SAPPER AUBREY LAW
3318 – 1st Tunnelling Company / Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company
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Aubrey Law was born on 22 March, 1896 in Petersham, Sydney, New South Wales the son of Percy Cooper and Selena Agnes (nee Shay) Law.  He was educated at the Hornsby Public School with news of their concert reported in the:

He also sat for the Scholarship Examination and the Methodist Annual Examination with results printed in the:
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While riding his motor cycle in 1914 the following occurred and reported in the:

Military experience was gained from six months with the Rifle Club, Hornsby.
At the recruiting depot at the Board of Health, Sydney on the 18 November, 1915 the twenty-three-year-old clerk applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW on 1 December, 1915 and describe him as 176cms (5ft 9ins) tall, weighing 73kgs (161lbs) with a chest measurement of 89cms (35ins).  Complexion was fair with good vision in his blue eyes and fair hair.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination scars on his left arm and an appendix scar.  Religious faith was Methodist.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his father Mr Percy Cooper Law of Peat’s Ferry Road, Hornsby, NSW.  He was sworn in on 1 December, 1915 taking the Oath of Allegiance at Casula camp.
Basic training commenced with the 10th Reinforcements to the 18th Battalion.

During his training the following was reported in the:


He returned to camp and was allotted to the 4th Tunnelling Company who were training at Rosebery Park, Sydney from 10 May, 1916.
Meanwhile the recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of S
Sapper and the Regimental number 3318 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  


The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  
Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.


The Reinforcement proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot the next day.  On 12 October Sapper marched out to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field and attached on October 16.  On 26 October was attached to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company for training until 25 December, 1916 when attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company at Poperinghe, Belgium.

On 23 January, 1917 was transferred to the Aust. Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company.  

He went sick on 29 January, 1917 to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station with infection of intestines and re-joined his unit on 5 February, 1917.

He went to the 63rd Casualty Clearing Station on 31 July, 1917 with infection of connective tissue left ankle then transferred to the 7th General Hospital at Etaples on August 3.  
Was moved to the 6th Convalescent Depot on 22 August until August 30 and a day later went to the 11th Convalescent Depot at Buchy remaining until September 22 then discharged to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles with A class debility.  Marched out to re-join his unit on September 29.
On 26 November, 1917 was admitted to the 3rd New Zealand Field Ambulance with injury to right ankle then transferred by Ambulance Train no.18 to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital at Boulogne two days later being admitted with Synovitis right ankle (tissue lining lubricates certain joints during movement becomes inflamed).  Invalided to England on the hospital ship Jan Breydal being admitted to the Red Cross Auxiliary Hospital affiliated with the 1st Western General Hospital, Liverpool with injured left ankle and knee on December 5.
Was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford on 18 January, 1918 the discharged to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on March 26.
Sapper Law embarked for Australia for a change due to debility of D.A.H. (disordered action of heart) on 21 April, 1918 on board H.T. Suevic.  His father was advised by Base Records on 5 May that he was returning home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 7 June, 1918.  News of their impending arrival was reported in the:
The soldiers of New South Wales arrived by troop train on 8 June, 1918.

News of his Welcome Home party was reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 31 July, 1918 as medically unfit.
His Will was returned to the 2nd Military District on 7 March, 1919.

He was an usher at a military wedding at Hornsby described in the:

On 10 November, 1920 he married in the Methodist Church, Hornsby to Alma Shoebridge with their wedding covered in the:


For serving his country Sapper 3318 Aubrey Law, 1st Tunnelling Company / Aust Electrical Mechanical Mining & Boring Co. was issued with the British War Medal (46133) and the Victory Medal (45359).
Snippets about his occupation were reported in the: 



In 1930 he and his wife were residing at 98 Pennant Street, Ryde with his occupation given as Estate Agent.

The dissolution of a business partnership was advertised in the:

He was president of the Blaxland Road and District Progress Association with a meeting report published in the:

Contracts and work undertaken by his companies were also reported in the:


Many other Government contracts awarded, too numerous to record here, appear in the NSW Commonwealth Government Gazettes.

They were listed from 1943 onward at 392 Blaxland Road, Ryde with his occupation given as road builder.

The Sydney branch of the Repatriation Department requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 10 October, 1946.

In 1958 they were at Meadowbank, Ryde.

Aubrey Law died suddenly in hospital in London on 26 November, 1959 aged 63 years and registered at Holborn.  Family announcement was published in the:
Mrs Alma Law died on 10 October, 1974 aged 78 years.  Notice appeared in the:


REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

ALPHABETS

1928
A. Law

Blaxland Road, Ryde

1934
Law, A.

392 Blaxland Road, Ryde

Ph: Ryde 67
LETTERS RETURNED AND DECEASED
          1960-68
Law, A.

