SAPPER JOHN KANE

1055 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

John Kane was born on April 26, 1876 in Gawler, South Australia the son of Thomas E. and Mary (nee Reedy) Kane.  He went to the goldfields of Western Australia and was married to Marianna (May) Eleanor (surname unknown).  In 1914 their residence was 35 Troode Street, West Perth with his occupation as a blacksmith’s striker.

At the recruiting depot in Perth, W.A. on November 27, 1915 the married thirty-eight year old applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall with a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins) and resided at 35 Troode Street, West Perth.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Forms of Attestation were completed and describe him further as weighing 55.9kgs (123lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-97cms (35-38ins) and had a fresh complexion with blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination scars on his left arm and a mole on the right shoulder.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife May Kane of 35 Troode Street, West Perth and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  Swearing in took place the same day.
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Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps officially began on December 1st, 1915 and Private Kane was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps the same day.  The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 

On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:


On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Kane was assigned the regimental number 1055 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No. 3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training.  On May 13, 1916 Sapper was assigned to No. 4 Section and attached for duty with the 254th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers.

On his return he attended the Mine School Listeners’ Course conducted by the 1st Army and the following was recorded in the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company:

“Extract from examination results of Officers and Other Ranks, who have attended course at First Army Mine School, ending 5/9/16.





 Listening

Surveying

General Mining

Corp   942
Bayes
      
Very Good

Corp 1205
Wilson

Good

Spr   1251
Barsby

Good

Spr    831
Whitwell
Good

Spr  1055
Kane

Good

9/9/16”

He went sick to the 72nd Field Ambulance on November 22, 1916 with bronchitis and myalgia (muscular pain) and was moved to the No. 1 Company Rest Station on November 29.  He rejoined his unit on December 10, 1916.

The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field on December 18, 1916.

On January 4, 1917 Sapper Kane went missing in action.  In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following was recorded:

Sapper Kane was injured during the raid and suffered a crushed thigh wound to his right leg from a grenade and taken to St Clotilde hospital in Douai according to German records.

On January 15, 1917 Military Order No. 5 stated he was ‘missing 4/1/17’  A copy of his service was made for the War Pension Department on January 18.

His wife was notified her husband was missing by Base Records and the news reported in the:


Sapper Kane had been a recipient of Comfort Fund gifts from Kalgoorlie and was one of the signatures on the thank-you letter which was published in the:


Mrs Kane sent a Lettergram from 515 Newcastle Street, Perth to Base Records requesting any information regarding her husband.  Base Records replied on February 7, 1917 that since the cable message no further news had come to hand concerning him.  Everything was being done by authorities overseas to trace members of the Forces so reported and any definite information would be transmitted to her at her new address. 

A German list of Prisoners of War dated about February 20, 1917 listed names of the captured men and appears to have taken some time to reach A.I.F. Headquarters and the 3rd Tunnelling Company.

Meanwhile the Commanding Officer of the 3rd Tunnelling Company, Major Leslie J. Coulter had contacted the Red Cross Bureau for assistance in regards to the whereabouts of his men recent prisoners of war.  The letter reads:

The Red Cross replied back to Major Coulter:

 
The Red Cross contacted members of the Company in hospitals for any information regarding the prisoners captured and the following were recorded:

As a result the Red Cross wrote again with their information to Major Coulter:

It appears that Sapper Kane had been in Douai receiving treatment at St Clotilde Hospital on his leg wound caused by a grenade and was transferred on February 8, 1917 to Dulmen POW camp, Germany.

In the Red Cross Information Cards the following was recorded but date of receipt not marked. 


The Red Cross passed on the information to Major Coulter as follows:


Mrs May Kane received the news from the Red Cross which was published in the:


His name appeared in the Casualty Lists published in the:

Sapper Kane wrote several letters or postcards to the Red Cross advising on his health and transfers from Prisoner of War camps within Germany.  Red Cross Cards reveal the following:


While Missing in Action and presumed deceased his family had been granted War Pensions as follows: 



Marianna Ellen Amelia
widow (now wife)





Doris May


daughter



Mary Eileen


daughter



Kathleen Gladys

daughter



John Joseph


son



Leonard Thomas

son

When it became known he was a prisoner of war these were cancelled on May 10, 1917

Base Records wrote to Mrs M. Kane on August 22, 1917 officially stating that they received by post dated June 4, 1917 to the effect that Sapper J. Kane who was captured at Loos, 5.1.17 is now reported interned at Dulmen, Germany.

Sapper Kane was repatriated to England on December 17, 1918 and debriefed.  Leave was granted to January 20, 1919 but at his own request went to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on December 28, 1918.  

