SAPPER CHARLES NICHOLAS LAMBERT

5360 – 1st Tunnelling Company
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Born in 1874 in Barraba, NSW he was registered as Charles Nicoles Lambert the son of Charles Nicoles and Jane Maria (nee Singleton) Lambert.  Esther White became his wife when they married in 1897 in the same district and they had nine children.  Registered from 1903 until 1908 residing at High Street, Texas, Qld where he was a storekeeper and in 1908 his occupation was a scalper.  In 1913 they had moved to Taroom earning his living as a shooter.  He stated he was a Grazier in the Taroom district of Queensland in 1916.

At the Darling Downs Central Recruiting Depot, Toowoomba, Qld the forty-four year old applied to enlist for service abroad on February 2, 1916 passing the medical examination.  Personal particulars from the Application show his postal address was Post Office, Taroom, Qld and was 173cms (5ft 9ins) tall and weighed 77.2kgs (170lbs) with a chest measurement of 89cms (35ins).  The application was accepted and he returned on February 7 to complete Attestation forms.  Further information gives his vision as good and had a medium complexion with grey eyes and dark brown hair.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  His wife, Mrs Esther Lambert of Taroom was named as next-of-kin.  He took the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ to complete his enlistment.

At the 11th Depot Battalion, Enoggera camp, Brisbane Private Lambert commenced basic training from February 23 until May 8, 1916.  A transfer to the Miners’ Depot followed where he received further training.  On June 22 he signed a Statutory Declaration that his occupation was a miner in preparation for the volunteer’s relocation for further instruction to the Miners’ camp at Seymour, Vic. on June 29, 1916.  He was assigned to the September, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 5360.

On September 30, 1916 Sapper Lambert was one of 168 volunteers who departed from Melbourne, Vic on the troopship HMAT A23 Suffolk.  The ship arrived at Fremantle on October 10 and departed the same day.  The South African port of Capetown was reached on October 30 and after an overnight stay left the following day.  The vessel arrived at Dakar, West Africa on November 15, 1916 staying in the harbour until November 20, 1916.  After 64 days at sea the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on December 2, 1916.  The troops arrived at Perham Downs’ camp for further training for the front the next day.

The Reinforcements proceeded overseas on New Year’s Day 1917 on the S.S. Arundel from Folkstone and arrived at the Aust. General Base Depot the day after.  On January 13 he was transferred for duty to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion for two weeks.  

Sapper Lambert was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on January 27, 1917.

On February 9, 1917 he was taken sick to the 47th Divisional Rest Station with inflamed joints and three days later was sent to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with an inflamed left hip and back.  Two days on was conveyed on A.T.10 to the 2nd Aust General Hospital at Wimereux entering with Lumbago.  After a further two days it was decided to return him to England on the hospital ship Cambria which departed Boulogne on February 17, 1917.

Three days later he was admitted to the Colchester General Hospital with Lumbago.  

On March 8 he was sent to the 1st Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield Middlesex diagnosed with Lumbago in his lumbar region and feet remaining until March 28 when he marched into the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

He appeared before a medical board on March 27 which gave this report:



Age:


45 years



Disability:

Chronic Rheumatism



Origin of Disability:
December 1916.



Place of Disability:
Salisbury Plain

Essential facts:
Says he had pain in his back before enlisting but never stopped work for it.  Has been on light duties since trouble became severe in December.  Stayed with unit in France till February 9th when he was evacuated as he was crippled with pains, lumbar region, shoulders, left leg and foot particularly affected.  There has been pains in the regions ever since.

Causation:
Constitutional Tendency - aggravated 

Caused by:
Condition in active service.

Present condition:
Has pain in Lumbar region, shoulder, left leg and foot.  Foot is swollen at times.  Heart sounds are clear but 1st sound is accentuated in Mitral area. [Rheumatic disease of mitral valve]

Recommendation:
Discharge as unfit.  Change to Australia.



Disability:

Aggravated by active service and is permanent



Work capacity:
Lessened by ¼ (quarter)

Finding:
Permanently unfit for general service, fit for home service in Australia.   27/3/17.

He marched out of Weymouth Depot on April 6, 1917 to prepare for his return to Australia.

