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William George Lane completed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 25 October 1915 at Adelaide, South Australia (SA).

He stated that he had been born at Burra, South Australia and that he was 38 years and 10 months of age.  A Miner by trade, he named as his Next-of-Kin his wife, Mrs Alice May Lane of Corner Lane and Oxide Streets, Broken Hill, New South Wales (NSW).  The address was later changed to 142 Iodine Street, Broken Hill.  He allotted three-fifths of his pay for the support of his wife and three children. 

He signed the Attestation, and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 28 October 1915 at Adelaide.  A medical examination the same day recorded that he was 5ft 5ins tall and weighed 129 pounds.  He had a dark complexion, brown eyes and dark hair.  Distinguishing marks recorded were 3 vaccination scars on his left arm and tattoos on both forearms.

Found to be ‘fit for active service’, he was appointed to No.2 Company, Miners Corps at Casula, NSW.

William had his final leave from 24 November 1915.  He was promoted to 2nd Corporal 10 February 1916 and embarked with the Mining Corps at Sydney on 20 February on board Ulysses.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Following the farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  

The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  After a delay of about a month for repairs, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  

The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

William reported sick on 29 May 1916.  He was transferred to Ambulance Train 1123 and admitted to No.8 Casualty Clearing Station at Bailleul on 30 May.  He was then transferred by Ambulance Train 1085 and admitted to No.22 General Hospital, Camiers, with nephritis on 1 June.

Embarked for England on Hospital Ship Cambria from Calais on 3 June and was admitted to the 2nd Australian Auxiliary Hospital (2AAH), Southall.

A medical report by 2AAH on 20 September 1916 recorded his disability as chronic nephritis and noted:


The Report considered that the condition was due to Active Service and he was deemed to be permanently unfit for general service and for home service.

On 17 October he was discharged from hospital to No.2 Command Depot, Weymouth.

At Westham on 11 December 1916 he was charged with overstaying leave from midnight on 11 December to 9.50 pm on 12 December.  He was awarded a Reprimand and forfeited one days pay.

William returned to Australia on Hospital Transport Ulysses, leaving Plymouth on 13 February 1917.  

On 20 March 1917 his wife was advised that he was returning to Australia.

He was afforded a hammock berth for the voyage home, disembarking at Adelaide on 12 April 1917.  William was re-examined at No.7 Australian General Hospital, Keswick, SA, on 14 April 1917.  The medical report noted that he complained of pain in head and back and breathlessness and that he passes large quantity of urine.  He had to get up 4 and 5 times during the night.  It was recommended that he be discharged as totally incapacitated.

William was discharged from the A.I.F. on 22 June 1917, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.  The medals were never collected and were returned to Depot for storage in March 1924.  He had completed 1 year and 238 days service; 1 year and 52 of those days being on service abroad.

On 23 June 1917 William was granted a Pension of 68 shillings per fortnight.  His wife Alice was granted a Pension of 34 shillings per fortnight and their son Alfred Edward, 20 shillings per fortnight.

William George Lane's name is located at panel 27 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra.  He is recorded in the ‘War Dead’ section of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission website.

Alice May Lane died on 15 November 1919.

In September 1924 the Repatriation Commission, South Australia wrote to Base Records, Melbourne, in response to an August 1924 inquiry, advising that pension claim papers in respect of 619 Cpl. W.G. Lane had been transferred to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney.  The Sydney Commissioner advised Base Records in the same month that Alice May Lane had died in 1919 and further advised the address of Alice’s sister, Mrs. Eva Chitterham.

In December 1933, Base Records wrote to Mrs. Eva Chitterham of 142 Iodine Street, Broken Hill, NSW, requesting the address of William’s eldest son to facilitate disposal of war medals which had been returned to the Depot unclaimed.

Eva was the sister of Alice May.
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Barrier Miner – Broken Hill, NSW – Friday 24 July 1914:


ALLEGED ASSAULTS.    A SATURDAY AFTERNOON FRACAS


In the Police Court to-day, before Mr. C. F. Butler, S.M., Charles Henry James was charged with assaulting, and thereby inflicting actual bodily harm on Alice May Lane, at Broken Hill on-July 18.


James and Lawrence Irwin, William George Sparrow, and Benjamin Smith, were charged with, in company, as- saulting William George Lane, on the same date.


The charge of assaulting Mrs. Lane, was first dealt with.  Mr. A. F. Edwards defended all the accused, and Mr. Justin M'Carthy appeared for the Lanes.


Dr. M'Kay deposed that on Saturday night last he was called to see Mrs. Lane ; he found that she had a broken nose and numerous contusions about the face; she would be slightly permanently disfigured as the result of the fractured nose.


To Mr. Edwards: The injury might have been caused by a fall or any external violence.


