SAPPER JOHN LAWLOR
622 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Brisbane was stated to be the birthplace of John Lawlor in 1882.  He went to work in Broken Hill, New South Wales.
At the recruiting depot in Adelaide, South Australia (4th Military District) on 7 September, 1915 the thirty-three-year-old single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 171cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-92cms (34-36ins) and had a fresh complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination scars on his left arm.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  
Next-of-kin nominated in lieu of parents was his friend Mr McCarthy of Argent Street, Broken Hill, NSW and later changed to Mrs Kathleen Rawlins of 10 Boulton Street, North Adelaide, S.A.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day. 

Acknowledgement to the volunteers was published in the:
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Basic training commenced with E. Company, 2nd Depot Battalion to 30 September at the Exhibition ground then moved to the 1st Depot Battalion until allotted to the Miners’ Corps on 1 November, 1915.  They were transferred to Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW joining other volunteers from around the country to finish training as a Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 622 in No. 2 Company.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  
The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  
The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.
Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  
The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’
He went sick on 9 June, 1916 to the No. 3 Aust Field Ambulance with diarrhoea and admitted the following day to the Divisional Rest Station and re-joined his unit on 21 June, 1916.

On 29 December, 1916 went sick with bronchitis to the 10th Aust Field Ambulance returning on 1 January, 1917to his unit.

Suffering I.C.T. (inflammation of connective tissues) feet went to the 4th London Field Ambulance on 2 February, 1917 and discharged the following day.  On February 25 was admitted for diarrhoea at the 4th London Field Ambulance and transferred on Ambulance Train no. 10 from the 10th Casualty Clearing Station on 28 February to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital on March 1.  On 12 March was transferred diagnosed with acute enteritis to the 7th Convalescent Depot in Boulogne.  
A month later, on 12 April was moved to the 3rd L. Rest Camp in Ecault then marched into the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples on April 30 after “Marlboro Details.” 
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
3/6/17 A.W.L. from 9 p.m. to 10.50 p.m. 3/6/17



Award:

Forfeits 5 day’s pay and 10 days C.B. [confined to barracks]  6/6/17

He re-joined his unit on 10 June, 1917.

Sapper appeared before the Field General Court Martial as follows:



Crime:

While on active service in the field 2/8/17 (1) drunkenness




(2) knowing making a false statement


Award:

Fined £1 – 60 days F.P. No. 1





Period in arrest awaiting trail 24 days



Confirmed:
by Colonel C.E.R. Sherwood, Commanding XV Corps Troops 26/8/17

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving two years abroad.
Sapper returned from Leave on 21 January, 1918.

In trouble again the following was recorded:



Crime:

W.O.A.S. knowingly altering a document which it was his duty to





Preserve, in that on or about 17th August he erased from his paybook 





a payment of 60 francs made by Sgt McKeown



Award:

20 days F.P. No. 2, by C.O. 2nd Tun. Coy

21/8/18

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Further leave to England was granted and taken from 17 December, 1918 and returned to duty on 18 January, 1919.

While on leave the following occurred:

Crime:

W.O.A.S. disobedience of orders in that he in London when ordered to





report to R70 Victoria Station at 6 a.m. 31/12/18 failed to do so and 





remained absent until 6 a.m. 15/1/19



Award:

28 days F.P. No.2 by C.O. 2nd Tun. Coy on 19/1/19


Total forfeiture:
43 day’s pay

Was sent sick on 8 February, 1919 to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station with a social disease and five days later conveyed on Ambulance Train no.15 to the 7th General Hospital at Wimereux on February 13.  A transfer to England took place on 25 February being admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital in Bulford.  After 40 days curative care was awaiting orders for disposal on 19 March and marched into the Convalescent Training Brigade at Parkhouse on March 22.  Left for the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on 28 March, 1919 to No. 2 Group camp.
On 1 April, 1919 Mr C.F. Arnold wrote to Base Records from 19 Broughton Street, Glebe Point, Sydney, NSW anxious but asking kindly could they give him some information at which port he was likely to disembark and approximately at what date he was likely to return.
Base Records replied on 9 April, 1919 that were unable to give an idea as to when the soldier would be returning to Australia, as this matter is entirely under the responsibility and control of military authorities abroad.  When returning this soldier will in the ordinary course of events disembark in Adelaide, he having enlisted in Adelaide. 

Further punishment was issued when Sapper reported back to Sutton Veny camp:

Crime:

Sutton Veny AWL 2359 hrs 25/4/19 to 1830 hrs 1/5/19



Award:

12 days F.P. No.2 by Major Aitken 5/5/19


Total forfeiture:
18 day’s pay

A remission of forfeiture to the 1917 penalisation which showed 5 days pay part of award by C.C. 6/6/17 the forfeiture of five day’s pay was remitted by G.O.C. A.I.F. on 11/7/19.
He was also eligible for 15 days extra disembarkation leave on 30 September, 1919 through General List no. 24.