As an invalid he boarded the H.T. A32 Themistocles on April 27 at Devonport and the transport departed on May 4, 1917 from Plymouth for the voyage to home.   During the trip his condition remained unchanged.  His wife was notified by Base Records on May 28 that her husband was on his way home.  The transport arrived in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on July 4, 1917 and he departed for Brisbane soon after.

At the 6th Aust. General Hospital at Kangaroo Point, Brisbane on July 6, 1917 he was admitted for treatment of his Chronic Rheumatism.  A further assessment occurred on August 1 and the board found: 

Rheumatism pre-existing; Overage.

Recommended:
Discharge

Capacity:

½ %

He was released from hospital on August 3, 1917 to the Staff Officer of Invalid and Returned Soldiers Section for further processing.

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on August 15, 1917 on a War Pension which was forwarded to his Taroom, Qld address.  He was granted $3 (£1.10s) per fortnight and his wife received $1.50 (15/-) per fortnight and his children received the following as from August 16, 1917:


Lambert, May


$1 (10/-)    per fortnight



   Frances Ellen
75c (7/6d)  per fortnight



   Charles Nicholas
50c (5/-)    per fortnight



   James

50c (5/-)    per fortnight



   Willie

50c (5/-)    per fortnight



   Cecelia 

50c (5/-)    per fortnight



   Nicholas
            50c (5/-)    per fortnight

On March 22, 1918 the War Pension for Charles Lambert and his wife remained but for his family was cancelled.  Amended pensions for the two youngest continued as follows:


Lambert, Nicholas

$1   (10/-) per fortnight



   Willie

75c (7/6)   per fortnight



The amended pension list did not mention Cecelia Lambert, to whom a pension had been awarded in 1917.  Descendants of Charles Lambert advise that Charles and Esther never had a daughter Cecelia and it is accepted that this was an administrative error in the original pension awards.

The British War Medal (22291) and the Victory Medal (21651) were issued to Sapper 5360 Charles Nicholas Lambert, 1st Tunnelling Company for his service to his country.
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He is recorded returning to Taroom, Qld as a shooter in 1919 and by 1925 is listed at Cania Goldfield, Eidsvold, Qld, but returned to Taroom working in 1930 as a Billiard Marker.  From 1936 to 1937 they were at William Street, Wynnum, Brisbane and in 1943 at Cracow and still a miner.  Their residence was at Earl Street, North Rockhampton in 1949. 
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Charles Nicholas Lambert died in Queensland on March 14, 1951 aged 77 years.  The Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Friday March 16, 1951 published this notice:
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Morning Bulletin Rockhampton Wednesday March 21, 1951
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with the assistance of Joanne, granddaughter of Charles Lambert.
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August 12, 1916





FUNERAL NOTICE


THE Relatives and Friends of Mrs C.N. Lambert and Family of Dean Street, North Rockhampton, are respectfully invited to attend the funeral of their deceased beloved Husband, Father, Father-in-law and Relatives of the late Mr CHARLES NICHOLAS LAMBERT to move from our Funeral Chapel, William Street, THIS (Friday) FORENOON at 11 o’clock for the North Rockhampton Cemetery.


FINLAYSON & McKENZIE


Funeral Directors


CRACOW PROSPECTORS’ ASSOCIATION


MEMBERS of the old Association are respectfully invited to attend the funeral of the late Mr CHARLES NICHOLAS LAMBERT, of Cracow.  See Family Notice.


			F. BARNICLE.





Death Of The “Man With Gold In His Blood”


Discoverer of one of Queensland’s most famous gold-fields, 78-year-old Charlie Lambert, died in Rockhampton last week.  Twenty years ago, he chanced on Cracow while on a prospecting trip, and started what was the State’s last gold rush.


Lambert was a boy of 10 when he began his mining career on his father’s Golden Point sluicing lease in New South Wales.


From this, he prospected fields all over Queensland and became known as the “Man With Gold In His Blood.”


In February, 1931, Lambert, with his son William and two other men chanced on the rich Cracow field while prospecting in the area.


Once the discovery was made known the Cracow gold rush commenced.  A year later there was a thriving township on the Cracow field.