392 Blaxland Road, Ryde

notation: died in England 1959
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Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate (Parramatta) Saturday December 8, 1906:


HORNSBY SCHOOL CONCERT


The Hornsby School of Arts was crowded to overflowing on Tuesday night the occasion of the annual public concert. 


.... In succession a rifle drill by the senior boys.  The amusing complietta “Dummling or the Magic Goose.”   Most of the boys took the important parts.  In remarkedly good style Aubrey Law and Jack Hookham were quite equal to their respective roles.									Article abridged





Evening News Saturday January 18, 1911:


SCHOLARSHIPS – SUCCESSFUL


At the examinations held on December 1 and 2 last year the following candidates were successful.


Males: Aubrey Law, Cook’s Hill							Article abridged





The Methodist Saturday November 11, 1915:


HORNSBY – METHODIST S. SCHOOL DEPARTMENT – RESULTS OF EXAMINATIONS, 1911


EIGHTH ANNUAL EXAMINATIONS


The following are the results of examinations held on 6 September last.  The candidates will receive certificates.


DIVISION III Jack Von Hagen 64, Aubrey Law 67.					Article abridged





Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate (Parramatta) Saturday January 31, 1914:


CYCLISTS COLLIDE


Aubrey Law, a young Hornsby motor cyclist collided with Mr Morgan while rounding Smith’s Corner from Coronation Street.  He applied his brakes when he saw the man on the push bike but the machine apparently skidded.  The ordinary bicycle was damaged and the riders sustained cut and contusions, Mr Morgan being obliged to lay up for a few days.





Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate (Parramatta) Saturday February 19, 1916:


HORNSBY


BAD LUCK


Sergeant Aubrey Law, son of Mr P.C. Law, of Hornsby, has had the bad luck whilst in camp to contract acute rheumatism.  He was brought home last week.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged
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The Sun (Sydney) Wednesday 5 June, 1918:


LIST E. – RETURNING ON SATURDAY


The troops including List E. will return on Friday.  Queensland and New South Wales contingents will leave by special trains at 12.45 p.m. and 1.15 p.m. respectively for Sydney reaching Saturday morning.





Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate Saturday June 15, 1918:


“OF THE BOYS”


Private Aubrey Law, son of Mr P. Law, of Hornsby, returned home invalided from the war on Monday.  A large party was held by his parents at their residence in honor of his return.





Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate (Parramatta) Saturday November 1, 1919:


THE SOLDIER’S BRIDE


A military wedding was celebrated at the Methodist Church, Hornsby, on Saturday, 11th October, when May Camps, daughter of Mr and Mrs W.G. Camps, of “Omega”, Peat’s Ferry-road, Hornsby was married to Staff-Sergeant Walter William Miles (15th Field Ambulance) son of Mr George Miles, of Blackheath.


Bombardier Jack Hagen and Sapper Aubrey Law, both returned from active service abroad, acted as ushers.





Sun (Sydney) Sunday November 28, 1920:





LAW—SHOEBRIDGE


A smart wedding took place in the Methodist Church, Hornsby on November 10, when Mr Aubrey Law, son of Mr and Mrs Percy Law, of Hornsby, was married to Miss Alma Shoebridge, eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs A.A. Shoebridge, of Hornsby and Lindfield.  The church was decorated by Mesdames Johnson, Jeffries, and Brown and girl friends of the bride.  The service was fully choral.  The bride wore a lovely gown of white crepe de chine and georgette with pearl trimming and silver girdle, her satin court train heavily embroidered and a tulle veil (lent by her cousin, Mrs G. Moulang).  She carried a shower bouquet of white carnations, water lilies and heather.  A small train bearer, Dorothy Dawe, in white accordion-pleated crepe-de-chine and two bridesmaids, her sisters, Misses Vera and Jean Shoebridge, who looked charming in crepe-de-chine and georgette frocks, attended the bride.  They carried black baskets arranged with gold roses, larkspurs and delphiniums.  The bridegroom’s gifts to the bridesmaids were gold pendants set with aquamarines, and to the trainbearer a gold wish-bone brooch.  The best man and groomsman were Messrs Eric Ephraim and Edgar Hills respectively.


After the ceremony a reception was held at “Ethne”, lent by Mr and Mrs Law, where about 120 guests were entertained in a marquee erected on the lawn.  Mrs Shoebridge wore a black cashmere de sole and georgette frock with jet trimmings, and hat ensuite.  Mrs Law was attired in amethyst floral georgette with hat and floral horseshoes harmonising with the costume.  The bride travelled in a smoke-grey crepe-de-chine dress with georgette overdress embroidered in emerald green, her hat toning with same.





Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate Saturday November 26, 1921:


RYDE – AUCTIONEERS LICENSES


Auctioneers’ Licenses were granted as follows at a Court held at Ryde on Tuesday before Messrs J. Forsyth and A. Foulcher.


