SAPPER CYRIL NORMAN JULIUS

6933 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Cyril Norman Julius was born in Stanwell, Queensland on March 3, 1892 the son of Stanford Percy and Janet Christina (nee Armstrong) Julius. In 1913 he was a labourer working at 75½mile Q.C.R., Duaringa, Qld but his permanent address was Curra, via Gympie, Qld.  He had suffered consumption in infancy and also had previously been rejected for service due to defective teeth.

At twenty-four years of age the unmarried lineman enlisted at Central District Central Recruiting Depot in Rockhampton. Qld on November 24, 1916 and passed the medical examination.  A notation states he required dental treatment.  Forms of Attestation were completed which reveal he was 186cms (6ft 1in) tall and weighed 77.2kgs (170lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-99cms (37-39ins).  Fresh was his complexion with brown eyes that tested to good vision and brown hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin was his father Mr Stanford Percy Julius of Curra, via Gympie, Qld.  Swearing in took place the same day.

Acknowledgement to the volunteers was published in The Capricornian on December 2, 1916:

[image: image1.jpg]



At Enoggera camp, Brisbane number Q16363 Private Julius undertook basic training initially in the Unallotted Group until December 18, 1916 and was placed with ‘B Coy’ at the 11th Depot Battalion for further training concluding on January 12, 1917.  Additional training continued with the 9th Reinforcements to the 4th Pioneer Battalion until January 30 and final Home Leave was taken during his training period before he was sent to the Miners’ Depot (1st Military District) that day.  Secondary training began on February 3, 1917 at the Miners’ camp in Seymour, Vic with the February, 1917 Reinforcements in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 6933 finishing on February 27 when he joined with the Tunnelling Reinforcements for service abroad.  In preparation for departure he made a Will which was filed by the Sergeant for Base Records.

The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Julius left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth.  They marched into the No. 1 and 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France via Southampton on August 18, 1917 and arrived at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.    

On September 9, 1917 he was assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Sapper Julius was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on November 30, 1917.

He was taken sick to the 15th Aust Field Ambulance on February 23, 1918 suffering from Frostbite and transferred to the 15th Field Ambulance Rest Station.  On March 1, 1918 was sent to the 14th A.F.A. for Frostbite and was discharged to rejoin his unit on March 21 and arrived the next day but not taken on strength until April 27.  During this period his Blue Chevrons were due for one year’s service.

His service remained uneventful suffering no injuries or wounds.  He proceeded on Leave on August 18, 1918 and returned on September 4.  A week later went to the 11th A.F.A. and admitted with Measles but transferred to the 53rd Casualty Clearing Station for several days.  He was conveyed on A.T.19 to the 53rd Stationary Hospital at Havre on September 16 entering with Rose Measles.  He was discharged to the 1st Aust Corps Depot, A.G.B.D. in Rouelles on October 17, 1918 returning to his unit on October 28 and rejoined them on November 2nd, 1918.  

Nine days later Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area with roads, bridges and drainage.

On April 3, 1919 he was recalled to the Base Depot to prepare to return to England and they marched out to depart on April 10.  Crossing the English Channel returned to the No. 1 Group camp at Deverill.

The H.T. Aeneas departed England on May 31, 1919 with Sapper Julius on board for the return voyage to Australia.  His father was advised by Base Records on June 26, 1919 of his impending return.  The ship arrived in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on July 12, 1919 and he departed for Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.)

At the 6th Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point, Brisbane on July 14, 1919 an assessment of any disability from the war was taken and there being none, was recommended for demobilisation.

Military Discharge was received in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on August 13, 1919.  On October 27, 1919 a copy of his Will was forwarded to the Assistant Adjutant General, in Brisbane to be filed.

Sapper 6933 Cyril Norman Julius, 1st Tunnelling Company was entitled to wear the British War Medal (28010) and the Victory Medal (27697) for serving his country,

He married on December 27, 1923 to Margaret Mary O’Dea in Queensland and in 1925 they were residing at Curra, via Gympie where he worked as a Labourer.

They are registered in 1936 and 1937 at Stanley Street, Gympie, Qld and in 1943 to 1949 at 11 Inglewood Hill, Gympie and his occupation went from a labourer to a bridge carpenter.

Cyril Norman Julius passed away on September 26, 1953 aged 61 years in Queensland. His Obituary was published in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Friday October 30, 1953:

His grave is unmarked and situated in the Roman Catholic Private Section of the Gympie Cemetery.
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CENTRAL DISTRICT VOLUNTEERS


An additional eight recruits have been accepted at Rockhampton for service in the Australian expeditionary forces.  Their names are:


J. Hare, Rockhampton, B.C. Dickson, Rockhampton, T. Auton, Rockhampton, H.J. Harris, Rockhampton, J. Kneen, Rockhampton, A.E. Wright, Rockhampton, C.N. Julius, Rockhampton, C.R. Blair, Rockhampton.





OBITUARY


Mr C. JULIUS


The many friends of Mrs C. E. Blow, Brighton, Sandgate will regret to hear of the death of her brother, Mr Cyril Julius, in Gympie, on September 26.


Mr Julius will be remembered in the Rockhampton district as he was employed by the Railway Department in the Central and Southern divisions for over 30 years.


He was born at Stanwell in 1892, where his father (Mr S.P. Julius) was then stationmaster.  He was educated at the North Rockhampton Boys’ School.  With his two brothers he served in France in the First World War.