Lambert reaped little reward from his discovery.  After five years he moved on, prospecting at Harvey Range, North Queensland, lured on in the search for the yellow metal.


Besides his widow and nine children, Lambert is survived by 48 grand-children.





Gold nuggets of Charles Lambert





Lambert’s “Surprise” shaft at the head of the Golden Mile lease at Cracow in its hey-day.





The Lambert family plot is located in the North Rockhampton cemetery in Compartment C D, Roman Catholic section in grave nos. 39/40.  


Also interred are his wife Esther and sons Sunny and James Lambert.








OBITUARY


MR C.N. LAMBERT


Cracow Pioneer


The death occurred in Rockhampton last week of Charles Nicholas Lambert, 78, a prospector who gave to Queensland the thriving Cracow goldfield, about 32 miles south of Theodore and about 70 miles west from Eidsvold. 


Mr Lambert had been described as a man with gold in his blood.  He began life on a goldfield and, though often compelled to take up other employment for a living for himself and his large family, he invariable returned to mining.


He was only 10 years old when he commenced working on his father’s Golden Point sluicing lease in New South Wales.  It was there that he was married.


His next mining venture was Black Mountain, near Texas, on the Queensland-New South Wales border, and later conducted a store in Texas.  It was the days when supplies were brought in by wagon.


Later he moved to the Taroom district, where engaged in mining, shooting and well-sinking on the grazing properties.  Many of his wells were put down during the drought in desperate quests for water.  He worked on a Cracow grazing property, which in 1903 was abandoned because of drought conditions.


Mr G.K. Jeffrey was owner of Cracow when Mr Lambert worked there shortly before the First World War and did prospecting with his two sons.


FOUND REEF





When a half-caste Jacky Nibbs, stockman reported finding gold, Mr Lambert investigated and, prospecting along Boughyard Creek, located a reef which many years later became known as the Warrego.  He was unable to work it because of lack of water and he covered the reef.  He then enlisted in the A.I.F. and saw two years service overseas.


On his return to Queensland Mr Lambert was soon following the gold scent this time at Cania, north of Monto.  It later took him to the Argentine area, near the Burdekin River, north of Charters Towers, where he found good gold.  He became ill and had to leave his find.


Upon his recovery he returned to the Taroom district.  In February, 1931, with his son William Lambert, W. Ryan, and W. Reynolds, he set out for the scene of his earlier discovery on Cracow station.  After a few weeks’ prospecting they hit on a quartz lode showing prospects of being an outcrop of a rich body of ore.  The reward claim was called the Surprise.


News of the discovery spread rapidly and by May that year the rush had set in, placing on the mining map such names as Golden Plateau, Golden Mile and Golden Hill.


The township of canvas and rough buildings grew among the hills.  A small ball grinding plant, erected in February, 1932 gave proof to the value of the field and more capital poured in.





RICH RETURN





A township was proclaimed and surveyed, and a land sale in November, 1932, yielded £46,659 including £3,000 for one business block.  At the end of that year there were 2000 to 3000 people on the field.


Companies were formed to develop the area, the principal being Golden Plateau Ltd.


The name of Cracow was added to the mining statistics in 1932 with a production of 277 fine ozs of gold.  Production was stepped up to a peak of 32,068 oz. in 1935, valued at £136.2.6.


Up to the end of 1949 the field had produced 284,956 fine ozs of gold worth more than £1,500.000.


Mr Lambert, like many other prospectors, did not reap full reward of his discovery.  He stayed on the field for about five years before moving to Harvey’s Range, in North Queensland.  Later he prospected at Mt Wheeler, near Cawarral and eventually settled down at Dean Street, North Rockhampton.  He carried with him until a few years ago a leaf of gold he found at Golden Point.  He sold it for £50.





Mr Lambert is survived by a widow and nine children—Mrs T. White (Cracow), Mrs H. Swain (Taroom), Mrs D. Jounquay (Taroom), Mrs S. Hixon (Rockhampton), Mrs C. Breigan (Mt Morgan), Mrs F. Jounquay (Horner Bank, Taroom), Mr Charles Lambert (Taroom), Mr James Lambert (Toowoomba), and Mr William Lambert (Warwick).
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