On repatriation to England Sapper was issued with the following Kit items on December 18, 1918:


Universal Kit Bag, Pair Boots, Drawers, Greatcoat, Jacket, Flannel Shirt, Singlet, Woollen 

Socks, Putties, Trousers, Jacket and Cap.  Hat Badge, Khaki Hat, 2 Collar Badges, S.D. 

Jacket and 2 Australia Titles.

At the Quartermaster’s Store in London on December 20, 1918 he was also issued with a pair of Woollen

Breeches.

Base Records advised Mrs May Kane on December 27, 1918 that her husband had been repatriated from Germany to England on 27/12/18 and gave his address for correspondence.

Sapper Kane embarked for Australia on January 18, 1919 on board H.T. Ulysses.  Base Records advised his wife on February 5, 1919 that he was on his way home.  

His name was listed in the W.A. Roll of Honour and Returning Soldiers List published in the: 


The ship docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on February 24, 1919 and were sent to the Quarantine Station at Woodman’s Point.  News of the arrival was reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Perth, (5th M.D.) on April 17, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

In the After War Summary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company a small report of the incident and their time in Germany was recorded as follows:

“In February, 1918, it was reported that these men were at Gefangenenlager Dulmen in Westphalia.  The Aust. Branch of Red Cross Society sent comfort parcels & the Company Canteen Fund supplemented this with 50 francs per month.  All these men were sent back to England after the signing of the Armistice on 11/11/18, except Sapper G. Clingin, who died at Chemitz, Germany on 31/10/18 11days before the Armistice.


These prisoners, on their return, gave reports of having received bad treatment in Germany where they were compelled to work in unhealthy mines and under most uncomfortable conditions.

3rd Australian Tunnelling Company

Prisoners of War

	No.
	Rank
	Name
	Date Taken
	Locality

	1310
	Sapper
	Vick, H.
	6/1/17
	Loos

	1055
	“
	Kane, J
	“
	“

	983
	“
	Dixon, J
	“
	“

	4300
	“
	Clingin, G
	“
	Died early in Nov. 1918 at Chemnitz

	4412
	“
	McCracken, A
	“
	“

	5023
	“
	McPherson, C
	“
	“

	4351
	“
	Hartley, J.M.
	“
	“


The Military Finance Secretary wrote to Base Records on December 9, 1919 requesting the District of Enlistment for the soldier.  Records replied the next day his enlistment was the 5th Military District.

He returned to reside at 35 Troode Street, West Perth to work as a Blacksnith’s Striker.  

The British War Medal (8144) and the Victory Medal (8110) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 1055 John Kane, 3rd Tunnelling Company.

In 1925 their residence was 71 Gloster Street, Subiaco with the same occupation.  The following year they were at 81 Gloster Street where they remained until 1940.

His wife died on December 27, 1940 aged 65 years.  Family notices and arrangements were published in the:

In 1943 John was at 142 Shakespeare Street, Leederville and retired.  2 Spinoza Street, Maylands was his address in 1949 and in 1958 he was living at 39 Third Avenue, Mt Lawley.

John Kane, late of Hilton Park, passed away on March 29, 1964 aged 86 years.  Cremation took place at Karrakatta Crematorium and both their ashes were dispersed in Karrakatta Cemetery.
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No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


   The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….J Kane


Article abridged








“On 5/1/17 hostile raiding parties entered our lines carrying mobile charges.  About 46 prisoners of the 8th Buffs 24th Division and 7 Australian sappers (4 listeners returning through trenches from Front Line Galleries to billets & unconscious of the raid & 3 mine rescue men in proto house) were made prisoners.  The Infantry sentries on the shafts were caught napping and made prisoners before they could alarm the Tunnellers down below in the mines.  After this raid the Tunnellers seldom trusted the Infantry but usually posted their own sentries when working from front line shafts.  No 21 Shaft was destroyed by a mobile charge.  The entrance of the mine rescue station was crumped in, and Listening Gallery No 11 in the front line was destroyed.  Four mobile charges were placed in Seaforth Shaft, but they did not explode.  (Vide Report & Map)  





Appendix 1.a Jan. 17).


The seven sappers taken prisoners were: -


1310  Spr Vick, H.


 983    “   Dickson, F.   [Dixon]


4351   “   Hartley, J.M.


4300   “   Clingin, G.


1055   “   Kane, J.


5023   “   McPherson, C.


4412   “   McCracken, A.”








West Australian Saturday January 27, 1917:


WAR CASUALTIES


Mrs J. Kane, of West Perth, has received word that her husband Sapper J. Kane of No. 3 Company, Miners’ Corps is reported missing.








