SAPPER THOMAS LOUIS LEVERMAN

2388 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Greenough, Western Australia was the birthplace of Thomas Louis Leverman in 1897 the son of Frederick William and Elizabeth (nee Hackett) Leverman.  Military experience was gained from training with the Citizens Forces for six months.

At Geraldton, W.A. on January 6, 1916 the nineteen and a half year old farmer applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.  At Blackboy Hill near Perth, W.A. on January 15 Attestation papers were completed describing him as 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 56.8kgs (125lbs) with a chest expansion of 80-86cms (31½-34ins).  Pale in complexion with blue eyes and had brown hair, Roman Catholic as his religious faith.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination points on his left arm and a small scar on the inner side of right thigh, appendix scar on right iliac region and slight flat feet.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Frederick William Leverman, of Greenough, W.A.  He signed and took the ‘Oath of Enlistment’ at Blackboy Hill camp on January 15, 1916.

Basic training commenced as a Private with the 43rd Depot Battalion until February 1, 1916 then sent to Area 3 camp for further training to March 1.  He was allotted to the Mining Corps a day later and placed on ‘Miners stand-by Reinforcements.’  The West Australian recruits were sent to Sydney, NSW to join the remainder of the men at Rosebery Park on March 25, 1916 and placed with the 2nd Reinforcement to the Corps.  His rank became Sapper with the regimental number 2388.

The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  While at sea the following were dealt with by the Officer Commanding the Troops:



Crime:

At sea 20/4/16 A.W.L. (under 6 hours)



Award:

2 day’s F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment] 25/4/16



Crime:

At sea 29/4/16 Smoking on Troop Deck



Award:

1 day’s F.P. No. 2  29/4/16

The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Etaples marching into the Base Depot on June 1, 1916.

On June 24, 1916 he went sick to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) and returned to his unit on July 13, 1916.

A few days later disciplinary action was given for the following:



Crime:

W.O.A.S. [while on active service] drunk in town 18/7/16 about 9.30 p.m.



Award:

Fined 10/- [10 shillings] 19/7/16

Sapper Leverman was transferred to the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company on October 3, 1916.

Further corrective measures were administered for:



Crime:

Whilst on A.S. (1) Neglect of duty



Award:

7 day’s F.P. No. 28/11/16

He went to the 12th C.C.S. on December 18, 1916 with Bronchitis and was discharged to his unit on January 14 but returned the 12th C.C.S. on January 22 and was transferred on A.T.24 to the 8th Stationary Hospital at Wimereux with severe bronchitis.  He left Boulogne on February 11, 1917 on the hospital ship Cambria for England and admitted to the Middlesex Hospital, Clacton-on-sea with Lobar pneumonia.  

Base Records sent a telegram to his father advising him that his son was ill:

On February 16 was transferred to the Red Cross Hospital, Chesterford remaining a patient until March 3, 1917.  The same day his name was among those in the Casualty List published in:


He was transferred on March 14, 1917 from the Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Harefield to the No. 2 Command Depot.  While in Westham camp the following occurred:

Offence:
Westham 16/5/17 Absent from Tattoo Roll Call until Reveille 17/5/17 

Award:
7 day’s C.B. [confined to barracks] by Major Campbell 17/5/17


Total forfeiture:

1 day’s pay under R.W. 5/- 

He marched out to the Drafting Depot at Perham Down’s camp on May 26 and departed to Southampton on June 24 proceeding to France arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  He returned to his unit on June 29 and returned to the field two days later.

On July 17, 1917 he entered the 2 / 3 West Lancashire Field Ambulance suffering pleurisy and two days later was transferred to the 54th C.C.S.  On July 23 was sent to the 11th Stationary Hospital at Rouen and after three days was conveyed to England on the hospital ship Kay Ian on July 26 entering the University War Hospital at Southampton.

His father was sent a telegram from Base Records which read:

A transfer to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford followed on August 10, 1917 and two days later was discharged to the No. 2 C.D. at Weymouth arriving the next day.  He was relocated on September 4 to the No. 4 Command Depot at Codford.  Five days later he was sent to the Isolation camp with Scabies (a skin 

Irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) and returned to the Depot on September 14.

On October 13, 1917 moved out to the Training Brigade at Sandhill camp, Longbridge Deverill then proceeded from Southampton to France arriving at the A.G.B.D. in Rouelles on October 25, 1917.  He marched out for his unit three days later and rejoined on October 30, 1917.

He was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for twelve months service abroad.

Service continued until May 9, 1918 when he went sick to the 2nd Aust C.C.S. with Pharyngitis and was discharged to his unit on May 20.

Leave was granted on October 20, 1918 and while returning to his unit went to hospital sick to the 41st Stationary Hospital on November 16 before being sent for treatment at the 1st S.A. Hospital in Abbeville the next day.  He was discharged to Base Details with Influenza on December 7, 1918 entering a day later.  