On 15 October, 1919 was admitted to the 1st Aust General Hospital, Sutton Veny with Influenza and five days later was discharged back to Sutton Veny camp.

After demobilisation Sapper Lawlor embarked for Australia on 18 December, 1919 on board H.T. Konigin Luise.  Base Records advised his friend on 6 January, 1920 that he was returning home.
This advice was returned unclaimed and possibly upon reading the house number incorrectly re-sent another letter dated 26 December, 1919 but this too went unclaimed and returned to Base Records.  
On 29 December, 1919 Mr C.F. Arnold wrote again to Base Records asking if Sapper Lawlor was on his way home now or could they inform him the name of the transport and date of arrival at South Australia.

A reply from Base Records was dated 6 January, 1920 and informed that a cable advice had been received to the effect that the soldier was returning on H.T. Konigin Luise which left England on 18 December, 1919 and is due to arrive in Melbourne on 31 January, 1920.  
The transport was expected to reach Adelaide about 29/1/20.  Letters addressed to him care of the S.O.I.&R.S., Keswick Barracks, Adelaide, S.A. would be handed to the soldier on arrival in Adelaide. 

His name was among those soldiers listed as returning and published in the:

The transport docked in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 2 February, 1920.  News of their arrival was reported in the:

The Adjutant General sent a note to Base Records on 17 February, 1920 to Base Records for investigation and report as to whether this soldier was entitled to the extra disembarkation leave claimed.
A Memo back from Base Records dated 24 February, 1920 to the Adjutant General stated that the soldier was entitled to the 30 days’ Extra Disembarkation Leave claimed, by virtue of the entries appearing in London Order 205 paras. 463 and 464.  Promulgation is not made in Part II Orders until the claims have been duly verified by Records Section A.I.F. Headquarters.

Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 27 March, 1920 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The Repatriation Commission in Sydney requested a full copy of his service records from Base Records which was duly completed on 14 May, 1920.

The British War Medal (10075) and the Victory Medal (10011) were issued to Sapper 622 John Lawlor, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

The War Service Homes Commission, Sydney sent a letter to Base Records stating that this soldier was an applicant for assistance under War Service Homes Act and gave his address as 15 Derby Street, Marrickville.  Base Records replied on 6 March, 1924 giving brief details of his enlistment, embarkation, return to Australia and discharge dates.

The District Finance Officer, Keswick Barracks, Adelaide requested a complete statement of service of this member showing forfeitures and reason of discharge.  It was required for transmission to the prescribed authority for War Gratuity in connection with an appeal against deduction of forfeitures.  This full copy of his service was prepared on 1 June, 1928.

On 19 July, 1962, Base Records received a Telegram from the Repatriation Department asking to be forwarded all service documents of 622 John Lawlor which was dealt with on July 24. 
His name is commemorated on the Broken Hill Barrier District Roll of Honour.
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Footnote:
There are no births registered in Queensland for a John Lawlor born 1882-1883.

The Sydney Branch of Repatriation had dealings with him in 1920 placing him there.

There is a marriage in 1920 for a John Lawlor marrying Ethel May King (born 1883) at Liverpool, NSW.  The Mining Corps were training at Casula camp, Liverpool before embarkation in 1915/1916 and maybe met Ethel then.
According to his WWI documents he was living at 15 Derby Street, Marrickville in 1924.

The couple, John and Ethel Lawlor, lived at Young Street, Pitt Row, Sydney working as a labourer between 1933 & 1934 and were at 15 Auburn Street, Pitt Row with the same occupation in 1936.
Mrs Ethel M. Lawlor died at Little Bay, NSW on 11 July, 1957.

John Lawlor died on 3 December, 1968 in Parramatta, NSW and was aged 86 years.  His age matches being born in 1882.  

Daily Herald Saturday September 11, 1915:


GONE INTO CAMP


Names of the men enlisted at Adelaide on September 10 and sent to camp at the Exhibition were: J. Lawlor  


Article abridged





Chronicle (Adelaide) Saturday January 17, 1920:


THE KONIGIN LUISE


The following members of the A.I.F. are returning to Australia by the Konigin Luise which left England on December 15:


622. Spr. J. LAWLOR, 2nd Tunn. Coy.							


Article abridged





Advertiser (Adelaide) Tuesday February 3, 1920:


THE KONIGIN LUISE


Carrying 1900 troops and their dependents, the Konigin Luise enter at the Semaphore at 2.30 p.m. on Monday from London.  One hundred and fifty soldiers and dependants were landed by the launch at the Outer Harbour by 5.30 p.m.  They were welcomed by Major J.J. Hughes and the Master of Port Adelaide (Mr R.W. Smith).	


											Article abridged
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