Western Argus Tuesday February 6, 1917:


GIFTS FOR FIRING LINE


WOMEN’S CLUB THANKED


Mrs R.M Jordan, secretary of the Goldfields Women’s Club, has received the following acknowledgement, written in the firing line, France, on November 20, from Sergeant Fred. Thompson, on behalf of his section—“Once again I have to thank your club for a parcel of gifts containing socks, cigarettes, soap, mittens, writing paper etc.  The gits were distributed by ballot this afternoon under the supervision of Corporal John McKenzie, and the signatures of the recipients are attached.  Following are the signatures—J. Kane		


		Article abridged








The Secretary,


Wounded & Missing Bureau,


Aust Branch B.R.C.S.


54 Victoria Street,


LONDON S.W.





Dear Miss Deakin,


   Thanks very much for your information regarding my men, who were off duty & asleep in a dugout when collard by Bosche.  There is still one missing, however, No. 1055 Sapper KANE, J., I wish you would endeavour to trace him.


  The Company will send 50 francs monthly to you, which will doubtless be increased by contributions through us or direct to you from members of the Company.


  You have notified the Next of Kin, I presume.  The correct number of Sapper George Clingin is 4300.


		With kindest regards and hopes that the new flat is up to expectation.


					Yours sincerely, 


						L.J Coulter,


						  Major, O.C. 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company








28th February, 1917


Major L.J. Coulter D.S.O.


    O/C 3rd Aust Tunnelling Coy,


       B.E.F.





Dear Major Coulter,


	Very many thanks for your generous promise of 50 Francs monthly from the Company towards the support of its members captive in Germany.  Unfortunately we have not been able to obtain any information to date regarding 1055 Spr J. Kane, but have noted your name as an inquirer and hope soon to forward you good news of him. 


(continued)








(continued)


All information we obtain about missing men went out to our Melbourne Bureau as a matter of course, whether we have received Australian inquiries or no.


	We have inquiries for most of your missing men, therefore have cabled the replies in these instances.


 As to our worrying you everytime we want information about the tunnellers I shall only be too delighted to do so, but hope you will not regret your kind offer.


	  The Flat is stunning!


					With kind regards from the Office.


						Yours sincerely,


								Secretary








A.I.F.  3rd Tunnelling Corps        KANE, Spr J. 1055


M/Jany 4th, 1917


I can tell you what we are sure happened, but no one could have been an eye witness other than the men concerned.  He and others of the same Coy were in a proto dugout when Fritz came over and dropped smoke bombs down on them, compelling them to come out, and as they did so made prisoners of them.  Immediately after it happened I with others, went over and could find no trace of them in the dugout, but we found remains of smoke bombs everywhere, so that I feel certain our deduction is correct.  I knew him personally.  We both came from Perth, W.A.


			Reference:		Burley, Spr  O.E. 940, 3 Tun Co.


							No. 4 General     Etaples 24.2.17





A.I.F. 3rd Tunnelling Co.     	KANE, Spr J. 1055	     France


M/Jany 4th, 1917


Five or six of his coy were smoked out of a proto dugout, and it was thought he was amongst them.  Luckily for him, he was away in another one at the time – “Gordon Slant” proto dugout, testing gas. 


I saw the others, and some infantry – about fifty in all – being marched into the German trenches as prisoners.


I am not sure, but think he is still with his Coy.


				Reference:	Baster, R.L. 4070, 3rd Tun Co.


							Liverpool Hospital, Etaples 26.2.17





A.I.F. 3rd Tunnelling Company        KANE, Spr, J. 1055


M/Jany 4th, 1917


He was in a proto dugout, testing gas at Loos.  As he was never seen again, the general opinion is he was smoked out and made a P/W.


			Reference:	Dalgleish, A.M. 4308, 3rd T. Coy.


							No. 7 Can Gen Hosp. Etaples 14.3.17








March 9th, 1917


Major L.J. Coulter, D.S.O.


3rd Australian Tunnelling Coy,


	B.E.F.


Dear Sir,


  We are now in receipt of an unofficial report about No. 1055 Sapper J. Kane, 3rd Tunnelling Coy, A.I.F. which we regret throw little fresh light upon his fate.


  Informant states that Sapper Kane with others were in a dug-out when the enemy dropped smoke bombs down on them thereby compelling them to come out, and making them prisoners as they did so.  Immediately afterwards informant with others made unsuccessful efforts to find the party, and concluded that they had been taken prisoners.  Sapper Kane’s name has not yet come through on a German list, but we shall notify you immediately, should it do so.


								Yours faithfully,


										Secretary.








A.I.F. 3rd Tunnelling Coy					         KANE


										       Spr J.  1055


“Missing 4-1-17 Loos”


		Prisoner of War –


			Interned – Gef: Dulmen from Douai – Grenade wound leg


			Cert by German List dated 20-2-17








March 26th, 1917


Major L.J. Coulter,


O/C 3rd Australian Tunnelling Coy


  B.E.F.