On December 10 was sent to Segregation camp and arrived back on December 24 and marched out to his unit on January 2, 1919.

His company continued to generate electricity and supply and service small engines and pumps for water supplies for those rehabilitating their districts.

He entered the 50th C.C.S. with Influenza on January 29, 1919 and conveyed on A.T.19 to the 2nd Aust General Hospital two days later.  On February 16 was transferred to England on the hospital ship Jan Breydal entering the Brook War Hospital at Woolwich with Influenza.  

Base Records regretfully advised his father on February 27, 1919 that his son had been admitted to the above hospital suffering from Influenza, actual condition not stated and his address for correspondence to him.

Discharged to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on March 3, 1919 where three days later was released on Furlough and report to the No. 1 Command Depot, Dartford.  He left Headquarters in London on March 20 for Dartford.

Sapper Leverman embarked for home on May 3, 1919 on board H.T. Leicestershire.  His father was advised by Base Records on May 23, 1919 that he was on his way home.  His name was among those on the list published in the:

The ship arrived at Fremantle, W.A. (5th M.D.) on June 11, 1919.

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on July 28, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  He returned to work as a farm hand at Greenough, W.A.

For serving his country Sapper 2388 Thomas Louis Leverman, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company received the British War Medal (9030) and the Victory Medal (8990).

His name appears in several newspapers selling and buying Chevrolet cars:


The unusual circumstances surrounding the death of his father were reported in:


From 1934-1937 he appears as a member of the Greenough Rifle Club in competitions.


A Statement of Service was forwarded from Base Records to the Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission on May 28, 1957.

Thomas remained farming at Greenough almost all his life and in 1958 is registered at Chittering working as a farm hand.  He was at Muchea, W.A. in 1964.

Thomas Louis Leverman died on May 19, 1964 aged 67 years.  Burial took place in Perth in the Roman Catholic portion of Karrakatta Cemetery, section NA in gravesite 82. 
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The Daily News Saturday March 3, 1917:


ILL


Sapper T.L. Leverman (Greenough) seriously 3rd Occasion.





Geraldton Guardian Tuesday March 6, 1917:


PERSONAL ITEMS


Included in the 276th casualty list were the following local men:  Wounded:


Gunner E.W. Smith (Geraldton), Sapper P.L. Baster (Meekatharra) seriously, Sapper T.L. Leverman (Greenough) seriously third occasion, and Private W. Jones (Mt Erin).
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Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday June 3, 1919:


RETURNING AUSTRALIANS


The Leicestershire List


The military authorities, Perth have released the nominal roll of members of the West Australians returning Australia by the s.s. Leicestershire.  It is as follows:


2388 Spr T.L. Leverman.    							         Article abridged








Sunday Times Sunday November 30, 1924:


MOTORS AND MOTORING


Another Chevrolet this week for Greenough; in fact another two or three.  Mr T.L. Leverman got his first, a nicely finished touring model that looks as neat as anything on the road.   


       				Article abridged





Daily News Perth Saturday December 6, 1924:


NEWS AND NOTES


Messrs Skipper Bailey Co., Ltd advises the following deliveries for November:


T.L. Leverman, Greenough.							         Article abridged





Sunday Times Sunday December 7, 1924:





Eighty-seven further additions to the most contented list of owners the State proving beyond question that “Nothing Compares with CHEVROLET”.


43 T.L. Leverman  17/11/1924  Greenough.					         Article abridged








The Sunday Times: April, 1924:


NEW REGISTRATIONS FOR WEEK ENDING April 22.


From T.L. Leverman to J.S. Johnston, Chevrolet 4988.				            Article abridged








The West Australian Thursday February 28, 1929:


POLICE NEWS


GERALDTON MYSTERY SOLVED


Dead Man Identified


According to a report which reached police headquarters yesterday, the dead body which was found in Kane’s paddock, Rudd’s Gully, about five miles from Geraldton, over a month ago, has been identified as that of Frederick William Leverman (62), of Greenough.  When the remains were found by Alfred Joseph Cream, on January 22, identification was difficult owing to the decomposed state of the body, and it was thought that they were those of an aboriginal.  Subsequently, however, Thomas Louis Leverman, identified the body as that of his father.


An inquest was held in Geraldton on February 21, and, in the absence of definite medical testimony, the Coroner (Mr G. Leater), found that death was due to exposure, and occurred about last October.








Geraldton Guardian & Express Tuesday July 17, 1934:


RIFLE SHOOTING - GREENOUGH CLUB


A PRACTICE SHOOT


There was a good muster of riflemen on the Greenough range last Saturday afternoon when a practise shoot of 14 shots divided was fired over the 300 yard range.  The following were the scores:			


300      300     71


T.L. Leverman	  29	  29	 55								


Article abridged





Daily News Tuesday October 1, 1935:


RESULTS OF MATCHES


Complete prize list – The West Australian Matches.  These names are given in order in which they appear on the prize list.   T.L. Leverman 47;   		


							 Article abridged











