REGINALD YORKE LANGDON

Captain - 3rd Tunnelling Company
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Reginald Yorke was born on 3 May 1884 in the Adelaide suburb of Fullerton, South Australia, the son of Edwin Nathaniel William and Susannah Emma (nee Hubble) Langdon of Avenue Street, Millswood, South Australia.  Newspaper articles give some information of his early life.

[The Way College, a boys school in Adelaide, opened in 1892 with William George Torr accepting the position of headmaster of the school first proposed in 1885 by the church of which he was a lay preacher.  

“The school had three divisions: the 'University' course prepared students for the public service, commerce and tertiary study; the 'Practical' section supplemented basic education with instruction in areas such as carpentry and horticulture; the 'Theological' course trained older students for the ministry. In 1899 Torr reported to the government on educational trends he had observed in Britain and other countries. With Methodist union in 1900, Way College was made redundant by the Wesleyans' Prince Alfred College. Way, which had seen 1100 boys pass through it, closed in 1903.” – taken from the Australian Dictionary of Biography website _ Torr, William George (1853-1939) by Arnold D. Hunt.]
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On 29 July 1915, Reginald signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’, stating that he was 31 years and 2 months of age and single.  A medical examination on the same day found him to be ‘fit for active service’.  He named his father as his Next-of-Kin.  He recorded that he had attended St Peter’s College, had obtained a Bachelor of Engineering Degree at Adelaide University, and a Diploma in Mining at the School of Mines, South Australia.
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At the Exhibition Grounds he signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 3 August 1915 and was appointed to the Base Infantry Depot.  

Reginald was 5ft 10ins tall and weighed 172 lbs.  He had a medium complexion, hazel eyes and dark brown hair.  He was of the Church of England faith. 

He attended the Non-Commissioned Officers School between 1 and 31 October 1915 and was appointed to the 13th Reinforcements, 10th Infantry Battalion on 1 November.  On 16 November he was re-appointed to the 8th Reinforcements of the 27th Infantry Battalion.  He received his Commission as a 2nd Lieutenant on 27 November 1915 and was appointed to No.2 Company of the Mining Corps.

Reginald was appointed a Lieutenant in the Australian Imperial Force on 1 January 1916.

Reginald embarked with the Mining Corps on board Ulysses.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one.  On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Following the farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  After a delay of about a month due to Ulysses requiring repairs following a collision with an uncharted rock when leaving Fremantle on 8 March, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.   

The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

During the forced stay in West Australia, changes in the personnel of the various companies were made.  2nd Lt R.Y. Langdon was promoted to Lieutenant and posted to command No.1 Section, No. 3 Company.  


On 24 July 1916 Reginald was granted Temporary rank of Captain while commanding a section. 

On 26 September 1916 No.1 Section officers were: Lt Langdon; Lt Grainger; 2/Lt Buley; 2/Lt Russell.

Temporary Captains, R.Y. Langdon and A.C. Morris were promoted Captains as from 1 January 1917.


On 1 January 1918 Capt R.Y. Langdon reported that at 5 a.m. a party of about 20 of the enemy entered our trenches under a heavy barrage, at a point opposite No.1 Post Hulluch Tunnel (Southern Tunnel Exit – No. 1 Post Map Ref. 36c. N.W.3. H.13c.20.70).  The N.C.O. in charge of the post withdrew his men to the bottom of the Incline & mounted the loophole in the traverse with a Lewis Gun.  The enemy was thus prevented from entering the tunnel system, and after throwing down a few bombs, which did no harm, withdrew, leaving two large unexploded mobile charges, one in the tunnel near the exit, and one on the parapet.  These charges were removed by 466th Coy Royal Engineers.

Reginald received his Blue Chevrons on 20 February 1918 and proceeded on leave on 7 February.

He again suffered scabies and was initially treated at 130 Field Ambulance on 18 March 1918.  Admitted to the 54th Casualty Clearing Station on the same day he was transferred to the 25th General Hospital until discharged to duty on 8 April 1918. 

