SAPPER WALTER STANLEY LIDDALL
6633 – Tunnelling Reinforcements
Oakwood, Tasmania was the birthplace of Walter Stanley Liddall the son of (father not named) and Kate Liddall on 4 July, 1898.  He became a blacksmith.  He stated he had previous military service with TA 932 in Hobart.
At the recruiting depot in Mackay, Queensland on 29 August, 1916 the single blacksmith applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show his address was care of Salvation Army, Box 30, Mackay.  He was 163cms (5ft 4ins) tall with a chest expansion of 92-102cms (36-42½ins).  Being under twenty-one-years-of-age he said his father was deceased and his mother’s consent was not available, residing in Tasmania and closed correspondence.  It was noted he had a Temp. Hernia left side which was passed by a doctor on September 30.  Declared fit his application was then accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed and describe him further weighing 52.7kgs (161lbs) with a medium complexion, brown eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his left arm and required dental treatment.  Religion was Salvation Army.  Next-of-kin nominated was his fiancé Miss Kate Williams care of Salvation Army, Queenstown, Tas.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion, Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane from 6 October to 2 December being allotted to the Miners’ Depot.  From there was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Vic.

He married aged 19 years to Kate Agnes Amelia Williams at Queenstown, Tas on 8 January, 1917 and later had a son.  Next-of-kin became his wife Mrs Kate Liddall.

At Seymour camp joined the January, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Company until 11 January, 1917.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6633.
The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.  
While at sea on January 29, 1917 Sapper appeared before the medical board and his statement of case reads:


Disability:
Left Inguinal Hernia


Date of disability:
2 years ago


Place of disability:
Tasmania


Essential facts:
Had hernia once 2 years ago.  Was operated upon in September, 1916.





Recurred a month ago



Causation:
Constitutional


Present condition:
left inguinal hernia


Board finding:

In toto


Board examination:
left inguinal hernia


Disability permanent: Yes, as regards military service


Recommendation:
Discharge

The transport Omrah returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and Sapper Liddall was disembarked sick to No. 8 Aust General Hospital, Fremantle.  The ship left Fremantle at 5 p.m. the next afternoon at 5 p.m. to resume its voyage.
Meanwhile he remained in the Fremantle military hospital until February 10 and discharged to the Military Camp, Perth for transfer to the 1st Military District, Brisbane.
The 5th Military District wrote to Base Records advising that two men were disembarked from Omrah vide this office W.7/8/289 of the 1st Ultimo, were returned to their respective districts by the Kanowna on the 1st inst.


 835 McLeod, J.A.    
Cyclists



6633 Liddall, W.S.
Tunnellers

Commandants concerned have been informed.








(Sgd.) R.E. [signature unreadable]









5th M.D.

Sapper returned to Brisbane and admitted to the No. 6 Aust General Hospital on 12 March, 1917 for ten days treatment.  He appeared before the medical board on 28 March and no evidence of recurrence of inguinal Hernia was noted.  Discharge recommended and sent to the Details Camp for disposal.

News of his return was published in the:
[image: image1.jpg]]

i
i

e

i

]





Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 12 April, 1917 as medically unfit.
Later that year he was listed in Electoral Rolls at 27 Cliffs Streeet, South Yarra working as a weaver with his wife and in 1919 they were at 13 Warr’s Avenue, Preston as a labourer and later at 19 Dalby Street, Northcote working as a blacksmith.

As he did not get to a theatre of war was ineligible for service medals.

In the Victorian Police Gazettes in 1920 he was charged with deserting his wife recorded as follows:
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Mrs Liddall petitioned the Court for a divorce from her husband with the submission published in the:


There is a record of a marriage at Narrabri, New South Wales in 1928 to Louisa L. Wright to Walter S. Liddall.

Walter Stanley Liddall, also known as John Dixon, passed away in 1970 aged 72 years in Melbourne.
His name is commemorated on the Mackay Old Town Hall Honour Roll.


© Donna Baldey 2023

www.tunnellers.net
Queenslander (Brisbane) Saturday March 17, 1917:


MEN OF ANZAC – WELCOMED HOME AGAIN


Several men who had left Queensland for the Front and had been invalided back from West Australia also arrived.  They comprised 6633 Private W.S. Liddall; 3693 Private J.J. Simpson; 3313 Private F.W.E. Valedaurtoon and 3125 Private S.L.C. Perrie.  The men were conveyed to the Military Hospital at Kangaroo Point in motors provided by the Automobile Club of Queensland and the Taxi Drivers’ Association.








POLICE GAZETTES VICTORIA


LIDDALL, Walter Stanley is charged, on warrant, with deserting wife Agnes Amelia Kate Liddall, 19 Dalby-street, Northcote, on the 17th ult.  Description: 22 years, 5ft 4ins, dark complexion, light brown hair, brown eyes, clean shaven.  Dressed in a grey sac suit and a grey felt hat.  Follow the occupation of a fitter.  O.15232 


25th September, 1920.





Argus (Melbourne) Thursday April 30, 1925:


DIVORCE DECREES


Kate Agnes Amelia Liddall, aged 21 years, of Dalby Street, Northcote, woolworker, petitioned for divorce from Walter Stanley Liddall, aged 28 years, on the ground of desertion.  The marriage took place on January 8, 1917, at Queenstown (Tas).  There is one child.  Petitioner said—Soon after our marriage I found that my husband was on friendly terms with other women.  He also corresponded in affectionate terms with his cousin in Tasmania.  In August, 1920, he took me to the pictures and gave me money to pay for my admission.  On going home I found that my husband was removing his belongings.  I asked him what he was doing.  He replied, “You mind your own business and the baby.”  A warrant issued for his arrest has not been executed.  A decree nisi was granted, with costs.
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