SAPPER OLIVER LEWIS

164 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Born in 1882 at Murrindi, (Gunnedah) New South Wales (NSW), Oliver was the son of Thomas and Elizabeth Oliver.

A single Railway Fettler of Wahroonga, NSW, he completed the ‘Attestation paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 2 August 1915, naming as his Next-of-Kin his friend Miss Margaret Styles of Wahroonga, NSW.

A medical examination the same day recorded that he was 32 years of age and stood 5ft 11ins tall.  He weighed 182 pounds, had a medium complexion, brown eyes and fair hair.  He was of the Presbyterian faith.

He signed the Attestation, and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 23 August at Holdsworthy, NSW, and was assigned to No.1 Company of the Mining Corps.  He was included in a November 1915 photo of the Company at Casula.
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Oliver embarked at Sydney with the Mining Corps on board Ulysses.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Following the farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  After a delay of about a month for repairs, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  
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The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  

The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

No.1 Company became the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company (1ATC).

In May 1916 his Next-of-Kin advised her change of address to: 


Margaret M. Styles, “Chudleigh”, Gillies Street, North Sydney.

In October 1916, 1ATC was working in the Ploegsteert / Bailleul area of the Ypres Sector.


The Company War Diary for October 1916 records:

“Bailleul

16th
Hill 63
dugouts – 89’ 1”





2 men wounded”

Sapper 164 Oliver Lewis was one of those men, his records recording that he was wounded in the legs by shrapnel.  He was taken to the 21st Field Ambulance for treatment.

On 20 October he was admitted to the 2nd Australian General Hospital with wounds to elbow, foot & buttocks.  

He was evacuated to England on Hospital Ship Jan Breydel on 22 October suffering shell wounds in ‘foot, elbow & stomach’, and admitted to the County of Middlesex War Hospital.  On 4 November it was recorded that he was progressing favourably and on 28 February 1917 his Next-of-Kin was advised accordingly.

Oliver was transferred to the 2nd Australian Auxiliary Hospital, St Marylebone Schools, Southall on 1 March 1917.  Discharged from hospital, he marched in to No.2 Command Depot, Weymouth on 12 March 1917. 

A Medical Report of 22 July1917 records:


‘Wound healed.  Foot keeps swelling in walking much.  Has to have boot cut’ 

It was recommended that he undergo further treatment at Georges Hospital.

In 17 September a subsequent report states:

‘Several scars dorsum R. foot.  Movement practically normal.  Some aching of foot.  Walks with the aid of stick.  No further treatment indicated.  Recommend discharge.’

Oliver left London on 4 May 1917 on board HMAT A28 Miltiades for return to Australia.  Disembarking at Melbourne, Victoria on 5 July 1917, and then travelled on to Sydney where he was discharged, at the rank of Corporal, from the A.I.F. on 4 October 1917, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.  He was granted a pension, effective from 5 October 1917, of £3-0-0 per fortnight.

Oliver married Margaret Minnie Styles in 1918 at St Peters Church, Sydney.  Margaret was born in 1886 at Argyle, the daughter of Thomas Helm and Margaret Jane Styles.


Oliver Lewis was buried at Sandgate Cemetery, Newcastle, on 25 June 1919 in the Presbyterian Portion, Section 7SW, lot 26.

Margaret re-married to Arthur Joseph Warwick in 1923 at Queanbeyan.  She died in 1965 at Queanbeyan, ACT.


Cemetery records state:

Warwick, Margaret Minnie, Maiden Name – Lewis; Fathers Name - Thomas Helm Lewis; Mothers Name – Margaret Jane.  There is a headstone over the centre of a triple-grave family monumental works.  The first name is Florence Elsie A. Styles who died 1955, with Margaret M. Warwick memorialised below. 

Arthur Joseph Warwick, born 1896 at Queanbeyan to Frederick and Alice Mary Elizabeth Morris (nee Austen) Warwick, died at Queanbeyan in 1980.


Arthur lies in an unmarked grave.
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Newcastle Morning Herald and Miner’s Advocate, NSW – Wednesday 25 June 1919:


FUNERALS


LEWIS.- The remains of the late OLIVER LEWIS, late of Swan-street, Hamilton, will be interred Presbyterian Cemotory, THIS MORNING.  Friends please travel by 11.15 a.m. train from Newcastle.  DAVID LLOYD, Undertaker. 


RETURNED SAILORS AND SOLDIERS' IMPERIAL LEAGUE.


LEWIS.- Members of the above League are invited to attend the Funeral of their late Comrade, NO. 164 SAPPER OLIVER LEWIS, late of Miners' Battalion.  To be interred Presbyterlan Cemetery, Sandgate, THIS MORNING.  Please travel by 11.15 a.m. train from Newcastle. P. VERCOE, Secretary.








Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Wednesday 2 July 1919:





DEATHS


LEWIS.  June 24, 1919, at 47 Swan street, Hamilton, Oliver (Twist ) Lewis.  Mining Corps, A.I.F. (Pneumonic influenza).  Quirindi papers please copy.








‘On the arrival of our troop ship in Alexandria in April 16, a party of some 120 out of our 1200 miners, with the wanderlust strong upon them, broke loose suddenly from our troop ship (Ulysses) as she lay at the wharf, rushed the sentries, and went careering like a lot of released school boys up the main street of Alexandria, making for the heart of the city.


Some bad sport, perhaps one should rather say, one sound disciplinarian, telephoned to the military police. And in due course the sappers were met by some charabancs driven by genial gentlemen, who offered them a lift. 


The offer was of course accepted, and presently the vehicle swung into a courtyard, the gates of which were promptly closed, and the sappers then realised that they were prisoners. One hundred and twenty of them were locked up in a building designed for a maximum of 60.  The sappers called it the ‘boob”.  The night was very hot and the “boob” threatened to become a veritable Black Hole of Calcutta. 


In the early dawn, an agonized SOS came from the military police to our ship to say that the sappers were tunnelling under the walls of the boob, and that it was tottering to its foundations, and would we send up a strong-armed party at once to hold and remove the prisoners.’


Major T.W. Edgeworth David














AWM Image ID A05272:


Liverpool, Sydney, NSW. November 1915. Group portrait of officers, Non-commissioned Officers and sappers of No. 1 Company of the 1st Australian Mining Corps, a New South Wales unit, prior to their embarkation on HMAT (A38) Ulysses, 20 February 1916. 





Sixth row: Pte O. Lewis; Pte A. V. Peirson; Pte J. T. Peirson; Pte M. Balken; Pte M. Conway; Pte J. Baker; Pte R. Dewar Junior; Pte W. S. Skues; Pte P. Murphy; Pte C. Duke; Pte A. R. Wells; Pte W. H. Waters; Pte J. Kay; Pte H. P. Sheppard; Pte C. Gates; Pte O. Parmer; Pte J. Kelly; Pte S. Munn; Pte G. Halloran. 





The War Story of Oliver Holmes Woodward, Captain, 1st Australian Tunnelling Company, Australian Imperial Force:





The Village of Ploegsteert from which the Wood derived its name will, on reference to Map No. 1, be seen to lie due North of Armentieres.  It was only natural that the British Tommy should pronounce the name of this village as Plugstreet and thus it was known to all Troops.





Plugstreet Wood was in outline very regular being a rectangle approximately 1½ miles long by ¾ mile deep, the greater dimension being East to West.  The Front line ran some distance from the Eastern edge of the wood then followed its Northern side in an East to West direction to the Western corner of the wood then swung Northerly to join the Yprès Salient.  Almost joining the Western corner of the Wood was Hill 63, so called from the fact that the 63 metre contour encircled the highest point.








The Canberra Times, ACT – Friday 5 November 1965:


DEATHS


WARWICK, Margaret Minnie. — November 4 at Queanbeyan, late of 67 Furges Road, Queanbeyan, dearly beloved wife of Arthur Joseph and loved mother of Ross (New Guinea).  At rest.





FUNERALS


WARWICK. — The relatives and friends of the late Mrs Margaret Minnie Warwick of 67 Furges Road, Queanbeyan are respectfully notified that her funeral will leave Christ Church Queanbeyan after service to com- mence at 12.30pm tomorrow Saturday for an interment in the Church of England Riverside Cemetery.


M. H. O'Rourke Funerals, Funeral Directors, Canberra-Queanbeyan.


Phone Queanbeyan 52


Canberra 42590


No flowers by request.











The Canberra Times, ACT – Monday 28 July 1980:


DEATHS


WARWICK, Arthur Joseph. — At Queanbeyan District Hospital, July 27th.  Late of 67 Fergus Rd, Queanbeyan.  Dearly beloved husband of Min (dec), loved father and father-in-law of Ross and Una.  Loved grandfather of Sandra and Amanda.





FUNERALS


WARWICK. — The relatives and friends of the late Mr. Arthur Joseph Warwick are respectfully informed that his funeral will leave Christ Church, Queanbeyan after service to commence at 3pm Wednesday, July 30th for interment in the Riverside Cemetery.


M. H. O'ROURKE FUNERALS


Canberra Queanbeyan


971052 972880


A.F.D.A.


IN MEMORIAM
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