On 24 May 1918 an audit board consisting of Captain A.J. Hillman, Captain R.Y. Langdon, and Captain A.C. Morris, were detailed to examine all books and accounts of regimental funds, canteens, cinema, barber shop, sports, Officer’s Mess, Sergeant’s Mess and other funds quarterly.

On 1 July 1918, Reginald again proceeded on leave to Paris, rejoining the unit on 11 July.  On 7 July 1918 Captains R.Y. Langdon and J.V.O. McArdell with Lieutenant J.B. Shaw MC were detailed to audit the accounts of the Canteen, Officers Mess and Sgts. Mess for the quarter ending 30 September 1918.

On 7 November 1918, the A.I.F. Educational Scheme began to take shape so far as it affected the 3rd Aust Tunnelling Coy.  Captain Chaplain, W.J. Gray was appointed Education Officer and an Education Committee was formed and detailed which included Capt R.Y. Langdon.

On 7 November 1918 Reginald proceeded on leave to Pair, rejoining his unit on 23 November.

By Authority M.S. /H/12187 dated 22/12/18, the following members of the 3rd Tunnelling Company were awarded the Military Cross for gallantry and devotion to duty in the field: -



Capt. R.Y. Langdon



Capt. J.O.O. McArdell



Lieut. R.J Cavanagh



Lieut, C.C. Shaw


On 6 March 1919 Major Sanderson left the unit on leave to the United Kingdom, and Captain R.Y. Langdon was promoted acting C.O. of the Company.

On 9 May 1919 Reginald marched out of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company for return to Australia.  He was granted leave with pay and subsistence for Non-military Employment from 29 May to 12 September 1919.

He was employed by the Board of Trade, Canal Control Committee, to gain experience in Locking systems and management of canals.

His leave was cancelled as from 12 August when the course was cancelled, and he marched in to No.2 Group at Sutton Veny on 28 August 1919.

Reginald left London on 23 September 1919 on board HMAT A11 Ascanius for return to Australia, disembarking on 7 November 1919.  A medical examination the same day found he had no wounds, no scars, had suffered scabies twice but had no disability. 

His appointment as an officer in the A.I.F. was terminated on 30 December 1919.

In an article concerning the Soldier Settlement in the Barmera area on 18 December 1920, the Adelaide newspaper, The Mail, names the resident engineer at Barmera as Mr. R.Y. Langdon.

In October 1920 he was part of a working bee that planted 200 olive trees to beautify the roads in the Barmera area.

In 1925 Reginald was working for the Irrigation Commission, Barmera, SA
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See also - AWM Image ID E02485: France 19 June 1918 - Group portrait of some of the officers (without hats) of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company, outside their Nissen hut quarters at Neoux-le-Mines. 

Back row, left to right: Lieutenant (Lt) J. B. SHAW MC; Lt D. WENTWORTH; Lt K. B. MOORE; Lt R. G. ASHCROFT MC; Lt R. DePASSEY; Lt O. J. STERNBERG; Lt C. C. SHAW MC. 

Front row: Lt W. R. JONES; Captain (Capt) A. C. MORRIS MC; Capt A. J. HILLMAN MC; Major A. SANDERSON DSO MC, Commanding Officer; Capt R. Y. LANGDON MC; Lt E. P. HORN, Adjutant and Quartermaster; Lt J. ROBERTSON.

The Advertiser – Adelaide – Tuesday 6 November 1928:


OBITUARY


Mr. Reginald Yorke Langdon, eldest son of Mr. E.W. Langdon, manager for Messrs. Walker & Hall, Adelaide, died on Sunday.  He was a fellow of the School of Mines.  For several years he was resident engineer in the Irrigation Department of Barmera.








OBITUARY


The death occurred on Saturday of Mr. Reginald Yorke Langdon, of Barmera.  He was the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. E.W. Langdon, of Millswood, and was educated at Way and St Peter’s Colleges, and subsequently obtained his degree for mining at the Adelaide University at the age of 19 years, later gaining practical experience at Port Pirie and Kalgoorlie.  He enlisted in 1915, with the Third Australian Tunnellers, and gained the Military Cross.  He returned with the rank of captain.  He was at Barmera for several years, but went to Siam about 18 months ago, where he was in charge of tin mines at Naihoot and Nawng-pet.  He was ordered home about five months ago.  He was a member of the Australian Institute of Engineers, and an associate of the School of Mines.  He took a prominent part in Freemasonry, and in addition to being a member of St Peter’s College Collegians Lodge, was Worshipful Master of Lake Bonney Lodge and the Renmark Chapter of the Royal Arch.  His wife survives him.