Dear Major Coulter,


   We now have received news that 1055 Sapper J. Kane for whom you were enquiring is a prisoner of war in Germany.  His address is as follows:


				1055 Sapper J. Kane


				  3rd Australian Tunnelling Coy


				     Gefangenenlager


					Dulmen, Germany


   This was certified by a German list dated 20.2.17.  We at once will send him a parcel of food and comforts and as soon as we can obtain the measurements we shall forward a new outfit of boots and clothing as is done in the case of all prisoners.


   Should we learn again of any change in his address we shall at once advise you.


									Yours faithfully,		


											Secretary.





West Australians Saturday April 14, 1917:


WAR CASUALTIES


Mrs Kane, 515 Newcastle-street, West Perth has received word through the Red Cross and also a cable message from Major Coultier, that her husband, Sapper J. Kane, of No. 3 Tunnelling Company, who as reported missing on January 4, is a prisoner of war in Dulmen, Germany.








Daily News Tuesday May 1, 1917:


PRISONER OF WAR


Sapper J. Kane, Perth, and wounded, previously reported missing.








Western Argus Tuesday May 8, 1917:


AUSTRALIANS IN ACTION


ROLL OF HONOUR – CASUALTY LIST


Perth, April 30.


PRISONER OF WAR


	Spr J. Kane Prisoner of War and Wounded, previously reported missing	


		Article abridged








3rd Tunn Coy,								Kane	


 		 A.I.F.								      John, 1055	


“Prisoner of War”


		Transferred Minden from Dulmen


			Cert. by German List dated 20.9.17





3rd Tunnelling Coy,							Kane


     		 A.I.F.								    Spr John 1055


“Prisoner of War”


		Interned Dulmen – “I am quite well”


			Cert from Post-Card from man dated 12.8.17


London 18.9.17





3rd Tunn Coy,								KANE,


		A.I.F.								    Spr John 1055





 “Prisoner of War”


			Interned Minden.


			  “I am enjoying good health.”


		Cert. By Extract from letter received from man dated 21.12.17


London


12.2.18








Kalgoorlie Miner Friday February 21, 1919:


WESTERN AUSTRALIANS ROLL OF HONOUR


CASUALTY LIST No. 457


	1055 Spr John Kane, Perth, Wounded			


				Article abridged








Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday February 22, 1919:


RETURNING AUSTRALIANS


	1055 Spr J. Kane									


Article abridged








Western Mail Friday February 28, 1919:


COMING HOME


TROOPSHIP ULYSSES ARRIVES


INFLUENZA ON BOARD


The troopship Ulysses arrived at Fremantle at half-past 11 o’clock on Monday morning from the United Kingdom.  Sixteen soldiers from the Eastern States were suffering from influenza in a mild form, and these, together with the Western Australian contacts, to the number of 133 comprising one nursing sister, five officers, and 126 other ranks, were landed at Woodman’s Point.  The Ulysses proceeded to the Eastern States at 5 o’clock in the afternoon.








West Australian Monday December 30, 1940:


DEATHS


KANE—On December 27, 1940, at Subiaco, Marianna Eleanor (May), loving sister of P.J. Johnston (Maylands).


She was one of the best.





KANE—On December 27, 1940, suddenly, at her residence, 81 Gloster-street, Subiaco, dearly loved friend of Mr and Mrs O’Neil.  At Rest.





FUNERAL NOTICES


KANE—The Friends of Mr John Kane, of 81 Gloster-street, Subiaco and Loco Workshops, are respectfully informed that the Church of England Service will be conducted for his late dearly beloved wife, Marianna Eleanor, in the Crematorium Chapel, Karrakatta, THIS (Monday) MORNING.  The Funeral will leave her late residence, 81 Gloster-street, Subiaco, at 9.45 o’clock.  Connecting train will leave Perth at 9.35 o’clock.


PROSSER, SCOTT & CO LTD Undertakers


Subiaco, Leederville, Fremantle Cottesloe





HAWTHORN LODGE No 318 U.A.O.D.


KANE—The Officers and Members of the above Lodge are respectfully requested to attend the Crematorium Service for the late Mrs Marianna Kane, dearly loved wife of P.A. Bro John Kane, sen., and mother of P.A. Bro John Kane, jun.  The Funeral will arrive at the Karrakatta Crematorium, THIS (Monday) MORNING at 10 o’clock.  Members attending may proceed by the 9.35 o’clock train from Perth.


									E. SAMPEY, A.D.


									H.W. GIBSON, Secretary.