District Licenses were granted to: Aubrey Law						Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Friday December 30, 1927:


NEW COMPANIES


Companies registered in Sydney yesterday were:


Hickey’s Creek Sawmilling Company, Limited.  Nominal capital £15,000.  To carry on business of sawmillers, and to deal in timbers, etc. at Kempsey.  Subscribers: Aubrey Law, Roy O. Campbell, Florence Jean Brieley.  Registered Office, Sydney.





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales Friday September 26, 1930:


THE partnership hitherto existing between Aubrey Law, of Ryde, and Eric Vivian Ephraim, of Concord, trading under the name of “E.M. Merrett & Co.,” of 251 George-street Sydney, and Ryedale-road, Ryde, as estate agents, has been dissolved by mutual consent as and from the thirtieth day of June, one thousand nine hundred and thirty.  The said Aubrey Law shall take over and be responsible for all liabilities of the Ryde Branch of the firm situate at Ryedale-road, Ryde, as at the thirtieth day of June, one thousand nine hundred and thirty, and the said Eric Vivian Ephraim shall take over and be responsible for all liabilities of the City Branch of the said firm carried on at 251 George-street, Sydney, as at the said thirtieth day of June, one thousand nine hundred and thirty.  The said Eric Vivian Ephraim shall be entitled to carry on in the same of E.M. Merrett & Co.” at such place and places as he shall at any future time desire.


Dated this twelfth day of September, 1930.


AUBREY LAW   Witness to the signature of the said Aubrey Law C.R. MILNE, Solr., Sydney


ERIC V. EPHRAIM   Witness to the signature of the said Eric Vivian Ephraim.  C.R. MILNE





Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate Monday February 9, 1931:


INDIGNATION MEETING 


Mr Aubrey Law, president of the Blaxland Road and District Progress Association, spoke in support of the Mayor.  He described the tram trip between Ryde and Sydney, and said that such a journey should be used as a method to torture criminals.  The president and members of the Transport Trust would never appreciate the petition of the people of the district until they had to take a couple of trips from Blaxland and Lovell roads, walking to the tram and travelling uncomfortably to Sydney by tram.  He mentioned that the parlor coaches were warned off at twenty-four hours’ notice, just at Christmas-time, when it was impossible to get in touch with members of Parliament, Ministers, or members of the Transport Trust, who were all away on holiday.  He stated that a petition, signed by 1400 residents of the vicinity, had been prepared for presentation to the Minister.


He moved:


“That this meeting of citizens of Blaxland-road and district, ask the Mayor of Ryde to use his best endeavours to prevail on the Minister for Local Government to hear a deputation from the citizens on the matter of the restoration of the motor service.”


He said that the Minister’s action in refusing to hear a deputation was not the right attitude to take up.  The Blaxland-road and District Progress Association was preparing for a long-drawn-out fight.  Someday, he hoped in the near future, the march of progress would come into its own, and they would have a line of coaches running between Eastwood, Ryde ad Sydney.  In two years in the Blaxland-road district, eighty new cottages were erected by people who settled in the district because of the excellent service.  Mr Law added that he expected the support of several other organisations.





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday October 24, 1933:


NEW WORKS


Contracts have been let by J. Reynolds Winter to Aubrey Law, Ryde for two residences at Lindfield.








Picton Post Thursday August 8, 1935:


BARGO AT SOCIAL CENTRE – MR SHORTER’S VENTURE


An effort is being made to popularise Bargo as a select holiday centre, and a social and sports club is being formed on the estate of Mr F.S. Shorter, who has resided in Bargo for the past fourteen years.


Plans have been prepared by A. Parry Fielder, architect, for a [line blurred] room and residential quarters for club members.  This will be half-timed in construction, similar designed frequently seen in towns and villages of England.  The internal and external designed will harmonise and give the building a pleasing and homely appearance.


The contract had been let to Aubrey Law, contractor, Ryde.


In addition, a swimming pool 100ft, by 50ft, with suitable dressing-rooms in being constructed.  Five Excellent tennis courts are now complete.  Arrangement are also being made for a bowling green and other sports.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday December 5, 1959:


DEATHS


LAW, Aubrey—November 26, 1959 (suddenly), in hospital, London, aged 63 years, late of 392 Blaxland Road and Pennant Avenue, Ryde, loved son of the late Lena and P.C. Law, dearly beloved husband of Alma, dear father of Eric and Betty (Beacon Hill), Russell and Patricia (Salisbury, England), (R.A.A.F.), and darling grandpy of Warwick, Gregory, Richard and Victoria.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday October 12, 1974:


DEATHS


LAW, Alma Victoria, October 10, 1974, at hospital, late of Ryde, dearly loved wife of the late Aubrey Law, loved mother and mother-in-law of Eric and Betty Russell and Pat, loving grandma of Warwick, Gregory, Richard, Victoria and Robert.  Aged 78 years.





Part of the Hornsby Roll of Honor bearing Aubrey Law’s name


Photo sourced from Aust. War Memorial





His service is commemorated on the Hornsby Roll of Honour.