The Advertiser – Adelaide – Wednesday 1 May 1929:


INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS 


The Annual Meeting


At the annual meeting of the Adelaide division of the Institution of Engineers on Friday evening, the annual report will be presented by the chairman (Mr. A.A. Watkins).  It will show that the total membership of 264 shows a slight increase on the previous year.


During the year the institution sustained the loss by death of Mr. J.B. Labatt, who was a member, and Mr. R.Y. Langdon, an associate.








The Register – Adelaide – Monday 1 August 1927:


PERSONAL


Mr. R.Y. Langdon (eldest son of Mr. G.W. Langdon, manager for Messrs. Walker & Hall in Adelaide), left on Saturday afternoon for Sydney, en route for the Federated Malay States, where he has accepted a position with the Malay Siamese Tin Mining Company.








The Advertiser – Adelaide – Saturday 16 December 1893:


THE WAY COLLEGE


The Annual Speech Day


At the Victoria Hall - Prize List - Preparatory School – Division III: 8th R.Y. Langdon.








The Advertiser – Adelaide – Friday 8 February 1901:


Pilbarra, steamer, 3,000 tons, James Banks, from Melbourne.  Passengers included R.Y. Langdon.





The Register – Adelaide – Monday 4 January 1904:


CONCERNING PEOPLE


Mr. R.Y. Langdon, B.Sc., was a passenger by the Kyarra on Saturday for Western Australia, en route to Kalgoorlie, where he is to fill an appointment on the Kalgurli Mine in order to obtain practical mining experience.  Mr Langdon will be absent from this state for 12 months, and on his return will resume his studies at the Adelaide University.








The Advertiser – Adelaide – Friday 10 July 1914:


JUSTICES OF THE PEACE


New Appointments


In Executive Council on Thursday the names of the undermentioned gentlemen were added to the commission of the peace: - Messrs. R.Y. Langdon, of Wirrega.


Abridged





The Register – Adelaide – Thursday 5 August 1915:


CALL OF DUTY


Recruiting in South Australia


Wednesday’s volunteers	167


Men accepted . . . . . . . .	125


Week’s applicants . . . . 	624


Fit for service . . . . . . . . 	501


Enlistments to date . . . .     10,575


The Latest Contingent - The following names are of men who were sent into camp at the Jubilee Oval on Tuesday: - R.Y. Langdon


Abridged





The Advertiser – Adelaide – Saturday 29 April 1916:


BIOGRAPHICAL PARTICULARS


Mr. R. Y. Langdon


Mr. E. W. Langdon has received a cablegram from his son, Mr. R. Y. Langdon, who left Sydney on February 20.  It is dated Cairo, April 26, and says:- “Enjoyable trip: going on.”








AWM Image ID C04741: A 64 foot span steel bridge 'A' class, constructed across the Pommeroeuil canal on the Beloeil-Mons Road, Belgium, by No 4 Section, 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company, during the last fortnight of November 1918 and completed on 3 December 1918. The two figures to the extreme right: Captain R T Langdon, MC and Motor Transport Driver Rolfe of the same unit.








AWM Image ID H00057:  LANGDON Reginald Yorke - c 19 June 1918, Signed studio portrait of Captain Reginald Yorke Langdon MC, of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company of Adelaide, SA. A mining engineer prior to his enlistment on 2 August 1915 he embarked for overseas duty aboard HMAT Ulysses on 20 February 1916.








The Advertiser – Adelaide – Monday 3 December 1928:


PROBATE GRANTED


The Mercantile Trade Protection Association reports that probate has been granted in respect to the following estates: - Reginald Yorke Langdon, Prospect, £1,330.





The Advertiser – Adelaide – Friday 23 March 1916:


THE MINING CORPS


Melbourne, March 23.


