SAPPER WILLIAM SAMUEL JOHNSTON
3623 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Bendigo, Victoria was the birthplace in 1893 of William Samuel Johnston the son of Robert George and Catherine (nee Lochhead) Johnston.  Military experience was gained from three years with the Bendigo Senior Cadets Volunteers until he left of his own accord.  He had previously been rejected by the A.I.F. in Adelaide as medically unfit.  He went to work at Broken Hill, New South Wales.
At the recruiting depot in Broken Hill on 16 February, 1916 the twenty-three-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination making him eligible to got to Adelaide to enlist.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms describe him as 173cms (5ft 8 ins) tall, weighing 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest measurement of 95cms (38½ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and light brown hair.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination scars on his left arm and an operation scar for appendicitis.  Religious faith was Presbyterian.  Next-of-kin nominated was his friend Miss Ruth Boston of Argent Street and later Wolfram Street off Oxide Street, Broken Hill, NSW.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken and signed a day later.
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A send-off was given to the departing volunteers was reported in the: 

Basic training commenced C Coy, 2nd Depot Battalion in Adelaide (4th Military District) on 17 February, 1916 until 19 February then allotted to the Miners’ Depot at Mitcham camp to March 15 then transferred to Rosebery Park, Sydney and placed with the No. 4 Tunnelling Company training there.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 3623.
The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park which was reported in the:



The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot the next day and was taken on strength on September 20, 1916 with the 1st Tunnelling Company who were working on the dugouts at Hill 63.
He went sick on 26 October, 1916 to the 6th London Field Ambulance suffering a hernia and sent the next day to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station and then to the 14th General Hospital for treatment of a right inguinal hernia.  On 30 October was given Base Details duty at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples and on 2 November a report on the accident by the Commanding Officer of the 1st Tunnelling Company stated:

On 26 October, 1916 was admitted to the 6th London Field Ambulance with right inguinal hernia – serious.  Will not affect being efficient as a soldier.  On duty.  Company Commander certified Accident occurred on Warilda June, 1916 – Fell down companion way.

On 9 November was conveyed to England on the hospital ship Astarius from Havre and admitted to the 1st Southern General Hospital with hernia and operated on November 13.  
He was mentioned in a letter written by Sapper J. Ellis on the death of Harry Brown and published in the



Sapper Johnston also wrote to Mrs Brown on the death of her son which was also published:

On 30 January, 1917 was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford until discharged to furlough on 5 February, 1917 and to report on February 20 to Perham Downs Depot.  Reported as ordered to the No. 1 Command Depot where he was classed with B1a debility the following day.
Was sent to the No. 1 Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford on 21 March, 1917 and after twenty-two days curative care for a social disease was discharged to the hospital at Parkhouse on 14 April.

Sapper proceeded on 4 June, 1917 from the Overseas Training Depot at Perham Downs from Folkstone to France arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the following day.  Left on June 10 and re-joined his unit.

Went sick on 14 August, 1917 to hospital and returned to duty later that day.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:




Offence:
While on Active Service (1) AWL from 7 a.m. 29/8/17 until






Apprehended by military police at 8.30 a.m.






(2) Being in Boulogne without a pass




Award:

7 days F.P. No. 2 by C.O. 2nd Army Rest Camp

Was admitted on 9 November, 1917 to the 95th Field Ambulance with dental caries being discharged to duty the following day.

He was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

In an audit of the company, was reported to be still serving with his unit on 17 July, 1918.  Leave was granted and taken from 2 September and returned on September 17, 1918.
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 12 February, 1919 to return to the Base Depot and they left from there returning to England on February 24 arriving at No. 3 camp at Parkhouse the next day.

He went sick on February 26 to the Group Camp Hospital and returned to No. 3 camp on 1 March, 1919. The troops were moved on 20 March to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp on March 20.

After demobilisation Sapper Johnston embarked for Australia on 20 April, 1919 on board H.T. Boonah.  Base Records advised his friend on 22 May he was returning home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 8 June, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in the:
The soldiers for Adelaide (4th M.D.) made the overland journey by train.

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 24 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
On 7 October, 1919 his Will was returned to the 4th Military District.  His medical board papers were sent to Base Records on 12 December, 1919.
The British War Medal (13011) and the Victory Medal (12841) were issued to Sapper 3623 William Samuel Johnston, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

He married on 18 June, 1921 in Carlton, Vic to Edith May Burton who was born in Carlton in 1896.

In 1928 they were residents at Petrie Street, Frankston with his occupation as a labourer and from 1931 home was at Straughan’s Road, Mornington with the same occupation where they remained.

A Statement of his Service was forwarded from Base Records on 18 June, 1941 to the Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission as per their request.

William Samuel Johnston passed away on 3 November, 1942 in the Repatriation Hospital, Caulfield aged about 49 years.  

Family arrangements and announcements were published in the:

A small Obituary was placed in the:

His grave can be located in the Frankston Cemetery.