Sergeant Dimond deposed that at 10.15 am. on July 19, he went with Constable Phillipson to the house of defendant ; witness saw defendant with dry blood on his face, and a cut under his lip; witness told him he wanted to ask him some questions concerning an alleged assault on Mrs. Lane, and he replied. "Good God, has it come to this?" he admitted that he was at Mr. Lane's place in Lane-street on Saturday; he admitted that he had a fight with Mr. Lane, but denied that he struck Mrs. Lane; he also denied going into the bedroom and striking and kicking Lane there ; he said that Mrs. Lane hit him with a stick.


Alice May Lane deposed that on Saturday last, about 5 p.m., her husband was sitting by the fire reading a paper; witness went out to a shop near by and when she returned she found that James was holding her husband, while three other men, named Sparrow, Smith, and Irwin, were kicking him ; she told them to leave her house; Sparrow and Smith left, but James and Irwin followed her husband into tho bedroom, and continued the assault; James appeared to be trying to choke her husband, and witness tried to pull him away; James used a filthy expression, and struck her on the nose, fracturing the bone; witness had since suffered great pain, and had been able to eat only with difficulty ; she did not hit James with a stick ; after being struck witness picked up a stick to defend herself, and chased Irwin out of the house with it ; her husband's shirt was torn, and his coat soaked in blood ; all the men were the worse for drink.


To Mr. Edwards: Sparrow stayed outside after she had sent him out ; Irwin, and Smith were not acting as peacemakers because Lane and James were fighting ; she was excited ; she did not use the stick till after she was hit on the nose ; it was not her husband, while using a stick, who hit her on the nose; she had been threatened with proceedings on account of James' sister ; she had received a letter from Mr. Edwards; she knew she was in the right, so took no notice of the letter ; proceedings were not taken ; she had no ill-feelings against any of the men.


To Mr. M'Carthy : A gipsy table was broken, and a sofa and bed damaged ; her husband was sober.


William George Lane deposed that he was an engineer's fitter, and resided with his family in Lane-street ; as he was reading a paper on Saturday his son came in and said, "Daddy, Mr. James wants to see you" ; James was at the front door, and witness went out and said, "Good-day, Charlie" ; James asked him what sort of a man he was, and got him by the collar of his coat ; witness told him he would give him in charge, if he did not let go ; James swung him round in the passage, struck him, and flung him down on the floor ; Irwin, Sparrow, and Smith then came in and they all assaulted witness while he was on the floor ; they pummelled him and kicked him from the front door to the dining room door; his wife tried to pull James off, and the latter struck her on the nose ; neither he nor his wife had been well since; he had not been to work since Saturday.


To Mr. Edwards: Witness had never suggested that James was not married to his wife, nor that his sister was immoral ; so far as witness knew James had no grounds for ill-feeling towards him ; he had done nothing to provoke ill-feeling ; he had no grudge against the other men, nor had they cause for grudge against him ; Irwin and Smith were not trying to separate him and James ; witness did not strike the first blow; his wife did not use the stick; she only threatened the men with it.


Robert George Lane, 13, son of the complainants, gave corroborative evidence.


James, who pleaded not guilty and reserved his defence, was then committed to take his trial at the Quarter Sessions, on August 10.  Bail was allowed - self in £50, and one surety of £50.


The charge against the four men together of assaulting William George Lane was then proceeded with.  James was also charged with using insulting words towards Alice May Lane, and Irwin was charged with unlawfully assaulting Mrs. Lane.  The defendants pleaded not guilty to all the charges.    Proceeding















































































































































The Register – Adelaide, SA – Saturday 25 July 1914:


COWARDLY ASSAULT


FOUR MEN FINED.


BROKEN HILL. July24.  


Four men were charged in the Police Court to-day with having assaulted Mrs. Alice May Lane on Saturday night, with having assaulted William George Lane in company, and with having used insulting words towards Mrs. Lane.  Charles Henry James, for having assaulted Mrs. Lane, was committed for trial.  Lawrence Irwin was fined for a similar offence.  Irwin, James, George Sparrow, and B. Smith were all fined for having assaulted Lane; and James was penalized for having used insulting words.  The fines totalled £45 15/.  According to the evidence, the four men went to Lane's house and attacked him, and when Mrs. Lane interfered she also was assaulted.

















Developed very bad headache, with scanty urine, at Armentieres with vomiting.


Removed to Knapsbury 4th June 1916.  Has been passing great quantities of urine latterly, bad headaches – cannot run – says has no venereal history – very slight acholic history.  Trenches wet and very foul when became ill.





William George Lane died on 4 May 1918 and was buried in the Adelaide (West Terrace)War Cemetery, South Australia, General Section 5. 21 . 44W.





Photo of headstone and Adelaide War Cemetery by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 