Interest attaches to a military order acting forth the personnel of the recently formed mining corps dispatched to the front.  This unit is composed wholly of miners and experts, quotas being drawn from each State.  The officers are:- 1st Reinforcements – Lieutenant R.Y. Langdon.		        Abridged





Image cropped from a 5 May 1917 photo of 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company officers on the anniversary of the units arrival in France.





On 18 September 1917 he reported sick with his first bout of scabies and was treated at the 18th Casualty Clearing Station before being transferred by 5 Ambulance Train to the 20th General Hospital at Camiers.  Discharged from hospital on 2 October, he rejoined his unit on 7 October 1917.





Reginald enjoyed some leave in England from 27 October to 6 November.  








This image from the London Daily Mail of the period.  A similar image is on the AWM website as Image ID E01681, and is captioned: Hulluch, 30 January 1918 - Men of the 3rd Australian Company excavating a chamber in the chalk in the Hulluch subway system. The chalk was dug out with miners' picks and filled into bags. These bags were trucked along the gallery to suitable positions, hauled to the surface and emptied at night. In places where the chalk crumbled, the walls had to be revetted, as is seen on the left. Identified left to right: Captain R. J. Langton MC, Officer Commanding, No. 1 Section (holding bag); 1194 Sapper (Spr) D. C. Vecchia; 6772 Spr C. A. L. Robinson, all members of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company.








Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday February 19, 1916:


NEW APPOINTMENTS


The following appointments to the Australian Imperial Forces have been made:-


To be Captains:- James Arthur Pollock, Lieutenant (provisional) R.V. Morse, Senior Cadets.


To be Second Lieutenants:- Corporal James Alexander Reid, Corporal William Thomas Anderson.


To be Second Lieutenants (provisionally):- Alexander Sanderson, Vyvyan Christopher Bennett.


The provisional appointments of the following second lieutenants are confirmed:- H.E. Trousselot, V.B. West, R.Y. Langdon, W.J. McBride, A.L. Kennedy, B. Priestman, G.T. Crawshaw, J.D. Henry, H.W. Brown, D. Brigstock, P.J. Day, H.V. Seale, C.W. Whyte, P. Caro, J.MacD. Royle, L.G. Wilkins, O.H. Woodward, R.B. Hunter.


Promotions to be Lieutenants: Second Lieutenant E.N. Mulligan, L.J. Coulter, W.P. Avery, L. De J. Grut, J.F. Pattinson, H.E. Trousselot, V.P. West, W.J. McBride, J.D. Henry, P.J. Day, C.W. Whyte, and J.M. Reid.








The Advertiser – Adelaide - Saturday January 1 1916:


PERSONAL


Lieutenants R.Y. Langdon, A.L. Kennedy, and McBride, who have been spending their long leave in Adelaide, returned to Sydney by Friday’s express to rejoin the Mining Corps Battalion.








The West Australian – Perth - Monday March 20, 1916:


ARMY V NAVY


At the Fremantle Oval of Saturday afternoon a team of the Mining Corps challenged a team drawn from the officers and crew of a vessel at Fremantle.  The Navy team under the captainship of Chief Officer T.R. Ireland won the toss, and put their opponents in to bat first.  The wicket was in first-class order.  From the onset of the game it was apparent that the Army had it all their own way, the men being so very fit and because of the hard training they have undergone for months past.  The Army scored 63 runs, and the Navy only 33.  The Army field, as it was, marshalled under their captain Lieutenant R.Y. Langdon, fielded too well for their opponents to put up a big score.  The afternoon’s sport was under the patronage of Captain S.S. Scott, who occupied the vice-regal stand, together with Captain Sweetman and Lieutenant Tooth.  The attendance was very good.  Captain Chaplain Cue and Mr. Callum were the umpires.  Exhibition of motor cycle racing were given during the afternoon, and added greatly to the pleasure of the outing.








The Mail – Adelaide – Saturday 26 March 1927:


Barmera Tennis Club tournament presentation – present included R.Y. Langdon








The Register – Adelaide – Wednesday 7 November 1928:








Awarded the Military Cross


With reference to the award conferred as announced in the London Gazette on 2nd April, 1919, the following is the statement of service for which the decoration was conferred : -





Captain Reginald Yorke Langdon





For conspicuous gallantry and good leadership during the advances from 2nd to 16th October, 1918, through Hulluch, Wingles, and across the Haute Deule   Canal.