Mrs Edith Johnston died 1975 in Glen Huntly. Vic.
Their son Robert William Johnston (born 10 November, 1923 in Carlton) enlisted from Frankston on 7 January, 1942 at Caulfield giving next-of-kin as his mother Edith Johnston.  He was discharged on 12 February, 1946 in the rank of Private of the 2nd 8th Aust Infantry Battalion.
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Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) Friday February 18, 1916:


IN BROKEN HILL – SEND-OFF TO RECRUITS


Only five recruits for the A.I.F. left Broken Hill by the express last night to go into camp in Adelaide, but they were given a hearty send-off by the members of the Barrier Empire League and citizens generally.  The recruits were accorded the usual procession from the New Masonic Hall.  The march was headed by the City Band, and a good muster of the Boy Scouts and members of the Barrier Empire League took park.  On arrival at the Sulphide-street railway station the bank rendered a selection of suitable music and cheers were given for the recruits, the Empire and the King.  The following were the recruits:


J. Clark, J.C. Hageman, H. Ritchie, F.H. Egan, W.S. Johnston.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.											Cont’d





Continues:


Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						


Article abridged





Barrier Miner Sunday February 25, 1917


THE LATE SAPPER H. BROWN


LETTER FROM OFFICERS AND MATES


Mrs A. Brown, of Garnet-street, Broken Hill, has received the following letters, in which references are made to the death of her son, Sapper H. Brown, who was reported as having been killed in action on October 23, 1916.


Cont’d.





Continues:


Sapper J. Ellis, of an Australian Tunnelling Corps, writes from the Bevan Military Hospital, Sandgate, Kent:


“I am a sapper in poor Harry’s section, and was a particular mate of his since we left Sydney.  I am writing you these few lines to tell you how the poor chap was killed, hoping it will ease your sorrow a little.  Harry and another mate of ours from Sydney named Tom Dowling, were killed by a big shell at Hill 60, near Ypres, Belgium.  They were both killed instantly and suffered no pain; it was about 6 p.m. on October 20.  I am in hospital having landed here two days ago from Hill 60.  I offer my deepest sympathy and our other two mates, Bob Watts and Will Johnston (both Broken Hill boys), join with me.  Harry was thought a lot of by all our company, who deeply regret his death.


All Harry’s belongings were taken charge of by our officers, and will be forwarded to you later.”





Sapper W.T. Johnston, writing from “somewhere in France” under date of October 26, 1916, states:


“It is with the deepest regret that I write you these few lines of sympathy.  Harry was one of the best mates that I had.  We left Adelaide together and were mates till the last.  I can tell you that it completely broke me up.  He died a soldier’s death and was doing his duty.  He received a soldier’s burial in a soldier’s cemetery a few miles behind the firing line, so it is a consolation for you to know he had a decent burial.  I have got his gas bag, and if I can get permission to send it across to you, I will do so.  As his mate I thought it my duty to send you particulars of his death and my sympathy.





The Argus Monday June 9, 1919:


SOLDIERS ARRIVE – FIVE TRANSPORTS DISEMBARK


On Sunday troops disembarked from four transports and despite the heavy task curtailed upon owners of motor vehicles, the men, as they landed, were quickly provided with seats in waiting cars.





Early in the morning 120 men were landed from the Boonah.





Port Melbourne was crowded with visitors.  Many were there to welcome the returning soldiers.  As the motor cars with the soldiers passed through the gate leading from the pier the men were loudly cheered and despite it being a Sunday, the streets all the way to the depot in Sturt Street were lined with applauding crowds.





Captain Wright, the staff officer for returning soldiers had everything well in hand, and the men were enabled to proceed quickly to their homes. 





Argus (Melbourne) Thursday November 5, 1942:


DEATHS


JOHNSTON. –At Caulfield Military Hospital, William Samuel, beloved husband of Edith, father of Bob (A.I.F.).





FUNERAL NOTICES


JOHNSTON. –The Funeral of the late Mr WILLIAM SAMUEL JOHNSTON, 1 Tunnelling Company, (1st A.I.F.), will leave 1 Dandenong-road, Frankston, THIS DAY, at 3.30 p.m. for Frankston Cemetery.


HECTOR GAMBLE & SON





Standard (Frankston) Friday November 13, 1942:


OBITUARY – WILLIAM SAMUEL JOHNSTON


Mr William Samuel Johnston died at the Caulfield Repatriation Hospital on Friday, November 3.  He was a returned soldier in the Great war of 1914, and was a respected resident of Frankston for many years.


Deceased leaves a wife and one sone to mourn his loss. His son is in the Military Forces.


The funeral took place on Thursday, November 5, the remains being interred in the Frankston Cemetery.


A service was held at the home, conducted by Rev. P.H. Smith, who also read the burial service.


Messrs Hector Gamble and Son conducted the funeral arrangements.





His grave in Frankston Cemetery, Vic
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