.G.B.D. to prepare for transfer to England on May 15, 1919 disembarking at Southampton, Eng. the day after.  It was then camp life at No 1 Group, Longbridge Deverill for the interim before granted to leave for home.

Sapper Liddell departed Southampton on July 6, 1919 for return to Australia on board H.T. Boorara.  His next-of-kin was notified of his impending return on August 3, 1919.  The ship docked in the 3rd Military district (Vic) on August 26, 1919 and discharge took place on September 28, 1919.

For serving his country Sapper 7226 John William Liddell, 1st Tunnelling Company received the British War Medal (31020) and the Victory Medal (29343).

In 1925 his address was Union Lodging House, Walker Street, Townsville, with the occupation of Miner.

A statement of service was sent to the Repatriation Department on February 10, 1961.

In 1968 he was residing at Bundaberg, Qld.

John William Liddell passed away on 12 October, 1980 aged 85 years.  Cremation took place at Bundaberg Cremation and Memorial Park.  His memorial plaque is located on the Returned Service Wall, panel 1, side 2, row B at niche no. 9.

[image: image1.jpg]72264 SAPEER
J. W. LIDDELL
I TUNNELLING 8
COMPANY ¥
[2-10-[980 AGE 85 o





© Donna Baldey 2009 / 2021
www.tunnellers.net
Plaque on Returned Service Wall, Bundaberg Crematorium and Memorial Park


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave submitted by Glenn Nelson