His section were engaged in removing land mines and traps, frequently under heavy fire.  It was largely due to his personal efforts (often working in front of the infantry) that all the mines in the area wee quickly rendered harmless.  Later on he constructed two bridges across the canal for heavy transport out of enemy materials.





The above has been promulgated in Commonwealth of Australia Gazette, No.30, dated 25th March 1920.





The Registe�r –Adelaide – Thursday 7 July 1927:


POPULAR BARMERA OFFICIAL.


Farewell to Mr. Langdon.


BARMERA, June 30 – For more then seven years, Mr. R.Y. Langdon has held appointment of resident engineer and district officer at Barmera, and has had charge of most of the engineering work done in the district.  The position was in its early stages, one of great importance, and involved extensive and intricate engineering problems.  At one time there was a large staff of engineers engaged under direction of Mr. Langdon, but with the closing down of the local constructional work the men were gradually drafted elsewhere.  The commission apparently regarded his services of more than ordinary value, for when three years ago he applied for a block, he was practically asked to withdraw his application, as he was needed for other work in the district.  A few weeks ago, Mr. Langdon was apprised that it was the policy of the commission to reorganise, for cutting down expenses, and that part of the scheme was the abolition of the office of resident engineer, merging control of the Moorook and Kingston districts with that of the Cobdogla area, and placing one district officer in charge of them all.  This had the effect of Mr. Langdon’s services being dispensed with.  In the district, during the days of soldier settlement, Mr. Langdon has been brought in contact with the settlers at all stages.


/Cont.





Cont./


He had to supervise their efforts in the beginning, deal with their requisitions when nearly everything came from the department, and when very little came from the department.  His efforts bore the stamp of a man at all times prepared to give everyone a square deal, commencing with the commission; and he is leaving the district with the goodwill of 95 per cent of the settlers.  When the notification above referred to became known, the settlers got up a petition asking the commission to reconsider the decision.  This was signed by more than 100 settlers.  No result came from this effort, and the local branch of the R.S.S.I.L. tendered Mr. Langdon a farewell on July 27, in the picture hall at Barmera, in the form of a public smoke social.  Few settlers or townspeople were missing, and the floor space was densely packed.  Mr. Horsburgh, a Vice-President of the association, presided, and was supported by the Chairman of the District Council (Mr. J.B. Anderson), and the local secretary of the Returned Soldier’s Association.  A special band of entertainers from Renmark, aided by local talent, contributed vocal, instrumental and elocutionary items.  Those responsible for the programme were:- Messrs. W. Joyce, E. Farmer, A.E. George, Wuigly, S.J. Moir, F. McBride and Fraser.  Complimentary speeches were delivered by Messrs. E. Sims (R.S.S.I.L.), J.B. Anderson, w. MacGillivray (District Council), L. Appleton (townspeople), A.T. Coats (Cobdogla), E. Farmer (Golf Club), H.T. Garde (Tennis Club), H.H. Coombe (Swimming Club), W.L. Cook (Loveday), W. Joyce (Renmark).  The Chairman of the District Council (Mr. J.B. Anderson) asked Mr. Langdon to accept as a token of the district’s esteem, a wallet containing £60, subscribed by all parts of the area.  He said the district felt it was losing a firm friend in Mr. Langdon, and all joined in wishing him God-speed and success.


Mr. Langdon thanked the donors for their splendid gift, and the kindness that had prompted it.  He said he had always endeavoured to do his duty to the commission and the settlers.  Apart from the townships, he had had the oversight of 130 soldier settlers and 50 civilian settlers, and it was no easy task to please everyone.  He had seen Barmera grow from a bush store to an organised settlement.  He wished them all a happy future, and trusted they would afford his successor (Mr. Shillabeer) the loyal support they had given him.


Mr. H. Lister thanked the artists who had contributed to the success of the gathering, and the company joined hands and sang “Auld Lang Syne.”











